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the religion of the Jews is) we ſhall meet Wn. | 


myſterious puzzle to involve us in a dilemma, and 
ſcatter us about into every corner of the earth, in 
ſearch of that whick we do not believe we can 


in the dark and 2 aw of obſtinacy, and 
 uackriſiiag. r "Ro hoy gd ſummons - 
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ever obtain; for we qurſelves acknowledge it . Dx 
finding cut, and thus we may continue 3 5 
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difficulties to ſurmount, nor no ſelf. created W 
yon * paſt finding our” to retard rene 


Wherever the HA Infinity, Eternity or ver- 


laſting are uſed in the ſacred writings, they bear no 
nearer affinity in their literal definition, than the 


perſonal pronouns I, thou, he. Infinity is a primi- 

tive, original term, the beginning of which cannot 
be conceived : Eternity, is, in compariſon to the 
other a modern phraſe, becauſe its beginning 


can not only be conceived in the mind, but eaſily 
traced as the works of God in heaven; and ever- 


lafting, plainly Amen, without digs to endure 


for ever. 3 


Thoſe places * e 50 weak of ths Lords 
or his mercies enduring for ever, his good ſenſe 


and ſound doctrine; but where it is ſaid from ever- 


laſting to everlaſting is mere nonſenſe ; 43 no other 


than ambiguous, improper phraſes and corrupt 
tranſlations; it 2 neither ſenſe or me 


to our underſtanding; and although the language 
is aſcribed to be the words of the Royal P/alai 72 


I do not believe King David ever uttered them aſter. 
that manner, but even if he did, I ſee no reaſon to 
conclude. but a King may upon an occaſion uſe an 


improper or ungrammatical en as , well as 
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, from eterity to An is ay ridicu- 


wo 1 jolt the ſame as to ſay, from a begin- 


ning 
vor. I. D 
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ning to a beginning; or in the other caſe, from no 
ending to no ending: but if we fay from Infinity 
to Everlaſting, the true ſenſe of the words are di- 
tectiy impreſſed upon our ideas, and we readily con- 


ceive the ſignification to be, from no beginning to 
no ending; or from eternity to everlaſting, mean- 


ing from a beginning to no ending: here the dig. 


nity of the Almighty One, operates forcibly upon 


our ſouls, and elevates our minds to contemplate 
upon bis Infinite immenſity, hig eternal works 


and his everlaſting exiſtence; and thus enables us 
o deſery the excellence of his three-fold” attributes; 5 


one in property, but three in effence : and #200 of 
theſe attributes I aſcribe to the Son, that is, eternity 


and everlaſting ; but to pour e 1 can 


aſcribe nothing but everlaſting ;\ and with it w 
poſſible to perſuade all to believe i H. 


The d 


the creation of this lower world, I call the com- 

mencement of time; for it is ſaid that where time 
ends everlaſting begins; by the fame argument of 
reaſoning we may ſay, where eternity ended, timo 

began; 
world; for as time is meaſured out by the revolu- 
gonary caufes of the heavenly bodies ; ſo when they 
ceaſe their daily circuits, and the heavens egi 


way with a great noiſe; then time mult alſo expe- 


 vience the general diſſolution, and be no more 
known; 
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| x. in the ſeat of glory I call face; not time; and at 


1 ſuppoſe time to begin and end with this 
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known; and the eurth and the works that 
are therein ſhall be hurnt up 4 d e act 4 
wreck bobind; then there will be no further occa- 


ae ee 7 bor time like all other works of God 
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perſonz; and before I am through, perhaps T— __ 
may introduce #2wo nominal, but not real God's, and ; 
without deprediating the trinity in the leaſt, which 
is 'now repreſented under three (St. Athanaſius 
Creed) and in this caſe I hope to be fortunate 
enough to find ſome advocates and offend but few = - 
but ſhall bring them forward in their proper places, * | 
3 and in the end convince all my readers that I be- 
lieve in the Father, Son, and Hol Ghoſt ; and I can 
folenanly declare this to: be my Creed; only I take 
the liberty to new modify the preſent ſyſtem. of re- 
ligious. profeſſors, on that grand point of dorine ; 
with a humble view to diſpel thoſe bigatted clouds, 
| that overſhadow the oracles of ſacred. tothe, 9 205 


I hope in the preſent tage of the work, no crit- 

# ical animadverſions will be caſt ; conſidering we 
are treating of the Son of God before the Creation: 

4 many 
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| many expreſſions might with propriety be uſed now, 
that will not be admittable then, nor after his re- 
 ſurreQion-; but if I am found to degrade the cha- 
TaQer of the Son of God in his divinity or either of 
his offices of Saviour, Mediator, Redeemer, Proph- 
et, Prieſt, or King; I am open to conviction, nd | 
will not ſhrink, from any chriſtian reproof, or ad- 
monition: I believe Jeſus n ee ö but 
e ee e Moves v- 16 1 44 
Lion no en to debe bn de dle 6 Hen, mae 
the;command of God to Adam to give to Cain 3 
for the Lord called Jeſus his Son; and it is but 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Adam ſhould follow the 
precept or rule of God, inſtead of God following 
that of Adam 3 and if this point is granted, we 
have without nom a 1 — wy ye, he 
W+ world mes; 15 E 
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I do not eeticaite tia mne „ ik MMOD & Cid 
in creating his Son, proceeded from any fingular 
merit forefaw in him or peculiar properties pertain- 
ing unto'hin, further than the diſtinguiſhed hon- | 
ours, that by his own Usern pleaſure he 


thought meet to confer vpon him, 3 in n to 
all his other works. oe _ 
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We may naturally conclude the Ainighty was. 


vader neither necelſty or obligation for any 


| divine will, to have one ſpiritual; : immaculate 
"'» — more nearly allied, and affectionately n 


wms ban han the reſt of th heavealy he.. 


Ky * + 
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"How thais idaus of ie and Fam 
and affinity between Father and Son ; evmes readi- 


ly without the obſcureneſs of nig to our 


conceptions; or ſtreightning our imaginations by 


ideas of heavenly operations, paſt finding out: 


and in an obvious manner account for the — 


bee Gen n tolour dun CN 


I "A + . # 63'Y 
T5 11 in [2 * 8 78 „ 


: 1 ſee no reaſon to doupt but the Almighty, b 
occaſional intercourſe with Adam before his fall, 
and inſtructed him how to diſtinguiſn e 
creatures and kinds, as well as his own children; 
and to call the males, a de ov: the ee 
. S TL 


By the untrerſat ks all record dra any was 


made) as well as verbal tradition was loſt ; we do 
not read that Noah had any expreſs Wine from 


Heaven to collect any records for the information 


of poſterity; or that hiniſelf or either ef his fam. 


ly made any; then of courſe all hiſtorjcal narra- 


non of the Antideluvian world muſt reſt eat the 


eren eg of eee 
| Hh or perſetthathabitcle of. holineſs: but it was 


perplexities, and-leaving;us in a maze of confuſed 
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there 1 
ful revelation; which leaves a large ſcope for the 
man of learning or contemplative philoſopher to 
exerciſe their reſpective talents in the needful pur- 
+ ſuits to reconcile the preſent nature of cauſes: and 
effects to the 3 of primeval rectitude and 


truth. l d a6 194 rl Wo. . 
4a MY, ” i * 5 nth , 7. 12227. 5 YI TOE Ae 1. 23 
1 only watt in he) preſent caſe to vine <= 


ws of an important point, that what revelati 
ve have got do maintain; and what we- have not 


got, very probably would beyond all Aenne 
_ confirmed it; that is, that God had a Son before 
Adam had, and called him his Son; Who was with 
before the world was created ; and in due time 
. t him to faxe the world; and having” now re- 
bi . an power unte him, will in the end leave 
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knowledge the Son of God in theſe charactert, am 
no more than à Son; muſt either allbelicve the 


= ſcripture was eig for he looked down 
1 from heaven, and ſpoke yi ith the voice of Majefty ; 


7 il. 17. Did he ever adopt any other Ch 4 


of the Father.” John i i. 14. Here we bark a N 
l "HORA: not in ans 


near two — rody 


im to judge the world : Thoſe that will not ac- 


= 28 his Son ? No. For he was 4e my begotten 
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monitions given them. by the Sen of God in the 
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my. fellow creatures reſt contented with the ad- 


fleſh. Matthew vii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3 by TOUR 
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1 do not believe that che Creation of the world, | 
ded” from an 


or humiliation of the Son, proceec y 
decrees or foreordination . of Cod, 0 un- 
to his future deſcenſion to ſave a mortal race from 
any impending evil; neither is it my faith, that a | 
this period, when the Father and 4 was the only 
two exiſting "Beings i in the expanded ſpace of pet⸗ 
fection, that the Omnipotent God had even decreed 

a future generation, much leſs. determined i in his 

mind all the future effects and.conſeque: z of ons, 1 
as too many vainly believe; but the creation of - 
Angels I believe was decreed co-eval with a decree 
of his Son, although we can form no e 
* the j interyening ſpace that elapſed. , of 


I is evident that creating the Son 3 6rk 
accompliſhment of the Infinite and Almighty will ; 


for we have facred revealed rot, to e, it; : : 
4 8 1. 1. | 
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II the Son — Cad: before the creadon of the | 
| al with the Father in n 


nanans the bible hiſtorians muſt be, to put the 
fingular number thou, and he, inſtead of the plural 
ye, and they, wherever the Almighty is 1 7 
on the works: of Creation or Providence. 


4 che Son 9a ede i 1454 
equality with God, the frſt verſs | in the bible ought 
to have begn expreſſed after this manner: In the 
beginning, Cha + and his Son created heaven and 
earth: If the Son was Cod, it was the Son that 
created it: If God was before the Son it was God 
that created it: and if Gd arid the Son was but 
one, it was a union of the Godhead jointly in one 
perſon as well as one God that created it: I can- 
not reconcile my ideas to tw diſtinct, perſonal ſpi- 
ritual exiſtences, and at the fame time but One indi- 
+. viſible exiſtin Pqpirit: We muſt either allow a pre- 
|  eedenicy and ſuperiority-unto the Father, or palpable 
abſurdities, incorrections, and imperfections through- 


dut the bible, which do not produce one paſſage of 4 
Infinite equality from the beginning to the ends © 


but even if it did, we then muſt have wo Gods | 
inſtead of one; 4 for where there is an equality be- 
tween tus, it is impoſſible that theſe #200 can be 
| reduced to one in equality with himſelf. 


Again, If the Son was the Infinite God in Tr 


ke was alſo ſo in _—_ and whether we do 40 
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da ben we un with tha Father i „ 
no diſſerence; - for, if he was God himſelf, and his. 
Father was God, bow is it poſſible to fefuce. ,, 
rue Gods into one, I cannot comprehend; - From, 
whom he received his miſſion to deſcend — 
8 75 who Sünde E of ee 


pop . ney Divine nature in in NEAVER 28 
well z. human nature on earth + but eye de the 
. God beter, vpon him, his e. * 


When 74/ 1955 e he 40. MY 
i 9 5 2 6 he John A. 28 "A galls; Lale al. 
42. & Father i bol be with ing remove' #hit cup from 
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me ; (intimating i it was ; hard to die the death) pelt. jo 
theleſs, not my will, but thine be done.” Again, John 
. "6 1 aſceud to my Father and your Father, 
7 and to my God and your God. In another x pace l 
a Tays, & and my Father are one,” Jotin 5 *. 30. that 
Es, ane in 2uill to ſave mankind, but not in Fer 
do it; for he faith ** he Father that duuelletb in me. 
be dbeth the works,” John xiv. 10. Again, & they . 
all ye bnaw that I am he, and that 14% nothing 


yo, but as the Father bath . ne Ln the 
things,” John vii. * 2 1 * 
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1 appears 't6 my underſtanding” repugnant ' to 
_ every idea of rational reaſoning, that the Father 
ad Son; two ſpirits, two images and two perſons,” 
Should be repreſented to'our ſenſes, by ! bible com- 
menitatofs, as three perſons, and yet as one indivi- 
ible Infinite Cod; and that theſe Fhree perfons, ant, 
one Cod, ſhould at the ſame inſtant bf time be reigns 
ig in the regions of Heaven, and extended under 
the moſt excruciating torments_ upon the croſs on 
earth ; and lifting up their voices as one dying God 
to another God in Heaven, in tlie ſingular number 
4. « My Cod, my Cod, why haſt thou forſaktn me lis 
e we. have ohe Cod way tht to our concep- 
tions ſuperior to this dying fil %%, then 1 hope 
we e come 1/4 With in one Infinite God, 
who was belong 1 my is aboye all, other „ 
28 thoſe 1hrze_perſons Father, Sen and Holy Ghoſt in 
one God, was, cruci dead, buried, and continued 
under the power of, 2 in a Tepulere | three days, 
and then aſcended to Heaven (as they all three 
ſpake in one voice * to my God and your God,” ) 
then we muſt grant that this e eee 
in Heaven, was the Great Almighty Creator that 
we have been ſearching after, and at laſt found: 
dow what muſt, be done with the undivided God 


O Father, San, and Holy Ghent that was crucified ? 
Have patience and you will ſee how I diſpoſe of 
gem; if another perſon think he can on it We 

ſent to the public ditpirage, - ; 
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poſſibilities of caming to any Annees eien, 
this triple Gods crucifixion ; and all this becauſe im. 
plicit obedience to education, parental influence or 
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Nik, coders Ged > dreqttbbobenth liturgy ſayss 
three Gods and three perſons ;- God the Father, Gad 
Nu and mne the Tauber in Gade 

1 25 not 7 Gads, but: one God, ſays Se. Aibss | 
naſius : and this one God. was crucified, dead, and _ 
buried; and then aſcended up to Heaven to bis © 
-— 2 a = | OY 


"Nom ir we look: upon bps 185 FC Cid 7 et. 
Chriſt). as God's Son, as he fays he is; and as God. 
the Father himſelf ſaid he was; without denying __ 
him the pure eſſentials peculiar to his divinity and 
- humanity ; z and the excellence of his eternal at- 

- tributes in relationſhip to the Father ; we can eaſily 
bring our rational conceptions to palpable conelu- 
ſions, and the godhead no longer appears ineredu - 


lous, or en dubious, n 1 st 
gut.” le 


EY 3 ” 


4, 1 
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Ke In ny, and Eternity; ; and although —. 
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Ance chem in their proper places and characters; 
that they. might appear equally comprehenſive to 
che mental ideas of others, as they do to myſelf in 
their-reſpeRive attributes and divine natures. The 
Fathar und Son, I have already preſented to my 
readers, and ſupported the bible. dignity of both; 
we muſt neither add to, nor diminiſh from che e-. 
vealed word of God ; © curſed is he that doeth 
theſe things; God ſhall take away hig part out of the 
bout of life.” Rev. xxii. 19. Father and Son, we 
have us, as revealed, declared, and teſtified 
- onto us by borh : but for the Hol Chen T mult beg 
- my readers patience; he ſhall in due courſe be in-, 
troduced on the ſtage in full character, p 2 
all the inherent qualities peculiar to his divine and 
Fpiritbkt nature, and affinity to the Talber and ben 
and with them compleating the triple divinipotenc 
of Father, Son, and: Kah ChoPt, three 25 a 
one Gad. 
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Waere 1 a * creation; 
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the dlaſe of the Jxtþ day ; when we find him. ex- 
refs himſelf in the plural number. Let us make 
man; here is demonſtrative evidence of more than 
ens being concerned in making Adam ; although 
no aſſiſtance was neceſſary, yet it plainly evinces a 
joint aſſociate in the concluſion: this language 
m 11 be. addreſſed either to the Son or Angels 3 
aud as the ſacred writings explicitly teat upon the. 
Son. of God before the creation of the world, we 
have better grounds to Apa it 0m * to the 
." er than to the latter. e 


"By thus admitting the Henle and Rune Ut 
* of Father Dh Son ve ſhall not confound 


cauſes and ſds vim paradox, that 1 can | 
pf no ſolution. _ ae 


The antiquity of this ci Bw 4 
two or three in one, is no criterion for an implicit . 
| #bedicnce, or univerſal faith ; if it ſhould be deem. 
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There is a very 2 Acerenct n 
taining tbrec perſons in 3 Pero 
and one Gal. There is 28 great a difference, be- 
tween theſe two little ſimple particles in, and and: 
A dbere is between yoo, and * 2 * no two. 
"vow mn Fe more, 4 


* "coticeiving three 8 in one Ga; we A 
aiſtin&tly repreſent to our ſenſes a God with three 
faces; but by bringing to our ideas three perſong 
and one God ; we naturally conceive three e 
and one of them the Almighty Cog. 


8 S TX J 


Thus 1 hve enderordo make taper ht 
* Saviour of this Jower world, in the Fleſn; was 
the Divine Son God, in the higher ; and ow! 
© iltbwed bim all his exalted dignities as confered 
upon him by the Father, and acknowledged by 
himſelf; that is, his eternal glories and Brine ati 
tributes as an heavenly boſt ; and in its proper place, | 75 | 
1 ſhall introduce him, and vindicata his cauſe in al 
the perſections cf his humanity reſpecting his 


deſcenſion; as the Py of his Father to LY 
minkind.* 
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mortal part of ourſelvets; and as the ſimilarity 


ered writings no where 


violavon ſprung. up inthe! bowels af Celeſtial Hoſt, 


Wes are now entering . a 0 th b 1 £5 
8 an affinity not to be ſeparated with the „ 


is conneQive may the matter enlarged upon be 
fying and inſtructive; and proper tionably effective 
towards awakening dur minds to ſerious conſider- 
ation, ſtimulating us to a diligent exerciſe'of all our 
rational faculties,” in ruminating upon the peaceful 
and happy effects of humble and ſacred obedience 
and reſignation to the will of the Almighty' Parent; 
and contrariwiſe „the direful and lamentable — 2 | 
n — hardneſs of heart. 


on andd defiance againſt I. 


finite pray we' are taught by tradition to he- 
lieve was premeditated by the et mw the: la- 
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tion; I can readily acquieſce tbe dxtverkl opin- 


ion of all ages, that the Devil or Satan was once a | 
Pure- ſpirit, but revolted againſt his Maker, and 
became the propagator of all ſin: thus the ſeeds of 
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«tude of Infinite excellence: no eſtraint, no incum- 


de on retum required by the firſt great, 


ene. 18, — 4 


original perfection for endleſs joy. throughout. the | 
enſity of glorified ſpace z. with a continual ſuc, 
cellion of reyolving bliſs, ſurrounded, with the beat : 


bent obligations enjoined by the Author of glory 
to leflen the univerſal tranquility, or impede its glori- 
ous effect i no requiſitions preſcribed, but what had 
a tendency" to oontrihute to its increaſe; gratiꝰ 
de, compbunded with celebrating -praiſe, - was” 
original; * 

and" ir Penna tn Spree PINES my et gelen 
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iſſued from the fountain of eternal and immortal 
life, was contributing towards the melody of the 
angelic; choir, and produced additional luſtre to the 
brightneſs of the harmonizing moors; EE 
urban celeſtial rays i iſſuing from this ou ; 


to xlevite and adern this 1 af e * 


- od-tranquility.; this ſeat of unclouded and illumins 


ated ſplendor: of magnificence, . When we diveſt 
ourſelves for a few minutes of all ſenſual and world - 
I conſiderations, and ruminate compoſedly upon 
this glorious ſituation, and unpareled ſeat of uni. 
verſal praiſe ; bow our refleQions are ſtagnated for 
want of vent, and all our i ideas dwindle _ 
into incomprehenſibility 2 inconception: the 
unity of adoration and univerſality of halleluag 
exceeds the confined limits of our finite diſcern- 


ment; 
"You. . 08 
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the hands of Infinite wiſdom and-boundleſs Omnipos 
 tency\; nothing was permitted admiſſion. ineoniiſt 


tinually preſented with a concordance of |; 
muſic; or in any eee, 
ny and ſocial _ of the angelic inhabitants 
wiſdom Infinite, had appointed it | as the ſeat | 
undiſturbed- uirlaſting love! has es- 

emption of all thoſe — — 
and all thoſe grevious calamities and ſorrows that 
are | incident' caſualties to human nature; none 
of thoſe lamentable effects proceeding from the 


diſcontented cauſes of unſatisfied mortals could bs 


| ſuppoſed to have taken up its dwelling in this ſpa- 
cCiĩous orb of dazzling luſtre and perfect bliſs/3' the 
ments | walls hat ee this vaſt 


the works 1 the One Infinite Eternal; Au 7 
mighty and Everlaſting God / how infinitely ſhort * 


our conjectures ]! how amazingly deficient from the 
truth ſhould we be, if every faculty of the ſoul was 
ſtrenuouſſy employed without intermiſſion, in an- 
imadverting on the excellence and beauties” of 
heaven; if all the whole expanded orb of created 
— with all j 1's numerous ornaments, convents 
a ences 


ent wich the unceaſing celebration that was con: 


E 
Aar . . the Creation. 4 
ances and delightſul objects was improved, puriſi- 
ed or refined to the higheſt degree of human image, 


ipation, and accompanied with every alluring en- 
dowment that the heart of man could deviſe ; hoW 


; mort! how viſibly defective ſhould we be in any 
imaginary compariſon of the heaven of heavens {, 
che ſeat, the dwelling place of our Maler“ the 
foundation whereof was laid on the rock of In- 
, # Nnity, as a monument bf everlaſting glory, erected 


by the Sel/f-exi/ting Ar of wiſdom | ſupported 
by the pillars of omnipotent holineſs, and covered 
with the canopy of eternal benignity and love! what 
- an inconceivable magnificence; - ineſtimable and 
permanently ſecure l and will abide until gener-' 
ations in rotation dwindle into atoms, maine | 
mme, 5 | , 


In this onfathomleſs ate of felicity could 5 


ruly phantom of paſſion poſſeſs. the immortal hoſts, 
or prompt them with aſpiring views to more ſub», _ 
lime, happineſs ? | could deſires after. dignity or 
promotion, exalt their ignoble ideas to covet ambi- 
tion, or an equality with their Maler? here was 
glory unmeaſureable and uninterrupted and never 
ending poſſeſſion of this joy was their allotted pot» 
tion; the firſt great and primitive cauſe ſo decreed. 
it. Here my readers, I place the fr/# decree of In- 
Anity, that angels. ag rags and gay. 
their Maker. 
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untainted w the robes where with they were * 
ca, 


'' | Ihity of the Gedhepd, ſeems to be almoſt loſt in the 


as and nne 


divine preſence, the durable bleſſings defigned for 


them ; this was the happy ſtate of the-angelic race, 
in their tate of original purity 5 now wherein con- 
ſiſted the degrees of diſſerenee in the enjoyment of 
$/ory, between the Creator and the ereared p the ſub- 


7 general profuſion of united praiſe; we' can hardly 
19 warns + at this criſis to more. 


Sbw-nd the" Angels, L e ene of 
harmonious celebration; ſuperiority and inferiori- 
ty ſeems to be loſt in the depth of bliſs ; and cen 
that acknowledgment of infinite originality, that 
was ithe Creator's prerogative, and the - gratitude 

that was due as the primeval eauſe; conſiſted ir 

the enjoyment of that felicity that was peculiarly 
appointed for them; I eannot make any other dif, 

tinction but Infinity ; for I believe the of 

anigels; are equally extended as thoſe of their Mal- 
er, as / nin relates to happineſs, and capable” of 
| meaſure of the glory of 

heaven, af ſo will be everlaſting. God having 
reſerved unto himſelf all wiſdom, power and good- 
neſs; his other perfections eee ne 
dur the celeſtial eireuit. Ie 


* 


n and 0 
ſcene in heaven; the voice of God doth. hy the light 
ol nature, nh, and revelation, diſplay to our 


85 pe a dunn cue rer olution in ths e 
ws 


Err ec 
of impietyy ingratitude, ind curſed ambition was 2 
general and dreadful diſcord in the regions of glory; 
2 confuſed and diſordered animoſity, proceeded 
from original and unjverſal harmony; and the 
whole haditation of heaven was thrown into n ſtate 
of unruly} irregular ; alt chs hoſts 
thereof ere involved in the woful ſcene, and be! 
r 5 
E marry we Ph vo 
ous and diſcorded paſſions, were unitedly combined 
to over. turn the eternal ſyſtem of Infinite wiſdom ! 
v0 longer did the echoing tranquility of harmon- 


_ « nizing purity redound through the wide extended 


expanſe of the dunenſions of heaven; every muſical 
voice was in jarnag diſcord and diſſention, and the 
N rere ee choriſters in an entire 

-rturbatior . ˖ ů˖——— 


| the ne of keen bear this rue how we are 
loſt and overwhelmed. with wonder when we at- 
tempt to bing to our ideas de ſpring 
of this deplorable circumſtance ! 


ng or fountain 


them to any ſtable concluſions for an origin to this 


general anxiety in the manſions of felicity! from 
whence could its deſtructive riſe originate ? was 
there any inyiſible atoms of principle and power 


Yin. E ee ee Wo, I 
ſequences No; was there any reſtleſs,” or evil 
ſpirits in the lowpr ſpace of yet dark and unregulat 
ed chaos, or in the confuſed abyſs of uncompound- 
| ed nothing. ; where neither matter or motion exiſted, 

the place of „ to penetrate through the 


dieriers of Infinite ſtability and formation ? No z 


here our comprel ſeems to be influenced by 


© - the powerful impulſe o "divine inſpiration, and this 
| . 


cauſe, as difficult is trace, and impoſſible to fathm 


2s Infinity itſelf ; conceived and brought forth Ini» 
quity. Pride, the forerunner of all ſubſequent evil 

ſprung up in heaven ; ſo that good and evilare both 
. Iyfinite in their original. The former in our Mal- 
er whoſe beginning we cannot trace; and the latter 
in an holy angel, the beginning of which we cannot 

trace. What I mean by Infinity in this place, is, 
we cannot bring our ideas to any point of conclu - 

| hon, from whence ſprung ſin, to tempt or allure 
the firſt heavenly. — conſequently, good and 


eu are the only two primeval cauſes of their re» _ 


ſpective different effects that exceeds the concep- 
tions of mortal man, peculiar to this world or the 
other; ; although we may in other points differ in 


dur mee and vary immenſely in our con- 
jectures upon God and his works; yet ſtill we havs 


2 foundation to build upon, and can arrange our 
thoughts into ſome regular form to reſt upon ; 
but in the zoo aforementioned caſes of good and cuil, 


* 


Gan On Abi beers its Creation. 2 


ve can find no rock, oreven a foundation of nt te 
bg "= 


W muſt (grant tha wy — 


3 e His foollen anklden envied the fa. 


perexcellency "and of his Creator 3 


and his own /t/f:creating haughtineſs diſdained io 


— rn begzinning⸗ ; 4 - 


I 0 
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fubmit to the dignity of Infinite Maje/ty, and thus 


became poſſeſſed with turbulency and anxiety to 
arrive to a degree of fathomleſs equality with fas . 
exiſting wiſdom ! all covenanted obligations of grat- 


| itude with provoked arrogancy was reſiſted, and. 
every facred engagement e as 1 . ties 10 | 
an angel! he was bound to obey. 8; 


pan eee ü Used 4 


delitfive inducements he did allure, prevail upon; 


and triumph over multitudes of the angelic hoſts, _ 
and with this £:8tious band of miſbeguided: ſpirits; - 


he ſinfully and vainly bid defiance'to the Army of 
God, and declared war againſt the Great Arthiteft 
of heaven and earth; the uncontrouled and wiſe 
diſpoſer of all events; and, with the feeble hopes of 
unguarded and miſtaken reſolution, engage in the 


N 3 x 
LE 
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3 combat with Infinite Supremacy, with on - 


ne * . . rnd 


bade oy is 45 of 
ble ventry / here the terrible | the ar 1 over. 
5 power and majeſty of God for ef 
e 
oo e . 


Here the Ani 8b (not klo om the witdom 1 his 
Pere and righte as, will, but from, the efficient 
- cauſe of his provoxed judgment and mali 
„ againſt him) did, for the rwanifaſtation of bis o 
"os glory, and the angels of purity ordain, ercate, or ap- 
poinit a place of puniſhment for the firſt tranſgreflors, 
and called this place HI. L, as: a contraſt. to the 
ſeat of glory occupied by the. upright called Hzav- 
zx. I here place the origin of the two places and 
phraſes, heaven and hell. It was not heaven before 
the revolution ; but the occupied ſpace of the Moft 
High, and his Tarrounding hoſt'of this holy; ſpace ! 
the proper definition of the word beauen, is the 
contraſt between pleaſure and pain; it is a relative 
term, and admits of proportionable degrees, and 
meaſures of happineſs even in this world, | as hie 
Juſt the reverſe ; but to draw the proper line of 


+, diſtintion between our heaven here, and heaven 
| hereafter, we muſt make this allowance. Our 


_ beauenly enjoyments here are frequently alloyed 
and even compounded with the eſſentials of hell; 
which renders them in a manner imperfect, and 
us Sans of fully enjoying them : and juſt con- 

| tratiyiſe 


—S + 


4 ; 
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mixed with ns inns e. ae this ach — 
efijoy. „ che pleafures of _ nor — 
poke Fe cache as n e Arn :foidhall - * 
our eee ſeparate/atld | * 58 
be alloyed with the-dags ad . 250 bell;\ ndr | 4 
Hell be palliated or ſoftened with the tranquil pleaſ- 1 
ures and pure j6ys of heaven'; both will. * 3 
without ceaſing for ever, and ever. = 
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the upright angel. (3s I mentioned before) but is 
the unlimited ſpace occupied by God, his Son and 
bis opt, ated aun, . ee 


* of aden e. there 
never was, nor never will be in in Haven. The 
the Devil never was in a hewverdy 'heſt ; for his firk 
was commitred before heaven wasv He finned againſt 
F fig evcitcd Peowey nbd Bal. 


5795 Bum novo or tro our 


Ho melancholy muſt be — when we 
cCCeohtemplate on the dreadful overthiow of: ſuch a 
multitude of ſpirits divinely inſpired, and their fitua- 
| gh calculated forthe ene Syment we nab 


8 ir 2 
8 tion,” comin s in body eo cone 


3 ind hs deluded were dt and * 
5 here we mult ceaſe from ſpe — 
dete een ale > 
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3. * Auel, befurnuths Creation: 


the ſeparation. of ona grain of ſand from another 
ſdzßhe burning of Sodom and Gomorrah > 4 
theſe 44 fax, a8 ever came n my peruſal, nor 
gators of this do&rine 3. ca. art abe ideas. any. 
. farther than, modern Creation: Ealing the forbidden 
fut, whether ye grant; or not grant, that. this was 
deaeegreed or foteordained by; the Almigbty, as. 
Calvin ſkrongly maintains ; theſe ate his words: 
FT Byrthe ordination and will.;of., God, Adam feil: 
N Beza, Zuinglius, Piſcator, Zanchius and others are. 
of the ſame opinion; I ſay, whether we grant theſe . 
| Aphoriſms or not, we are no nearer to a definitive 

or concluſive Point of "Gud's foreknowledge than 

e: I put the queſtion; Did the Almighty fore- 
oll „or - predefiniats the revolution in the ſeat of 
glory d 4he firſt original fin of all finfulneſs, the r6ck;/ 
che. feundation, the baſis, the 100 „the the 
fruit; from whence ever has and Wel will proceed 
All che tranſgreſſions iniquity and evil, that we 
can be guilty of againſt our Maler: this is the grand 
myſlery that we-muſt endeavbir to develope; this 
is te "key that mlocks alt the 'entanglements*6f 
texities, and paves the way to” WII. 
+6 tracing the or of fin, and place 
before u un extenſtve Tafitude for 'conteniplation* 
and his preſent an pat n 
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Ih Grd forcknew, he aid the firſt em 
againit hümſelf, und of courſe is the Author,” or at 
leaſt: permitted that ſin; and what he foreknow 
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and permit, is bis. will it ſhould: be done ; ab the 
fulfilling his will cannot in the proper ſenſe of t 
word be juſtly termed /in; conſequently, Satan | 
is not A ſinner. This is not an axiom whercon 
I can build my faith; it conveys to my; ideas the 
moſt prepoſterous imaginations, and make religion: 
and every moral and religious virtue appear as de- 1 
ceiving objects to our ſenſe, and reduce us much, 
beneath the irrational dignity: of the brute creatiausßx 
from whom: no more is required than to anſwer; 2 

| the purpoſes of their, creation; but according to *: 
this n af id it is wot, roo 


the very BY ix tliat is our Crratus and to be our 
Judge and Erecutioner. For the preſent I muſt 
vave this fubje&; as it will be remewed again under 
its proper article. It was introduced here pn 
| e how Satan became a ſinner. 
nnd 30-14 Oh] 944444 05. 97174) iu 
Lam inclingd/to. believe that the Devil. was in 
„ reſpeRt ſuperior to the other Angels; but in the, 
rebellion ai Ningleader, and fin. oz the deſire of 
equality with his Maker originated in him! 5. but in 
no reſpect can I acquieſce in ſentiment 
who maintain that the Devil is Int an 
as powerful in evil, as Cod is in good vnd that a, 
continual war always and ever will be, between em 
and their reſpective followers: this is laying the axe 
tc . the root of all religion with a vengeance, and 
1 "WM 4 may 


2 pens wm the deaf 


; e Tr ESL Want a Hen 
FR 1 came Cans more particulan as f to wy own. 
e opinion, and hope every candid reader will 

me with liberty of thinking, and tberty of 
25 f Hale for, as I do not ſubſcribe to the maxims. 


© particularly fer forth as ſelf-evident propoſitions of 
athers-; neither do I preſume to enforce my oun 
ion em; I only requeſt that they will give my 
Principles of faith as impartial, and minute inveſti- 
gation as I have theirs, and with . charitas 
blo-candour and brotherly loss. 
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ieee cons L beigen 
t mull be, except we attribute its; riſe Nuri 


a originality, muſt. be Infinite ; ; v6 can trace. 72 
in its beginning! with Satan, but we cannot trate 
its firſt ſource to take poſſeſſion of Satan: ſo that 
the Infinity of fin antl'Tfnity of holineſs are the two 
only myſteries 4. 5% finding ou, or in other 
words beyond our comprehenſion and I hope in 3 
the' courſe of this work to elucidate every ſeeming 
flaryc 'ieedful for thefalvation of men 
the! WI ee ee | 
#: 19 75 Jr Fug N > eHkV9 3 
aft We read in the ſacred record of the fallen An- 
gels being chained in gy until the. "# r 


bay ;. Pane any, 


n! 


by the ſame author, 67. Prter, to be 3 
ſecking ibbom he may derum: the inconſiſtency bf 
theſe phraſes muſt proceed either from maſ-tranſla» 
tion, or be admitted as allegorical ; for tlie devil 
cannot be chained in darkneſs, and . fr , e 
into an angel of light,” as St. Paul ſays, and walking - 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, all at the uma 
inſtant of time : the former of the three ſtates-which 
i Dr wn 
ideas the moſt probable and conſonant to tlia 2 

nity, ' power and wrath of an offended Go the 
other two terms; if we allow them to be the pure 
ſtyle and language of their reſpective authors, al 


under which many of our darling and 
temptations are repreſented to our ſenſe” as 'pl 
ing and gratifying to human nature; and on the 
contrary, to the powerful and enforcing evils that 


ſubdue our paſſions; and frequently involve us in 


| labyrinths of woful reflections, and : ſpirits loaded 
with dejection, and ſo hardened in a courſe of im- 

piety and profaneneſs that we are devourtd by fin; 
and without abounding grace miraculouſly infuſed 
into our ſouls we are dead unto e and 
e ever. * 


8 


If ve take the Dol in hie ſenſe 81.1PHHf rep 
deut- tim 10 be in an Angel of light” a literal 
ay ſinner, the moſt — diabokical | 
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ludes only to the attracting and alluripg charms 5 
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1 5 or elſe our Creator would be a * reſpetor 
of perſons?” and that in 4 ſo partial, which 
exceeds every idea of Jibica, Mercy and Truth that 
can poſſibly be conceived by man. And laſtly, if we 
© take the Devil in the other ſenſe, literally, * walking 
= abous ſecking whom he may devour,” we muſt of 
F 4 courſe attribute unto him a power equal, if ndt ſupe- 
Fier to God ; for if he is not, nor cannot be kept 


"un e; ; he muſt be (as a certain author 
main aim) Iyfnite in hümſelf; and by allowing this 
apotheſis there is no difference between good and 
evil; for the two Infinites tempt us ape againſt the 
other; and repreſent to our ſenſe two candidates 
canvaſſing for public favour ; and we not knowing 
which. of the two to ſupport, do become alternate- 

_ ly implicit ſubjects to him who holds out the moſt 
feaſible gratification: ; one fatiates us with nauſeous 
pleaſures and delights while we are in this world, 
ſhort and momentary as it is: while the other 
can, and have ſecured in reverſion treaſures for us 
inconceivable, and for everlaſting duration in the 
world to come. By taking the three afore- 
mentioned ſtates of Satan in either ſenſe, yet {till 

the balance of advantage inclines on the: fide :of 

Ged ; for with him we are ſure there is no decep» 
tion, hypocriſy or deceit. Thus much for an ar- 
gument with thoſe that would wiſh'to render/Satan 
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equal unts G God but for my part Ithink'it is im- 
© poltble for any eee evidence to be deduc- 
ed from ſuch premiſes : It is nieither Aiboi a De. 
Pin: Ariquitm:; but in che * of __ 
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Gd 1 d. 4e el c , 
mity moro deſtructixe to che ingreaſe of vital pin. hs 
ty and virtue, than all the three united: Of this "hs 
ſort of belieyers I hope there are but few 4. and way 


We nom keturn again to the ſcene. of zumnlt in *% 
 ktawen,: In this general diſorder we muſt cu, * 
that the, Fathyr, San, and Angels of obedience ws 
unitedly engaged ta quell the tumnltuous fernient; , 
and though'fht San was undoubtedly concerned ig 
the diſmal quazrel; L. aſſign unto him 0 further 
power towards ſuppreſſing this fiſh, lamentable riot; 
than his. joint affiſtance in union with the Angeli: 
| his time was neither come, nor ordained to' hrνjj 
_ the Serpent d. heel. I beg my reader's td-phſerve, 
that although I have repreſented a battle in heaven, 
as moſt conformable to our ideas and imaginary. 
| conceptions of things, cauſes and effects of this 
nature ; yet in my own opinion never any thing of 
the kind took place; but no ſooner was the evil 
intenſion of the ſeducer and his adherents formed 
in their minds, but the All-wiſe ſearcher of private 8 
- touncils immediately knew and was perfcaly ac- 
quainted with the diabolical ſcheme in agitation ; 
inſtantly, without delay, or terms of capitulation, _ 
paſſed the inflexible ſentence of everlaſting 8 
ment, and whirled them with his wrathful frowns 
into the gulf of never ending miſery ! I an rather 
inclined to believe that the whole power of Almigh- * 
7y vengeance will not be diſplayed towards the ac- 
n crew of 2 A day of all 
| - GI 3 
You "08 . . 


5, & * : 
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mankind, and then, in one confuſed maſs of agony 
and unceaſing woe; Satan, with all his paſt; and fu- 
ture followers, will be caſt into the thireatened pit 
of darkneſs, fire, and pain in one promiſcuous 
Heap ; and the pain of every ſpirit from Satan” to 
the laſt of his unfortunate vaſſals, be all equally 
'. Alike in the ſame degree, meaſure, and everlaſt- 


ing duration, In chains of darkneſs,” (as the Aa- 
poſtle ſays) I believe they are until then confin- 
ed. Our ſu ppoſed temptations | bom 
Fg N 
for Aa "battle in heaven, a8 St. 70h recurds while 
he was in the ſpirit perhaps I may treat of in its 
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11 REALLY find 2 © an 1 
my gt ſuitably adapted to the ſolemnity and 
awfulneſs of the ſubject. An attempt to bring to 
our ideas in any comparative degree the wrathful 
counteuance of provoked Infinity at this time of 
preſumptuous defiance of his power and majefty ; 
confounds' our conceptions, in the. dark labyrinth 
of unſettled thoughts, and overwhelms us with our 
own ſcattered imaginations ! It is a melancholy re- 
flection to every conſiderate ſoul, to contemplate 
for one minute, what was the original will of the 
Great and Infinite God: nothing leſs than the 
permanent eftabliſhment of united harmony and 
everlaſting bli/s ; the moſt exalted degree to which 
we can raiſe our finite admiration, falls far ſhort of 

. the unfathomable goodneſs and mercy of G] 


A mournful reflection for generations yet un- 


born, that eee, gp enn 
ious, ungrateful return 8 6s 7: "it | 


The harmonizing A of 3 praiſe 
chat exiſted in the W of felicity—is no 
| more! 


- "IM 
8 : . 
* 
- 
* 
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6⁰ Conſaguonces of the Revolution. cnar. IV. 5 


more from a once eneral, it is now become a 
partial concord: gerd interpoſed and fruſtrated 
the primitive intentions ns and pure deſigns. of Infini- 
| ty: that enjoyment of happineſs that was peculiarly 
_ appropriated for angelic concordant glury, was ſac- 


rilegiouſly defeated by the prince of fin, and his in- 


fatuated followers ; and this unprovoked ingrati- 
_ tude terminated on the part of God with everlaſting 
vengeance ; and on the part of NN . never 
bo. Roa and N — | 


This way the originad. ſounds of our firſt . 
15 ee deviation from the path of angelic 
reQitude-and purity with wich they were created: 
the powerful enmity againſt the inhabitants of the 
new world, to render ineffectual the wiſe and di- 
vine purpoſes of heaven, by the malevolent one; 
the origin, fountain, and ſpring of all evil, calami- 
ties, and diſeaſe, was too prevailing; too unfortu- 
nately triumphant over the unguarded innocency 
of the prime val parents of mankind; fo ingeni- 
oully, ſo artfully, and ſo alluring was the firſt 
pair fell unfortunate victims to the deep laid 


ſcheme ; and thus incurred the firſt threatened 


. curſe, announced to diſobedience ; to die from origin- 
at righteouſneſt this is the lamentable effects of 
tranigreſſion; it is this that has involved all their 


poſterity in ſin and evil inclinations; and as far as 


the decrees of the Almighty - relates to any, of the 
colonies, | of man' * nature, in his thoughts, 


. 4 - Tr) : 
* Tb words 
WE: 8 
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or aſliant: this r e only decresq 
r r e d ; oceedi ; from Adam 
taftroph, by being dre in ü, and brought 
forth in iniquity, and be under thetꝭ neceſſity of 


regaining their Maker's favour, by uiceafing pen 
tence for the ſalvation of the ſoul on one hand, 


and contnual labour with eat of the hrow for 

the ſupport of nature in the body on the ae; 
and without intermiſſion-'the facultics of the body 
or mind ſhould always be in u ſtate of improving 
altivity, 1 400 enable - them. to recover the ſotfeitecd 
inheritance ef their 4unfortunite- primogenitors :; 
neither excluſion or [exemption is entailed; but 


 Unwearied extertions JOE to recover che faſt 
| fort one” 9 n 1 2 * ien en * 
1 nnn 1 11 N 125685 no ble * 


12 oe individual ſppoviations 1 upon che works 
of Creation and Providenge, it is very, obyious.to 
every one, that .our ſentiments are witlely, different 
in many important points, until we come to entdr 
more minutely into the cauſes and ciremm- 
ſtances of things, than what is conveyed io our 
ideas by common publications or general et, 
ſations; ſome, through want of, knowledge how 

to expreſs their private thoughts and opinjoſis.; 
others through fear of reproach. or .cenſuregretain. 
in their own boſoms thoſe ſentiments they ard 
deſirous of diſcloſing; and others again wavering 


. 7 . . 2 : | | 
ities, and dubious of their own-yeracity. vad thus 
* | * " ; | | ſe | | 
< f 1 | | 
| * 
2 x : 


62 Confequencer of the Revolution cv. IV. 
permit chair . 2 is escape chem in ane 


Nen — th fra by burying - 
their talents NE earths 7507 * 9 alt * | 
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The following paragraph will (I humans 3 
doubt) carry with it prepoſterous . ” 
may while at the ſame time I know it is 
forma eee e 
tkamplary lives for piety, and every other chriſtian 
pur of the mind, is a credit to themſelves 
ap an honour to the religion they profeſs, I have 
ſtaked my word and reputat n to the world, to 
conceal nothing that in my opinion will tend to- 
CT nah A e un- 
revealed points of the ſacred writings ; where my 
judgment do not correſpond with others; I am 
open to charitable conviction, and candid confuta- 
tun ʒ by begging the ſame indulgence as our Sa- 
mour requeſted of the unbelieving Jews; John viil. 
46. and St. Paul 1 Cor. iv, 4. 1 believe if no 
rebellion had taken place in heaven ; there would 
Hook no'creation of this recent world; or any ne- 
ceſlity for one: for the uninterrupted communion 
of harmonious Angels (and very probably occaſional 
Increaſe of them) would have fuperſeded- all need- 
| fulneſs for this habitable globe, as a preparative 
for the attainment of future reverfionary, unity and f 
(1p eee Satan's revolt 
DI) $64} 8 ; „ © a 
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fallen rebels with others; more pre mote proc 
and to prevent the like ſimilar ill conſecquer | 
a ne erxation of Angels, it was wiſely -apjtlhted 
by the bn 
and place the firſt Hoir apparent to the ſeat of future 
felicity, in thit 100r1d; as Lord; and to relgm with 
dominion over every part of it; and by a courſe bf. 
probationary. experience to become qualified for, 
and capable of, the | of the world above 
138 repetition of ſucceeding creatioti of 
uls; the Great Cad appointed; ordained and 
decreed the gradual increaſe of | Spirits for the 
habitation of this lower; and modern world, by the 
proceſs of natural generation; and for which pur- 
poſe he created them male and female, with" all 
vther living productions after its kind; and while 
this new created angel was in the body, all ibe 
works of creation,” befides the” additional ones ef 
Providence, ſhould be fubſervient unto him, and 
calculated for his preſent" temporal ocean, .. 
ceſſities 3 ſo that the Angelie part was not to be, 
defiled, or tainted vith uncommon'gratifieations'of 
che body;-by ſecular and 1 
0 neglec of the ſpirit,” and an unntindfultie 
the cauſe, an hn, ſes f hs ere 7.0 
trim mt} vel * 1 er n dn 
Thus are we in this reſpect under an obligation 
to the Devi] for being placed-in this lower ſphere; | 


nnn e 


| 4 wly ipegking;:.to tolerate or EVER. commiſſion him | 
do walk to and fro the earth, ſecking whom he 


. 1 tien, Ona. I 


ible af it hy our indefatigable ene le ages, 
turns of gratitude towards him; if not ſrom any 
e eee a very plauſ. 
delight we take in ſerving him; and to give 
| ce iu proper definition : the Devil is our 
maſter, and Cad, our Creator: weſerve otic for his 
attraftions A aud fear tha other for his <wrath'; but 
in the proper ſenſe of the phraſe; we bur heitlier 
bf them; we pretench to hate the Devil-and follow 
him ; v pretend to follow our Maler, and ſnun 
bum 40 fim aß the whole in a few words, we are 
building caſtles in the air. j we are vainly trying to 
reconsile impoſſibilities, amd uiũte the two moſt op- 
poſite extremes that can be cdnceivEd in the heart 
Am. that ied: AY wes here, 


* 12 $34 146% 


*ll Ts NE dating Jing: Mid; bbuntän of al 
eil and ſin the tao powethal and prevailing ene · | 
my to all purity and peace both in heaven and on 
tarth;ʒ it cannot be ſuppoſed chat the Great Almighty 
Gad. Maker of beauen and carth, and Orr of a 
ts numerous h, would permit ſuch premeditated, 

 execrable; impieiy to eſeape unpumiſned, and pass, 


wich impwaity ; much leſs to permit, or more prop» + 


may tempt, defile, corrupt and deſtroy. This maxim 
hears no allegory or 
cios of Cad in che works of creation and piovi- 


1 Wwe mußt. der de abſurd _ 


F 


alluſion to the manifeſt er- 


* 
# 


duction over the very angels of brightn 


CHAP: IV. . 3 of the Revolwjon. ö 65 


| lag very largely from the power of Gd over Sa 
tan; or form very unfavourable concluſions of our 


Feen towards us; by being firſt conceived 
then brought forth in iniquity, and afterwards 
all our days tempted, and moſt powerfully tempted by 
an evil, Angel, that was even ſucceſsful in his ſe- * 
"an 


immaculate perfection; and in the very preſence, e 


and while ſurrounded with the inconceivable beati- 
tudes of God himſelf; the one Great 1 AM, æuhat i 
AM by taking the language of mankind in either 
of theſe two ſenſes, we can draw no ſtable conclu- 


Hons; and after all our unceaſing controverſial ani- 


moſity and diſcordant arguments, it terminates u 


the end in theſe two points. One ſaya, “ theſe are 
 my/terios paſt finding out; it is not our duty to attimpt - 


to deſeryþ e unſearchable wiſdom of God.” The 
other in return replies, 7heſe teniptations and tri. 


alt are eee by. Gap far, the wok Was 25 his 


a tab ae 2 12 


K 


Lenndidh conſchf it is 3 to me 3 


ing e out”: wherein conſiſts the maniſe/tation of God's 
&lory i in creating ſpirits. for heaven, and pe! 
them io be forced almoſt headlong into hell. It is 
. true good and: evil are placed before us; or in other 
words, we are tempted by evil, and attrated ux 
-$ood-; but unleſs the attraction is diſplayed with 
auore powerful energy from Cod, than the temptas 
tions are enſnaringly laid for us by the Devil the 
1 ormer cannot in any meaſure e us or 


| Sting 


bay : good, 


Vor. I. 125 k 


Conſequences of the Recolutin, Onur IV. 


eee +d under the influence, 
eee eee 
forth in iniquity muft be) we muſt unavoida | 
his children, his vaſſals, bis captives and his oy 
jects, and ſhare with him for ever and ever, the 
pen ff hell's e and nen. 


4 if good and evil 1 was 6 
two objects of our choice, and their reſpective future | 
probable we ſhould one and all make choice of the 
former, and in this reſpe& the deſign and original 
motive of Almi ghty Creation would be accompliſh- "Hp 
ed; by the vacuum of heaven being repleniſhed 
with new created angels; here our imaginations 
and ideas are not ſtretched beyond the 8 of 
concluſi ons, here we can form, comprehend, and 
conjecture, and find a ſolid foundation to reſt up- 
on, and in no want of materials for the finiſhing our 
3 ſtructure, and find our way to Heaven, by work- 
ing out our ſalvation. Nothing can be called a 
choice, where there is any compulſion on the one 
hand, or reſtrgint on the other ; or if the will is 
in any meaſure captivated, or fettered through fear, 
influence, or obligation; that is no choice even ff 
the objects preſented exceeds in number the ſand of 
| theſe a; thus it is with good and evil ; if God is 
more powerful than Satan we have no choice; if 
Satan is more powerful than God, we have no 


choice, as far as relates to virtue or vice; for 9 


being ſo forcibly impelled by powers the one Epe, 
{ 64-1 7 5 | 15 | : ; : 1 l | and 1 


cuar. IV. Conſequence of the Revolution. 67 
_ and the other Eternal, we are conſtrained to give 
eee e NOTR SO: 


T1 are part of the e e 
annexed to the grand revolution, as far as affect the 
ſtate of man, in his ſubordination to the working 
machinations of the 2wicked one; we now come to 
treat more. particularly of thoſe entailed upon bim. 
en 


According to the general opinion of his ceontinu · 
al ,<« 2 55 about ſeeking whom he may devour,” 
it mult be taken in a figurative ſenſe ; for in a net 
al phraſe it is a plain degradation of Almighty clem- ' 

ency and love towards mankind; there is no 
connective congruity of mercy between our . i 
and us; conſequently, I venture to give my opinion 
after this manner. That Satan is now in e. | 
ment, and feeling ſuch a portion of Almighty wrath 
as it is the will of God to inflict until the day of 


general conflagration, and everlaſting 5 
but being a ſpirit have not loſt the power of work- 


* 


* 
5 4x'Y 


judgment ; * » 


ing and operating upon the faculties of men or 
angels; but the Angels in glory that have already ; 1 


withſtood his inſinuating addrefles and iniquitous 


ſchemes, are now far above the reach of his tu- 
bulent ſeducements; and of courſe all his 'ſtrata- | 


gems of evil and diſobedience, are directed towards 
us of this lower world, as being at a more remote 
diſtance from God and more eaſily to be prevailed 


upon, 


"240. Dioquics of the Reine Er. wv. 


upon; and as his diabolical efforts did unfortunite- 
ly predominate over our firſt parent, we may be 
juſtly ſtyled imps of the Devil or children of Belial, 
for the curſe was denounced on Adam and all his 

poſterity; all his poſterity would not been included 
in the declaratory edi had it not been à fin of an 
hereditary enfailment'; "conſequently, out natural 
tendency to evil, acts upon us as a ſtimulative to 
embrace every opportunity of a gratifying nature to 
do that which brings to our deluded conceptions 
the moſt pleaſing ſenſations ; regardleſs of the 
conſequences of good or evil ; but daily and hourly 
experience convince us, that it is the latter which is 

moſt alluring and moſt cheerfully embraced, and 

nothing lefs can be expected, when our inſtigator, 
ka e and ſeducer is the Father of all evil. 


Satan by Nis own fal, feels wofully the weight of 
74 Almighty vengeance ; and though he can by his 
ſoothing allurements entice mankind, it cannot 
amount to any more than powerful enticements ; 
. for we have Te i inviting encouragement of the Di- 
vine Spirit to counterbalance thoſe temptations; 
anch as both good and evil ſpirits have power w act 


wo” upon our ſenſes according to their different natures, 


we haye as many opportunities to receive ſpirigual 
conſolation and improving graces from the former, 


; as ve are tempted and inclined to evil from the 


latter # and in my opinion many more; but the 


2 preſent gratifications which are the immediate en- 


ron of the one, do annoy and obſtruct our 
purſuit 


Cray, IV. Conſequences I the Red,, 69 


| purſuit after the promiſed inheritance of the other; 
one being preſent and ſhort enjoyment; he other 
| mans = ane nn 


This natural depravicy and pronenel, ” iniquity, 
: of which we all ſo frequently complain, is in the 
proper deſmition of language, the. Devil walking 
to and fro, the earth, for, until we are renewed and 
2 become new creatures, we are ourſel ves Deuilt; ; 
there can be but two appellations given to. Spi- 
_. _rits, perfect or imperfect; that is, children of God, 
and children of Satan; and that which we -fo/low, 
adhere unto and ſerve, - mult be our nominal (for 
the Devil. cannot be our adual,) Father or creating 
parent ; ſo that we make a very tueful exchange, 


by forſaking our creating and e Father, for 


7 1 * 


a a vain deceiving adopted Father. 


. 1 


How miſerably deplorable muſt be ah en 
able ſituation of the revolting crew, or fallen an- 
gels, that no ſooner convicted, but immediate ſen- 
| tence paſſed, and execution took place ! how many 
revolving years and ages haveſſtaken their pro- 
greſſive rotations ſince the woful commencement; 
ſince the ireful edict paſſed from the Infinire M 2 


One; he ſpoke the word; © I will there ſhall be a 


. Hei. : 1 atid Hell beende and every neceſſar © f 5 


- concomitant of torment proceeded the thundering 
voice] onee happy ſpirits inconceivably” gn "7 
confined | in the gulf of darkneſs, fire and pain; | 
even a beam ox 4 8 828 light, or 125 1 bine. 


70 1 of the Gen Clay, Iv. ; 


ing hope, as an adminiſtering cordial of 
to diſpel or alleviate their excruciating torments ; 


nothing before them but the diſmal proſpect of in- 
creaſing miſery ; even Satan himſelf, the grand 
conductor of the firſt apoſtates, is by Almighty 

| prohibition prevented from making the leaſt excur- 

ſion beyond the boundaries of flow, piercing and 
endleſs deſtruQion ; continually feeling the tor. 
tures of a lidgering desch; z and never experiencing 
the pleaſing ſatisfaction of an approaching annihila: 

tion; perplexed with an inceſſant proſpect of the 
beautiful and harmonious regions of Heaven, and 

bewailing with the exquiſite anguiſh of unceaſing 
torments his everlaſting excluſion from it; an 
awful memento this; to rouſe mankind from a fate of 
ſupine inaftivity ! to the diligent exerciſe of watching © 
and prayer, to eſcape the increafing and miſerable 
aàgonies of Satan and his crew, that will unremittingly 
burn as fuel, with renewed vengeance of God, for ever 
and euer, and evermore without end ! I am very 
ſenſible that this cloſing paragraph is ſtrongly op- 

poſed by a popular Author; but as the principal 
part of this work was in manuſcript more than 
twenty years ago, long before his work, or even 
any other of thoſe modern publications that have 


* of late been the cauſe of unprofitable animadver- | 


| £ ion and controverſy, he hope he fhall eſcape the 
cenſure of unjuſt criticiſm ; as he is only giving his 


- own opinion as they have gave theirs; and in any _ 
reſpect where his ſentiments may not coincide with _ 


_ he requires no farther indulgence, or lenity 
than 


Cuar, IV. Cohen of PE: ny a 
than brotherly charity, by being allowed lherty of 


conſcience ; if he cannot ſubſcribe to a univerſal 
vlorification, neither can they to a divided one; and 

T think it ĩs a matter very inſignificant to controvert 
about; for we all know that to make our calling and 
cleftion ſure, we muſt run with faith and patience ; . 
prayer and penitence ; © the race to glory that is erm 
before ur; and whether hell will, or will not be 
_ everlaſting, it is our wiſeſt and moſt advantageous | 
method to be purſued to endeavour to ſecure unto 
ourſelves a ſeat in Heaven, without being ſen- 
tenced to any probationary purification in hell at 
all : Tt appears to me to be a dangerous adventure : 

I fear ond will never appt many heavenly ſaints, 7 


I bas 8 indulgence of every author that is gone 
before me, to conſider that I am only adyancing 
my own private opinion, unconnected with feſt, 
| party or denomination, as far as relates to the pub- *_ 
 lication of this work: I am not raiſing odjections 
to their belief, for they have the ſame right to print 
theirs as I have mine; and conſequently, I ſhall 
not intrude upon my readers with any further apol- 
ogizing digreflions, for I have no deſire to foment 
pe rs but to enlighten the Nec. 0 13 
| engrafted traditional errors, that << unity, peace and 2 4 
concord may abound amongſt us; and religious ©” 
© animoſity in ſome meaſure removed, to the g/ 
of God, promoting Gs cauſe, aud the Ca 
our own ſouls. 


3 
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exerting a 


to mankind, as much ag implacable malice 
God, and the holy Angels that refuſed to aſſociate 
with him i in his diabolical enterpriſe the more. nu- 


72 Y Coequence of 4 the Recolulie CHAP. . 
2 Satan, who i in reality Can regcive no advantage 


from his tem tions, or alleviation of his miſery, 
has no other proſpeQ.in view than to increaſe the 
number of the miſerable, and fruſtrate, as far 


a8 poſlible, in his preſent limited degree, or con- 


fined ſtate, the wiſe and good purpoſes of Cod, by 

oi his wa e -and. mal 7. 
inſinuate corrupt ideas into the minds of men, 1 
render ab&tive the future ordinations of the Al 
mighty ; ; not proceeding altogether from enmity 


merous his vaſſals or captives from this lower world, 
the greater his pleaſure (if there can be a WE, of 


ae and uncaaſing barments.) 


MV dear friends and n of this world ; ; _ 
all know that the inflictive curſe of Heaven extends 


not only to Satan and his immediate crew, but to all 
his future followers ; our preſent reſidence in this 


. worldis only: 2 probationary evidence of our attack- 

ment either to our Maler, or our Te: 
„ promiſed and threatened rewards annex ed to their 
* reſpeclive ſervitudes, are, not. only recorded, but 


per; the 


ply demonſtrated to the weakeſt capacity that 


* 7-5 any deſire towards an attainment, of this 
know led ge. "We have the bible before ys... and1 
believe every tranſaQion Moral -or Diuine, Pro- 
| phetical, "Prieftly or. Apeſtlical therein recorded to 
9 and in ** time have been, and will be 
#5155 "Ones | $7 


* 


* 
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accompliſhed ; but the many ſeeming, 
tions that aboundeth, and ſo ſtagger the 


ions and commentations amongſt us ; proceedeth 
from miſtranſlations, oral traditions, and the blind 

_ zeal of bigotted prejudice 
natural parents; this is one of the beſt inſtruments 
that Satan can employ to keep us in darkneſs, and 
ſecure us to himſelf ; for where there is no brotherly 


harmony and love in worſhip; there muſt on the 


contrary be diſcord and ſtrife ; and theſe two incon- 
ſiſtent appellatives is the riſe of all evil; for if we 
was to be united in one band of community, and 


all encounter Satan with the ſame weapons, he 


would be weary of tempting, and we ſhould be 
free from temptations ; and thus the purpoſes of 
our Maker in creating us would be accompliſhed 


to his own glory and our own everlaſting happineſs. 


I conclude the chapter by adviſing my readers to 


a ſerious conſideration of the two extremes of en- 
joyment ; the pleaſures of Satan here for ſixty years ; 
or the proffers of God hereafter, for fix million of 
millions of gears. Oh!] that I could: hear the whole 
world ſay in one united voice, like good old Foſbua, , _ 
XXIV, 1 5. <6 For me and my houſe, we will ' ſerve the "4.4 4 1 
Lord” and to effect this ſalutary end, the bible muſt 
be read for improvement inſtead of employment ; for 
it is eaſier to read ten chapters, than to cotapre- 
dend ten verſes ; and ſuch pious endeavours the 
Great Author will ſanRify whb\revealed "300K 7 8 


ith, N ; 
produce ſuch diſcordance and diverſity of opin. 


ingrafted into us by our 
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1 autre of . inhabjeants, 4 
fruſtration of the Eiernal will of God, from the 
effects of the revolution, produged a great deficiency . 
in the habitation of glory, and cauſed a vacuum 
in the manſions of bliſs ; the Almighry was diſpoſ- 
ed to renew this loſt multitude of fallen Angels. 
| In this caſe Divine wiſdom was employed, and Hin. 
ite judgment , diſplayed. Now according to our 
finite and ſcanty conceptions of eternal tranſaQions ; 

I think * we may reaſonably. conclude (without a. 
grading t the Majeſty of the moft high and bol one) 
that a council was ſummoned in heaven between 
Father, Son, and Angels for the tepleniſhing be 
kingdom of Peaven with ſpirits equally pure and 
holy, with the immaculate angelic hoſts. We know- 
the reſult of this council. It was willed'; and it 
is done 7 creation was concluded upon and modern 
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| noture._becams. an exiſting perfection (and as the 
_ ſacred writings expreſsly records) in the ſpace of 
. fix days; there certainly was no neceſſity for the 
Almighty to complete it in this time, of to require 
_ this time for its completion; but it proceeded from 
dis own ſelf-cxiſting pleaſure and unerring will, hav- 
ing wiſely decreed it for the purpoſes moſt ſuitably 
adapted to the ſtate and nature of the mortal frame, 
that he intended as a concomitant with the ſpirits 
he propoſed to create; by gppointing ſix days for 
| the neceſlary proviſional employments of nature; 
And on the ſeventh.to.reſt.;. for a relax from need- 
ful exerciſe, and to dedicate the eſſential parts to 
our Maker's-g/ory, preparatory : to our geception 
into the feat of the Mot Ligh and Hay One, : 


lo ſublime and Condi architecture of n: nar 

FE 3 Angels might look down from Heaven with 

admiration and renew their praiſe with increaſing 

þ go in loud acclamations of joy, 15 

in concordant Ulelujahs | to their Great Jehovah "4 

in uniform regularity was this great baſis of vari- 
egated and expanded nature, compacted with the 
| moſtaccurate e and exactneſiof N ; 


5 T 


— 
: ual. 
4 
* 


ouformity ; and providentially was this wide 
and extended orb of magnificent, benevolence 
bountifully and liberally ſupplied with millions and 


77 7 millions of afferent —_ uftions, all calculated for | 
: | the 
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e 22 or l apa 
nute particle of living or n matter 4 26 ; 
ed the purpoſe. of its ercation; 0 or. the. Creator 
27 0 not pronounced. it all bes wery by 9 8 0 
| g of all theſe mighty abe | 7 9, hav 
F iting their own nature 3 by Fo nomic La 5 +2! 


a the e kramer, an 400 eee 1 ae i 
' natdre,” n the framinſ, forming, and coinpolii 
= Wwondefful fubrig' f diyerſities, "ard tlie int . 

9 of the work; Lee "we are 
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Where ver be a be called the . eſſential 
428 1 and 195 85 
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 vatiety of nature's liberal p roductions? i ee | 
| imate_ chance firſt. / make, 1 2 afterwards' Promi. 
cuoully Jumble pre pug millions and millions of 


Objects into a ſtate of exact regularity And 'niceneſs, 


_  andevery! thing in its kind proportion. bly calculated | 
for fone 2 55 and beneficial purpoſe for the 
 Tervice of man ? I Lay, could chance do. his? von- 

i der all ye that mock your Maler, hang down 
y Jay Apa and ſick, 11 ye of 30 1415 worſhip * 
8 1 1 1 * 4 your 


|  rately pay eee. to. the, {mighty 


enjoin ſuch 8 7 855 0 chance Feat Iuch a 


neceſſary ꝛeſtriddons? 


292 2 4 2 


"Th 4 0 . Bur nee of nd L= 
nothing but the wil of ht © FAM mar 


4 * required, and this incompretienſible work 


way accompliſhed ; Fire, Earth, Alr, and Water 
he willed ;/ and the fol#Elements immediately *. 
iſted. The ſky becanie illuminated aud beſpangled 
2 different degrees of brightneſs, and limited in 
progreſs by Divine appointment : every element 
Pay got its appointed o Paths, and jointly, and 5 | 


5 A: ua 


their regular operations, and. off 


| upon nature, are all ordained 3, the injunQions are | 


Vn obſeryed 5. the itt i is neyer ſubrerted; 
ſuck orie could chance 


e 


Sad e 


annual circuits, and 155 dert E or from the 
enriched Hol, and every fl "clem emei aut in 3 in uniformity, f 
punQually renders its benign influence towards « ere · 
— ge 55 Net ro Mot dilplay- 
| 52 e 


eee x wle 


my ſeems hereto be arrived to i its height A 
| e ae nature, and all its in. | 
| CES a le. 


* 


J 8 ; ; 
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F ö 7 "20 8 s | 4 
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aumerable prodochom cob dei iis inks els 
2 W plnins W rom: nd 


by = e - 1 49, rat ee 
| Conran men ie now — E 


ang univerſal excellence expandeth its beautiful or- 
naments throughout the gjew formed ſyſtem of 
creation; all was very good.; now ſays, the Great 
and Almighty One ; nature is complete. Let u finiſh. 
creation's work by creating Man, after our g 
image, and enduing him with every needful quali- 

fication to reign as ſupreme head with pomer un- 
controuled, over all the works of creation, and to 
adminiſter unto his future occaſional need ot 
heavenly providences [chovah Row. * — 
and Adam became a - u new. 
formed Ange! of creativ daiged 

parent of future Angeli in be fil 7. ben dem. 
tive ſoil of his own full at 
whence he was to receive all the m recquilianh.; 
to ſuſtain, and ſupport nature; he himſelf was 
a ae the earth he trod upon was his on orig- 

_ inal parent* thus wiſely did the Almighty Creator 
' ordain that he ſhould 5 no plea of juſtiſcation 
to deſpiſe, or ſcorufully triumph over any part of 

his Maker”s works: for not a reptile that crawls up- 

| on the face of the earth can be upbraided with a 

more ignoble 0 or humble extraction; to be formed 

from the very 22 the earth, that . 

deflled With"the- Fefuſe. ind Sem of the meaneſt | 

PU, that creation Renee , 2 N | 
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your God ( be alhamed, and.tremble,, all. ye, pro- 
ee Dull ed e 


+ died bb” bot 
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This 6 aftery, but not «pat nud. 
nothing Bit the will of the Great ram 47 
au, was required, and this incompretienſible work 
accompliſhed ; Fire, Earth, Air, and Water 
iſted. Wa bee 
wich different degrees of brightneſs, and limited in 
its progreſs by Divine appointment : 1% Ae 
has got its appointed courſe, and jointly, and d ſepa- 
_ rately pay obedience to the Almighty mandate ; 

their regular operations, and. eff influence 
| upon nature, are all ordained ;, .the injun&ions are 
wap obſerved ; the gibt is never ſubyerted ; 
3 could chant exereiſe'| ach ! oops x þ could chance 
enjoin ſuch obedience ?"could chance enforce Tuch 
injunctions T of could. chan me 
neceſſary reſtri | 1 evolying ſe 
annual circuits, and K's: « 'n ko fig the 
enriched ſoil, and every 4 clement. in in uniformity, 
punctuall/ renders i its benign influence towards Cre» 


2 570 $ ae 7 i and Every an 0 virtue diſplay- 


| rm * original in. 
this wot.” ent .muſt h er > way, 10 wiſe 
ordinations, and bid adieu to preſumption ;, wiſdom 
| ſeems hereto be arrived to its height of perfeftion'; | 
La ano. ege ee nature, and all its in. 
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W n is now bash compel, 
F excellence expandeth its beautif 
naments throughout the gjew formed blem af 
creation; all was very god; now ſays, the Great 
and Almighty One ; nature is complete. Let us finiſh, 
creation's. work by creating Man, after gur owns 


image, and enduing him with every needful quali- 


fication to reign as ſupreme head with power un- 
controuled, over all the works of creation, and to 


_ adminiſter unto his future ' occaſional. need o7: 
heavenly providences ; ghovah 2 * — | 
and Adam became a M foul?! | 
formed Angel of creatidi daft * 
parent of future Angels in the fleſh. 5 
tive ſoil of his on future dependa 0 
whence he was to receive all 33 
to ſuſtain, and ſupport nature; he Himſelf was 
19 54 the earth he trod upon was his on orig- 
inal parcht: thus wiſely did the Almighty Creator 
ordain that he ſhould have no plea of juſtification + 
to deſpiſe, or ſcornfully triumph over any part of 


his Maker's works : for not à reptile that crawls: up- | 


on the face of: the earth can be upbraided with a 


more ignople or humble extraction; to he formed 


from the very auf of the earth, that is polluted; and | % 
defiled* with the- refuſe. ind ſcum of the mene 


ect that creation wh Eg e 3 


and prepared Adam for the cultivation of humility, 2 
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Thu did the Allwiſs Archited e 13 


and taught him to know what he tua, what he mut 


be, and what hereafter he intended he ſhould be; 


and thus to overconge the temprations of the Devil : 


by ſelf reflections on his own inſignificancy, and 
future expectations; that pride and deluſive ambi- 


tion might not predominate, and he alſo, like Satan 
+ - 4; iGPrES e eee 
rebellion. ' | | v 


Thus » was our 3 il parent Prey and 


2 e eee mate in the moſt 


beautiful ſpot of creation; ſurrounded with every 


gratifying and 23 — to conſtitute their 


neſs, ang e future glory ; and 
60 n to conclude that the Arch- 


| Angels was pertaitted by the Almighty to make oc- | 
| _ caſional deſcents in the appearance of viſionary 
_ Jpitits to forewarn Adam againſt the artful tempta- 
tions of the buly intruder, and the better to prepare 
him againſt his repeated aſſaults; at the ſame time 
encouraging him with th# future fruition of endleſs” 
feelicity ; otherwiſe, Adam would not been capable 
_ of judging of the difference between good and evil ; 
death, and life; heaven, and hell; preſent, and 
future . and the ſnare chat Satan laid 


id was an immediate enjoyment 


ee —— 


is opens 
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Alam in his ſtate of purity was capable of con- 
verſation and communing with angelt, and un- 
doubtedly did for a conſiderable time: It is very 
probable that Adam's temptations were very pow- 
erful and frequent as well as attracting to human 
nature; and the one preciſe co t, particularly | 
expreſſed i in ſcripture, betw Cod and Adam, 
was eaſy to be broken, and at the ſame time deli- 
ciouſly tempting : Adam certainly had manifeſted 
inſtances of a tranſgreſſing inclination, and ſhewn. 
a tendency to embrace Satan's temptations, and 
offend his Maker, before this laſt eaſy trial of his 
junction and command, was ſo eaſily to be obſervy- 
ed, and the breach of it a guilt of ſo aggravated na- 
ture, that his original title $6. Almighty eme Ih 
merey and lenity was forfeited. nd as e thus loſt 
his Maker's favour by impiety, h ſhould. r 
it by laborious penitence ; and a T | 


| Almighty repented that he had made one man; this © = 
much we are convinced of, that by this one act, 


original righteouſneſs was loſt 3 and obedience to 
this one command, being by his Maker ſo peremto- - 


rily enjoined would have annulled from the records = : 


of Heaven all former deſires for, or real aQual . 
commiſſions of ſin, in thought, word, or deed ; and. 

ſecured not only himſelf, but all his poſterity ths. 
happineſs of heayen's beatitudes and glory, for ever 
and ever; but melancholy the reflection] a death 
from primitive purity took place of original per- 
fection, we W us all in the fatal cataſtrophe 


1 
"Ver. LM . 
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and being thus deprived of the communion of An- 
gels, we have got our angelic privileges, and 
bleſſings, to recover by prayer and penitence; and 
glory be unto the name of the Lord, that he will 
not with-hold his mercy from the ſupplicating 
ſinner. ä wh: 


Adam's perſeveratite in obedience, without the 
actual commiſſion of the treſpaſs, would been pro- 
ductive of the following ſalutary, and advantageous 
effects. The influence of his Maker through the 

channel of angelic. ſpiritual, as well as perſonal 
communications would never been with-held from 
him; he would always have experienced a ſuffi- 
ciency of aid in time of need; and in the midſt of 
the moſt trying conflicts with his enemy, would 
found prgportionable "ſupport, to enable him to 
| have rendered the evil machinations of the grand 
deceiver abortive ; this would been the beneficial 
conſequences to all future generations; but <voful / 
it is too late to recall the forfeited poſſeſſion ;. but 
Joyful, it is not too late to recover the promiſed 
inheritance ; every ſon and daughter of Adam 
have offended, and every fon and daughter of Adam 
= ' have the proffered mercy extended ; our Maker 
2; decrees nothing with partiality, or injuſtice ; he 
would not include a/ in the fall, and exclude one 


from the recovery ; the Gates of Heaven are ex- 
tended to all comers. _ 


In ks garden of Eden it it is {aid our firſt parents 
were placed, and in the mid/ of this garden were 


* 


Cray. I. | The Creation. 83 


tuo Trees, of one of which Adam was not to eat; 

this was all the command; this was all the injunc= 

tion; and it muſt be granted a very eaſy reſtriction 8 
to abſtain from one food, or fruit, at the ſame time 
ſurrounded with abounding ſweets, and delicious 

neceſſaries of all kinds; and the reflection muſt, 

or at leaſt ought to be very awful, very ſolemn, and 

very impreſſive upon a conſidering ſoul, to ruminate _ 7 
upon the melancholy, and deplorable conſequences 

iſſuing from a fin to all human conception of ſo 

trifling a nature; but when we conſider of the 

majeſty of this lazv giver, the ſin immediately ſwells * 

to an enormous magnitude ! and eſpecially if we 

add unto it Adam's former repeated aggravations, 

as I think we may very candidly ſuppoſe he was 

guilty of many; although this one trial of his ſimple. 


| obedience conveys to our ideas of Heaven's juſtice, , 


and love ; a guilt, adequate to e in- 
fliction annexed unto. it. 1 


| From the effects of Adam s unguarded, 4 war 

J am inclined to think; wilful) folly, the birth- 
right of heaven was forfeited, and the principal 
effects iſſuing therefrom to future generations is 
ingrafted ingratitude ; for there is not a fin we 
commit, but takes its rife from e to our 5 
Maler. . 0 


The nd of. Ged to Alda W to the 
fruit of this Tree, as his prohibition on the one 
hand, and promiſe on the other, was the fi other 
197 58 | n e 
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of the Almighty appertaiting to hunian fonts” co 
Adam tranſgrefſed, his poſterity © by natural gen- 
eration fell with him; here the decree of God was 
univerſal without exception; and ſuch as remain» 
ed in a ſtate of impiety and fin, ſhould experience 


| the miſerable doom of Satan, and his crew; and 


thoſe that by prayer and penitence” obſerved the 
tegrity, ſhould enjoy thoſe reſerved glories in heaven, 
for which mankind was firſt created: here are 9 
decrees of God, which includes all mankind with» 
out reſpect of perſons z conſequently, before the 


Flood; between that and the coming of Feſur 


Chris in the fleſh, and ſince our - Saviour's time, 
all mankind are under the neceſſity of repentance, 
for all are born in ſin, and all do commit iniquity, : 
Ipfants, whole capacities are immature, whoſe facul- 
ties are not capable of comprehending the nature 
of Satan's temptations, and whoſe intellectual pow- 
ers do not enable them to judge between good, and 
evil, are undoubtedly exempted from the general 
curſe; we myſt obſetve-it was not an eternal death, 
totally to exclude a redemption from hell, that was 
denounced as the effects of Adam's diſobedience ; 
but a ſpiritual death from original righteouſneſs ; ſo 
that it is very uncharitable to entertain ſuch unfa- 
vorable opinions of the death of children; 5 that 
original ſin itſelf is a ji condemnation : it is not 
being born of ſinful parents; but growing and 
perſevering in ſinful courſes} that entails' upon us 
everlaſting miſery. I am not aſhamed to avouch 
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it as my creed, that every child incapable of fin, | 
by actual, and deſigned tranſgreſſions, will at the 
great day of tribunal be received into glory, without 
"the form, or proceſs of trial; neither do I think it 
would be an abſurd opinion to fay, it is more than. 
probable they are by tranſmutation, removed from 
Earth to Heaven inſtantatieouſly 3 for if they make 
their appearance at the bar of everlaſting juſtice 
with the confuſed maſs of ſouls of all deſcriptions 
to give an account of the deeds done in the body, 
whether they were good, or whether they were 
evil: What: can they anſwer ? they never expe-- 
rienced, or knew the enjoyment of either; and for 
the original ſin of Adam their forefather, they rely 


on the mercy of their Cod, and atonement of thei: 


Saviour whom themſelves never Oe thought, | 
word, or deed. | 


How deplorable ini} be the Gtuation of Adam 

and Eve! how impreſſive muſt be the reſſection 
when they heard the angry voice of God, and heard 
the ſound of baniſhment from his preſence; to be 
drove from the Garden Eden where their Mat. 
er's condeſcending preſence, or voĩee, frequently re- 


vived their ſouls ; and probably never after this did 


the Lord by himſelf, or. his Angels, deign to ſolace 
them, or adminiſter any farther conſolation than 
what was in future diſplayed by divine inſpiration _ 

to future e 5 x Ld 
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: Adam lived ta a good old age, to ſee his children” 8 : | 
b | children to the ſeventh generation; 3 and the ſecond 
generation following was drowned in the general 


. = - up 
P 5 


the woful conſequences that ifſued from his guilt 
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We have every reaſon to ſuppoſe. that Adam be- 
came an upright convert and penitent for that ſin ; 
having no record that mention any other guilt, ar 
inclination to evil; and his youngeſt ſon preſent:- 
ing his ſacrifices more acceptable to the Throne o 


_ » Grace than the elder, indicates a degree of religidus 


attainment peculiar to him preferable to Cain ; 


for which reaſon we ought from a principal of fel- 


low love and feeling, judge and hope favourably. 
of Adam ; that he endeayoured to train up his 
children Hichteouſly ; ; and initiate into their puerile 
a love for every moral, and religious virtue: 
for by fad experience, he knew they was under 
the power of death, and temptations of Satan. 


deluge : we read but of uo men whoſe years ex- 
ceeded thoſe of Adam, and theſe were both living 
in his days; an inconteſtable evidence that Adam's 


future years after his tranſgreſſion, was devoted in, 


a ſenſible meaſure to the duties of religion and 
virtue; for he ſeemed to be bleſſed with a numer- 


+ aus offspring and undoubtedly cloſed his days in 


peace: what moſt probably produced the moſt 
ſevere and weighty reflections to his ſoul, and im- 
bittered his days with occaſional felf.reproach ; was 


in the Garden of Eden: The murdering of his 
ſecond by his firſt born ſon ; and Cain being doomed 
to a life of wandering vagrancy by his God : it is 
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to be doubted whether Adam ever ſaw him after 
wards; and this muſt be an additional grievance 
to his ſoul, when his mind in a ſtate of calm com- 
* poſure was prepared for ſerious contemplation upon 
the benevolent diſpenſations of his Creator's pro- 
vidence, in his many unforeſeen circumſtances of 
life : when Seth was born, Adam was an hundred 
years old; and Eye ſeemed to rejoice with thank. 
fulneſs for this ſon in place of Abel, whom Cain 
ſlew e now from this mark of Eve's gratitude, we 
may conclude that Adam and Eve had-no other 
child at that time, and Cain being gone from them 
with the curſe of God upon him; it muſt certainly 
create in them a joyful tranſition from ſettled melan- M 
choly, to unbounded cheerfulneſs, and the numer- 17 
ous increaſe of his family proceeding this interval, 
leaves no room for any unfavourable conjectures, 
but that Adam lived in peace with his N 26 
 Gied in favour with his God, 's 


* 8 C 


a 2 


b ; 1 


2 the expreſs command of God, the only ; 


for. a ſubmiſſive obſervance of, or willing obedience - 
io God's law, or perverſe tranſgreſſion of it; con- 
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wing gut of bie mer TY 
p ms appointed the Tree of Rm, | 
ed us iced _ hy ape covenant. between 
© himlelf and Adam A wh . M 


neſts Whether 
or not the Tres itſelf, n | 
alluring,”. or pleaſingly attractive than any other 
tree in Eden, we have no prop wheregn to reſt our 
ſpeculationz, or conjectural concluſions, nor from 
any ſcriptural tradition have we room to imagine 
it was ſo; I think the intrinſic virtue of the Tree 
conſiſted entirely in the efficacy of the Almighty 
hibition; the obedience or diſobedience - of 


erful effects that could be produced from it; 


veys to our imaginations much more powerful con- 
: ſiderations 
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ſiderations of wilful offence, than barely faſting; a 


fruit, that probably might be very tempting and 
alluring. It is certainly recorded in ſacred writ 
chat Eve ſaid - the Tree was pleaſant to the ges and 


good for | "as but no evident 5ropolſitic 


leduck! from thide more this this. the: ö 


knew the Tree was forbidden, and her natural in- 


centive for the gratification. of her curioſity, 
prompted. her to a'violation of God's command: ö 


ment. I believe our Parent Mother. was not à 46. 
quainted with the forcible effect 


to the tranſgreſſion; nor had tier heard the, 


injunction delivered by God, or received it from her 


huſband with the needful impreſſive impulſe upon 


her conceptions; and being thus a ſtranger to the 
dature of the inflicted curle, forclaw no farther ill 


; and it is to be doubted, 8 

mag e of relating the co N 
amount to a precept, but merely ff 
courſe, or at,moſt, as words of communicatiye d m 


relligence, as jo mt partner, and aſfſtant o Hm in 
his deliberations; whether be ſhould, or ſhould 1 


not eat, or taſte, this furbidden fruit ; we may natur- 
ally conclude that his incliigfiyny was bens, toware 
| hitherto, red more from. fear of his Creator 


r a of nonconformity to ke Ants 


* 


anger, than cheerful conformity to his will; or hne 


would not have received from his wife and eat, 
| after the Om Eg... command of God, and 


© his 
Vos... N Ws 
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his om authoritative reſtyiQtion upon her: if this 
had been the caſe, and the covenant between him 
and his Maler properly impreſſed upon bis con- 
ſiderations; inſtead of complying with her requeſt 
(ift the did even requeſt it) he would have manfully 
teproved, and rebuked her; and inſtead of a weak 


_  acquleſcence, and frail compliance, would forrow- 


fully, and almoſt ſcornfully rejected the baneful 
allurement, and humbled himſelf before Cad to 
implore forgiveneſs for the wife of his boſom: 
but ſo far from this, he partook of the tempting 
bait, and afterwards joined 1 in the aggravating guilt, 
He faid I was naked and hid myſelf 5” a poor ſub- 
ſtitute for penitence ! a vain deluſive attempt to 
hide himſelf from his Maker, that ſaw him before 
himſelf knew that he was! a poor inſignificany 
plea to an offended” God ; when the Lord called 

to him in the Garden; © Where/art thou © 
heard thy woice and I was afraid; a ſelf evident 
concomitant of a guilty conſcience; again, another 
weak juſtifieition of his imprudent and ſinful con- 

duct following; the Lord ſaid unto him; H 

thou eaten of the Tree whereof I commanded "thee that 
- #hou ſhouldeſt not cat ?” he anſwered ; © the woman 

thou gaveth to be with me ſhe gave me of the Tree, and 
I did cat. Here Adam forfeited all his right of 
, dominion over the woman in two ſenſes ;. by not 


* preventing her through the power of his authority 


from eating the fruit, or rebuking her with becom- 
ing auſterity when he had done it ; inſtead of be- 
ing weakly canes upon to fall into the fame 
1 * | ; TO 


* 
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this amounts almoſt to a demonſtration, that the 
man wis equally guilty with the woman ; and 
heſitated no more to take the fatal gift from her 
hand, than ſhe did to give ear to the firſt deluder, 
and very probably not ſo much; conſequently, 
for all the bitter reflections accompanying this 
original offence, to be from generation to genera- 
tion, caſt upon the woman as the firſt aggreſſor, and 
the ſource of all our evils ; borders very much 
upon ſevere, and unjuſt i imputations ; for although 
Eve was the firſt tranſgreſſor in act, it is probable 
ſhe was not in thought ;_ neither did her guilt in- 
volve future poſterity; it was Adam that broke the 
Law ; it was Adam that entailed the curſe; and 
nad the injunction been deliyered to Eve, and as 
weightily enforced upon her underſtanding by Gad, 
as It was upon Adam]: Who dare venture to ſay 
that fin would have entered the world by eating 
the forbidden fruit ? Let us ſuſpend our judgment, 
and partial accuſations, and entertain. charity for 
our original mother parent, and forgive her, her 
treſpaſs, as we pray unto our Heavenly DEA to * 
forgive us our treſpaſies, 5 | 


Adam was the original parent of generations un- 
born, the pure and perfect primogenial of men; 


ſnate, and berome an acceſſary in che ſame erime - 


placed on this lower orb for the increaſe of his L 


ſouls to ſupply the deficiency of angelic rebels, to 
„ the revolting backſliders: this ſalutary end 


kind, and for the propagation of holy and righteous 


youll 5 


- 


us 


would been abbath, and the wiſe ordinatons_ 
and purpoſes of the Þfnite One folfilled, if Aden 
bad not sell from his original righteouſneſs; by 
eating the forbidden fruit, and thereby his eyes was 
opened to carnality and ſenſual luſt, and his under- 
 Mtanding enlightened, to know, and diſcern Satan's 
devices, and draw a fatal diſtinction between good, 
and evil; evil was now compounded with his 
good, and the fleſh for the firſt time began to war 
againſt the ſpirit ; ſo that he now had two duties 
Inſtead. of one, to be jointly, and ſeparately dif- 
charged. One was to ſerve his Maker with peni- 
tence and praiſe ; and the other to ſhun the 1 
with contemptible ſcorn. OM 


g This was the effects of eating the forbidden fruit; $ 
the knowledge of good, and evil, or a capacity to 
underſtand, and a corrupt will (proceeding from 

Aifobedience) to cloſe with Satan's devices, and 
'T 1 temptations; and thereby incapacitat- 
ing himſelf to anſwer the purpoſes of his 3 

with undefiled purity, and perfect integrity; be- 
cauſe he had attained unto a knowledge that mo 
contributed to make him the more unknowing of 
that which was moſt needful — him to know. 

H duty to hit Creator.” „ PANE] 


+ Tue Tree of Life, We ha two trees ies af 

in ͤ the Moſaical account of the Creation, and we 
have as good reaſon to credit the Tree of Liſe, as 
we have the Tree of Evil. There is ſcarcely any 


perſon, , 


4 
. + 
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perſon, even the moſt: unlearhed, but what: do, or 
At een to e Mews ates 
ing upon our firſt parent's cating the forbidden uit 
by which ſin came into the world, and deatli by 
that ſin; but of the Tree f Life ve are left in ob- 
ſcurity 3, becauſe nothing more is ſaid of it than that 


the Lord removed Adam from the garden of Fden, 


_ thgt he ſhould not alſo take of that tree, and 
Ave for ever,” Of this tree we can only ſurmiſe, 
ſpeculate, and con jefAure ; it appears to my appre» 
henſion , that this muſt be a tree of Divine Light :- 
.. a tree planted by God for ſome future manitelta- 
tions of his wiſdom and goodneſs to Adam, and his 
poſterity, if he had perſevered in his original in- 
ttegrity; I am inclined to think, that had not ſin 
entered the world by Adam, the Devil never would 
been powerful enough to prevailed over the moral 
kecditude of future generations, nor fin never tris 
umphed over the minds of men; and that the 
Tree of Liſe would been a continual token between 
God and man, that he ſhould never die, not even 
a natural death; but, like Enoch be tranſlated; or 
like Elijah be taken up into Heaven, without any 
regard to times, or ſeaſons, when, where, and bote, 
it was moſt agreeable to the Divine will; ſo that the 
term ive for ever,” is very applicable, and proper; 
becauſe it would only be a tranſition from a 
life on earth, to a life in heaven; for — 
be no need of a reſurrection day, or me . 
1 mn was no ee to be h.. 


2 * 
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. | Again, how was Adam to receive ſuch advantage 
by touching this tree as to * live for ever,” after 
be had inna, and brought the curſe upon himſelf, 


1 and poſterity ? the former part of our cortolary 


may be deducible to plain reaſon, but this point is 
certainly more abſtruſe, and more difficult of defini. 
tion; but even here, if we diyeſt ourſelves of pre- 


judice, and partial ſentiments, we * reap advan- 


| a * our e c 8 N 


The e of God ue pof funding « . * the 
depth of his wwiftlom is unſearchable { it we believe 
the ſacred record, we mult believe there was ſuch a 
tree f chat if Adam had touched, or cit of it, he 
that-this: tree was endowed with a peculiar virtue 
above all other trees ; 2 virtue of a reſtorktive, or 
ſalutary tendency towards the preſervation of the 
human frame from maladies, and a balſamic quality 
n a mollifying nature, that by the 
or (L believe more properly ſpeaking) the 
aue oe any bodily calamity proceeding from 
the inordinate irregularities and imprudence of in- 
eee would be 


eſcape immediate death, by looking on Moſes's fiery 

_ ſerpent ; and if Adam had continued in a courſe 
{© N and integrity in obſerving the com- 
mandment 


removed, as the Ifraelites did . 
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mandment of the Lord; there would bern bo nos 
ceſlity for the Lord to have removed him from 
Paradiſe, becauſe being himſelf, and his family, and 
generations iſſuing from him, all in a ſtate of per⸗ 
fect purity, and holy community with their Maler, 
and the heavenly hoſts ; they might have partaken 
of the beneficial, and falubriots efficacy of the tteg, - 
as conformable to the ordination, and wiſe decrees of 
God ; to heal them of the infirmities, and calamities - 
incident to their human nature, that their mortal 
frames ſhould not fall a ſacrifice to either of t 
numerous maladies that while in the fleſh they 
might be ſubject unto ; and in this ſenſe might 
be ſaid to ive for ever,” becauſe they would 
never have taſted death; but if Adam ſtill had the * 
opportunities of a recourſe to this tree after his ſing 
it is probable. he would never had died the death 
of mortality, but till have lived as a cutſe to the 
earth, and at enmity with God ; for the Devil 
would without doubt been vigilant, and diligent to 
have inſinuated into the mind of Adam, the virtue 
of the tree, and of courſe hardened his mind againſt ; 
the impulſe of conviction, and the tender im- 
preſſions of conſcience z- with the vain and deluſive 
expectations of everlaſting exiſtence in this created 
world, and thus lulled him into a carnal ſecurity, 
thoughtleſs, and fearleſs of his mem — 
or Eplcalure. 12 | 


If Adam bad 3 his original a of. 
purity, and not tainted himſelf, or N with 
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_ corrupted degeneracy, we have no room to doubt 
but that a continual increaſe of * the” Tree of 
Li would have followed in ſucceſſion, and pro- 


duced ſeed after its kind in regular rotation, for 
the benefit of mankind to the end of the world; 
as a balm of gilead to their wounded, and afflifted 


- bodies- I conclude, that our mortal frames would 


been equally ſubject to the incident viciſſitudes, and 
circumſtantial changes of the world as it is at pre- 
ſent; but being free from ſinful, and inordinate 


defires, and tuſtfol inclinations, the produce of 


creation would not proved ſo generally baneful, as 
from our evil concupiſcence and abuſe of it, we 
unfortunately experience it to be: the calamities 
of bodily feeling I imagine would been no more than 
the effects of the heavenly mutations, or revolving 
ſeaſons, making their gradual circuits according to 
divine appointment; that every herb, and plant 
would been good either for food, or remedy in 
conjunction with the © Tree of Life,” which tree 
I imagine would been calculated for the moſt emer- 

gent caſes ; as a ſpeedy, immediate, and” reſponſible 


antidote againſt the moſt unfavorable ſymptoms = 


approaching maladies : conſequently, it is obvious 


to my ideas, and ſentiments of the antideluvian 


world before fin gained a lamentable entrance; 


that mankind would ſtill experience the effects of 


mortal, though not of ſinful afflictions, or at leaſt 
been ſubject unto them; but in the more proper 
deff nition of the phraſe, not to experience the pre- 
. miſerzes of them, becauſe they would been 

endued 
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endued with a proportionable meaſure of righteous 
wiſdom, to have reſorted to the proper fountain, to 
drink of the healing waters of undefiled creation : 
they would then have known what pure, and un- 
corrupted wiſdom was, and poſſeſſed the ſame wiſ- 
dom that the irrational creatures of the creation do 
at this time: been able to diſtinguiſh between God's, 
wonderful works of nature; what was good and 
calculated for food ; and what was good, and eſſen- 
Aal for the LT of remedy : in this reſpe& 

we are beneath the moſt deſpicable reptile that 
twiſteth on the face of nature: the very worm un- 
der our feet can give us inſtructive leſſons on this 
head, and direct us by the paths of prudence _ 
to ſhun dangers that we-may not fall into evil: how 
much better it is to prevent a misfortune, than to 
ſearch for a remedy afterwards ; and particularly 
us, who are the moſt ignorant of all breathing 
creatures upon the face of the earth, or in the wa- 
ters under the earth; of thoſe things that are ap- 
plicable towards ſuſtaining nature, and · removing 
her various, and many accidental diſaſters, 


It do not appear that Adam's ſin, or the curſe 
accruing from it, did in any meaſure affect the in- 

animate, although it did the irrational part of crea... 
tion: every thing that had life felt the fatal blow, 
and {till groans under the ſmart of the incurable _ 
wound ; witneſs the antipathy and enmity that 
ſubſiſts 4 man, and every living creature 

under the ſun vithout t expeption : : he has the ap- 


Ne 
3 - | 
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pearance of a haughty, tyrannical monarch, whoſe 
company, and approach, is deteſted as much for 
© the violence with which he wounded nature, as for 
the authority, and dominion which he aſſumes: 
their ſubjection unto him proceeds more from fear 
than love; that unity, and concord that originally 
ſubſiſted between man and beaſt, is no more; the 
ferocity of the Lion is ſubſtituted inſtead of the 
meekneſs of the Lamb, and all e in nature 
are lamentably changed. 


1 conceive, that all the WT of creation ap- | 
propriated, and ordained by the Great wiſe diſpoſer, 
and orderer of all things, for eee and 
uſe of man, and all other created wing animals on 
the earth, or in the ſea, do ſtill retain its primitive 
virtues, unaffected with any dangerous, or or baneful 
qualities as the reſult of Adam's fin, and anſwer- - 
able to the ſame ſalutary purpoſes and equally falu- 
brious and attainable, by the irrational, and unrea- 
ſonable creatures; but woful the reflection to 
man, the moſt noble, and magnificent of all God: 
works, the ineſtimable, and invaluable virtues of the 
| boundleſs productions of heaven's liberal gifts, are 
obſcured in the maze of ſinful ignorance, and en- 


tailed ſtupidity ; and the temporal bleſſings. that - : 1 
. ._ would flow upon us by an intimate acquaintance. 
Voith Nature's bountiful accompliſhments, are ſtill 


left in a great meaſure to be diſcovered; and mult 


de by laborious ſtudy, and unwearied diligence, - 


that this needful knees will be attain 15 
| through 
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through the forfeiture of ori iginal perfect witiom "IIS 
that which was in our firſt created ſtate a free gift 
-of inheritance from Heaven, is now become a fa- 

tiguing, and painful ſcience; to be attained only by 
indefatigable induſtry, and perſevering afliduity ; 
in this reſpect we have loft that wiſdom that all 
other inhabitants of creation ſtill retain, and made 

a miſerable exchange, by ſubſtituting a wiſdom of 


evil in its place: ſo that we are the wiſeſt of God's _ | 


works in vice and the moſt fooliſh in virtue; this 


is the exchange we have made; a s life unto fin, and 
a ann; unto righteouſneſs. = 


The 7 ree of Knowledge ; I think we may with 
reaſonable propriety conclude did no longer exiſt, 
or permitted longer to flouriſh ; whether there was, 
or was not any more trees of the ſame nature, or 
kind; or of what nature, or kind it was, we are 
as equally unacquainted ; for to the Moſaical ac- © | 
count of the world we can have no acceſs for infor- 
mation; but that it was a tree bearing fruit, we 
have as palpable teſtimony whereon to reſt our cre- 
dulity, as we have for the belief of any part of 
ſacred writ; but for any efficacious qualities pecu- * 
liar” unto it, as conveying ſuperior, or additional 
wiſdom, or knowledge to Adam more than what 
was originally beſtowed upon him by God, I look 
upon as an erroneous conſtruction put upon the 
meaning of the text ; and for calling it an Apple, we 
might with an equal degree of veracity (for all we 
know) call it a Pear, a Plum, or a Cherry ; but 1 


N 
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is not probable to be either of them, nor any other 
fruit at this time on the face of creation; for I 
believe if any part of creation felt the effects of• 
Adam's tranſgreſſion as God's curſe, it was this Tree, 
and the Serpent; but in lieu of this, the Lord may 
cauſe to ſpring up many obnoxious plants, and un- 
wholeſome weeds, as a puniſhment, and memento 
to Adam, and his future offspring; for he ſaid, 
&© Curſed is ie ground for thy ſake ; here it is 
only the ground curſed, by bringing forth herbs, 
and plants, of noxious, and deſtructive qualities, 
as thorns, thiſtles, and other hurtful, and dangerous 
productions, for ſome wiſe purpoſe peculiar. to his 
on unerring wiſdom, and Almighty will; and as 


unconnected with our reſearches, as corflleat with 


the unrevealed ſecrets of his own unfathomable | 
«counſels ; but notwithſtanding, the primeval ſpon- 
aneous productions of his „ve days work, as the 


perfect ornaments of creation, {till retained their 


native ſimple, and healing virtues, as beneficial for 
the neceſſary occafions of man ; and this ſecond 
produce of offenſive plants, may in the literal ſenſe 
of the text be called a ſecond Creation; for the 
earth did not yield the like before ; for they was 
added unto the reſt as a perpetual teſtimonial of 
God's diſpleaſure, and for their banefulneſs, as an 
allay to the ſweets that would been otherwiſe always 
extracted from every other portion of Gods created 
works ; but now being promiſcuouſiy compounded 
the 1 and the evi; there is the ſame needful 
5 e now to guard againſt poiſonous 


| e 


cle. I. 0 the Two 2 Tr. ; $ * 


— and beverage i in reſpect of 1 body, as 
there is againſt alluring temptations, and ſnares to ſe- 
duce the ſoul; and whether our ſpiritual, or temporal 
faculties are moſt frequently affected, it is diſſicult to 
determine, fo as to draw any conſequential concluQ- 
ſions from it; we are not in this place deſcending 
to every minute inſtance of complaint, bodily or 
ſpiritually; but to take the two feelings in a gener- 
al point of view, I think that intemperance, and im- 
prudence, brings as many diſerders, and ailments on 
© the body, as temptations, and deluſions do on the ſoul ; 
for we muſt believe, that every inſtance of intemper- 


"bodily complaint; in this caſe there is no excep- 
tion; but in the caſe of temptation it is quite other- 
. wiſe ; temptations are oftentimes exceptionable*: 3 


yet wounded ; the temptation muſt. be enfÞraced, 
and cheriſhed, before the ſoul feel the diſmal, and 


fay, there are many temptations withſtood ; for it 
is not every one, that rejects the proffered grace of + 
Cod, at all times ; and conſequently, I think we 
may juſtly deduce from the premiſes aforementioned © | 
the following inference ; that the body do in this? 
life experience as proportionable meaſure of the 


yy . weight of God's ſiuſt curſe on Creation (making 
d the proper allowance for the ſhortneſs of its exit, 

d and incapacity of feeling, and mortality, and immor- 
1 _ nality) as the ſoul will in the life to come: well! 
8 may we then — with our Maler in his com- 
8 =O 4 


ance brings in a greater or leſſer meaſure ſome 449 


Satan, or the world can but tempt ; the ſoul is not 


woful effects of it: and I hope I may venture to 22 


mae 


gd I * 2 : * 
* # 
# 
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mination by woful experience; « Curſed aaa 
ground for thy ſake, in ſorrow (and pain ) ſhalt thou 
eat of it all the days of thy % . 


This noxious increaſe of the earth was ſent as a 
eurſe, and for no other end but a curſe; it came 
with the voice of wrath, as a provoked infliction; 
6 TOW and Thiſtles shall it bring forth unto 
thee,”” this was an efficient omen to Adam of the 
appearance of ſomething new to ſpring out of the 


earth, to which he was unacquainted; and the 


appellations, or names that the Almighty gave to 
' # thoſe new created productions of nature, conveyed 


without doubt, very alarming, and terrific ideas | 
to Adam's imaginations, accompanied as it was 


with the angry countenance, and thundering voice 
of God. | 


Ith 18 . probable that Adam 8 give names to 


all the other preternatural products of the earth, 


that ſucceeded the © Thorns, and T, hiſtles,” which 
I believe was the two firſt curſes that the earth | 


felt; but to give my own private opinion, I do not 
think that ever Adam was ordered by God, or did 


of his own will give names to ſuch plants, or herbs, 


that proceeded the curſe, or in other words, that 


was the curſed produce of the earth; but rather 

that they was left for poſterity to nominate ; for 
daily experience convince us that from generation, $5 

to generation to this very time, there is not two 

| ay, or _— two counties, that give per- 

| BT nicious 


. _ 


e 1 8 5 


arely apply in we fame deſtrudt rr 
wes; 5 Or even capable of diſcerning their r ſpective Fa 


properties, whether they are good, or whether the 
are evil : whether they are the works of God's 
bleſſed third day; or whether they are the works 
of God's curſed latter day: for I am convinced by 
recent experience, that the ſame individual plant, 
fruit, and herb eaten in one part of Europe, i is deem- 
ed obnoxious, dangerous and pernicious in another; 
and to bring my-proofs nearer home, I have form 
large quantities of a certain herb brought. to Phila - 
delphia market, and alſo gathered in private gar- * 7 
dens, and partook of them as boiled vegetables, as 
good and pleaſant, as well as wholeſome, as the 
moſt nutritious produce of garden cultivation; ane 
at the ſame time can avouch it for indiſpytable - 
truth, that I never ſaw, or heard of this planb being 
_ uſed in Europe as food for mankind; but have 
| known it to be thrown by loads to the dunghills, 9 
as weeds and incumbrances, as a herb not — for . 
food. 


From what has been ſaid, the following de a 
ces may be deduced from the premiſes * by Adam's | 
eating the forbidden fruit, the earth was curſed 
with additional productions of noxious herbage: 
that mankind has not the diſcernment to draw the * 
different diſtinctions, or attain to a knowledge f 
their reſpective qualities, between the firſt blefſed 
reation ond . one: and * 25 7 


- meaſure feel the fata Y iſſuing 
| the firſt tranſgreſſion, by be Ming ſubject 
unto, and frequently wounded with the caſualties 
of creation's defilements, or the ſecond created 
curſe ; but happily for them, not being endued 
with ton faculties, to have a knowledge of, or 
defire for good, or evil, as connected with ſervitude, 
or reverence to their Maker ; they can wiſely 
deſcry the difference between plant and plant, and 
apply the moſt ſalutary to their accidental ailments ;_ 
they never knew fin, and by the pure guidance of 
natural inſtin& they are led to chooſe good, and 
remain totally unacquainted with evil: they know 

| how to extra the virtues of the pure, and to ſhun 4 
the ms or {hurttul e of creation. 
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0s THE DEVIL. 
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| 12 is not the univerſal belief, but the univerſal 
profeſſion, that the Devil continually c 2walketh about 
ſeeking whom he may deùour: * walking about 
certainly implies unręſtraint: ſeeking, alſo implies 
a ſearching after ſomething that is loſt, or ſome- 
thing deſirous to be found; and the words &* 20hom 
| he may devour,” tally implies a power ; a 
power irreſiſtable, or a power impetuouſly tempt - 
ing z in either caſe, the object of his malice or 
machinations, muſt be expoſed to intricate dangers 
and difficulties ; this is a demonſtrative evidence to 
our ſenſes, that if the bible either of the old, or new 
record, be taken in a literal ſenſe, that the Devil is 
not only a tempting ſpirit, but a powerful, and un- 
reſtrained ſpirit ; and the viſible incongruity between 
this ſelf evident propoſition, and the words of St. 
Peter in his 2 Epiſtle, ii chap. and 4th verſe is plain 
to the moſt illiterate readers that underſtand what 
they read; there is a palpable ambiguity in the two 
- Phraſes, Satan can neither be confined, reſtrained,  _ 
or limited in his aten. er or courles, . while 5 


2 # 
; . 
* 


; fway, 2s as as e ound 
"this is an incontrovertable maxinihat - 
no plauſible argument; for it i ptofoſledly allowed 
and maintained by the writers of both old and new 
| teſtaments, that Satan always is with us and can 
dy immediate tranſition accompany us when, and 
where hepleaſe, and what may ſeem really more mi- 
raculous, and even ſurpaſs our credibility, is the aſſer- 
tion of St, Paul, in his 2 Epiſtle, Cor. xi. 14.5 for 
Satan himſelf is transformed into an angel of light;”” 
_ ofevery thing pertaining to /ran/mutation, viciſſitudes, 
or wonderful occurrences in heaven, or earth, noth- 
ing moral, or divine of all the revealed tranſactions 
recorded in facred writ from the beginning of 
Geneſis to the end of Revelations, conveys to 
out ideas more impreſſive motives of conviction for 
its ſupport and demonſtration, than this uncon- 
trouled power of Satan, to take upon him the . 
TY * and reſemblance of an * angel of light.” 


8 


nt gue If Satan can afſams that beatifical vilage that 5 
4 Pl "6 poſſeſſed while in a ſtate of. perfective, and bliſs- 
mu light and glory, in the illuminated manſions of 
heaven in the preſence of God; and in this allur- 
ing, and attracting form tempt. mankind ; well 
might we cry out in the bitterneſs of our ſouls with 
the diſciples of Feſus, Mat. xix. 25. & Who then 
cum be ſaved ?” or we may bring our refletions 
Bus. to à more particular, and ſelf concerned point, and 
339M . as the 89 a to * and ' Silas ; 
is Ee 1 What 


erde Devil. 


I 6 to be ſaved?” Afts, xvi. 3s. 
4 5 oom the right principles of ra- 
on "IP my on the baſis of religious 


Char! m. 


offering for ſacrifice either of Turtle Dover, Goats, 
or Lambs, can be of any ſervice in working out the 
ſaluation of à Few, under the old law; any more 
than the blood of Feſus can purify and cleanſe from 
original impurity in the new ; while Satan is power- 


ful to tempt, not only under the various diſguiſes - 


of ſin in all its alluring ſhapes. and forms, but even 


under that of virtue, religion, and ſanctity; for 


wherein he reſemble an angel of light, he muſt re. 
ſemble an heavenly heſt ; and under ſuch attracting 
and promiſing concealments, the proſpe is very 
cloudy and but a faint view of the Holy mount Zion 
can be expected by the children of men: the advice 


of St. James in his 4th chap. and 7th verſe; implies 


an almoſt impoſſibility ; © ref. the Devil and he 
will flee from y ou.” It is neceſſary firſt for us to 
know how to iſtinguiſh this angel of light, from 


another angel of light; and unleſs the divine ope-  @ 
ration of God's Spirit is manifeſtly diſplayed. towards 6 38 


us, for revelation, it is boi pot: Gia ever 


we can doi =” # fs, 


Mankind may very <td and og refle, | Do 


and with mournful, and lamentable refleQions, be- 


ade 1 an impoſlibility, that an 


4 


wail their preſent deplorable ſituation, to be ſur- 1 


rounded on all fides by the Devil, and his miſſiona- ; 


nes oy the En is — and under ſuch 


ei Op Devil. Boon I, 


numerous tempting diſguiſes,: that even pad him- 
ſelf was induced to deny his M/ G +. - 


We may ail further produce 2 2 al . 
for ſupport of Satan's: roving, and wanderings to and 


fro the earth ; and if we give credit to the book of 


Fob, we * the moſt weighty, and ſtrongeſt i im- 


pulſe upon our belief, than any other evidence in the 


boly writings ; and which taken in a literal ſenſe 
without any comment, or figurative conſtruction, is 

really very alarming, and e to a ſerious 
and religious ſoul ; Job i. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 
12th verſes * And the Lord ſaid unto Satan whence 
cometh thou ? Then Satan anſwered the Lord and 


aid; from going to and fro in the earth and walking 


up and down in it. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, 


. baſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that there is 


none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that. feareth God, and eſcheweth evil 2 
then Satan anſwered the Lord, and ſaid, Doth Job 


ear Gop far nought. Haſt not thou made an hedge 
about him, and about his houſe, and about all that he 
hath on every fide ; thou haſt bleſſed the work of his 


bands, and his ſulſtance is increaſed in the land, 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that 
be hath, and he will curſe thee to thy face. And 


the Lord ſaid unto Satan behold all that he hath is in 
thy power, only upon himſelf put not forth thine hand 


2 . went m ah the uns of the Lord.” 


Here 5 1 
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nav. III. Of the Devih.. 7 109 


Hen we have, a full and preciſe diſcourſe that- 
between God, and the Devil: here we 

have the calumniations and requeſts of Satan, and 
the interrogatories, and anſwers of God, as correctly 


ſtated, and particularly e rech und defined, as it 7 


is poſſible for language to be deſeribed ; a- plain, 
evident converſation that actually took place between. 
God and the Devil; but where, or when it happened, 
no author that ever J read pretends to determine; 
and if we reſt upon tie plain literal words of the 
text without applying any diſtant ſimilitude, or par- 
able to our conceptions, we can draw no other con- 
cluſions from the words, but that Satan has free 
gcceſs, and recourſe to all the works of creation, 
and ſo far from being confined in chains till the judge . 
ment day; he has liberty either granted, or ar- 
britary, to go, and come, where, and when he 
pleaſe; and can even challenge the Great God of 
| heaven and cart h, with the trial of patience, and ho- 
Uneſs, of one of his favourite children; and ſo far. 
as our ſpeculative ſentiments can be depetded upon 


in the preſent caſe, we may with weeping, and wail-⸗ 2 E 
ing, and gnaſſfiing of teeth ; cry out with the chi- 
dren of Iſrael Numbers, ws Chap. 12 verſe, WY 


* Behold we die, abe periſh, we all geriſb, ſor in 
either caſe, whether the Devil's domineering preva- 
lency proceeds from a granted licenſe from his Cre- 
ator, or is an uſurped authority of his own, it is in 
either caſe, equally deſtruQive, and prejudicial: to 
the ſouls of men; but if the former is the caſe W 
. nn fir l and ſay, we are tempted 
and 


ea op — * 
nothing” can be more ant to the rational un- 


the ide of our fouls, —— 
it was poſſible for the God d all love; to employ as 
his agent the Devil of all malice: for if we allow 


his permiſſion, we cannot ſubtra& from the agency; 


for the two terms are reciprocal, and will not admit 
ofen ſeparation z conſequently, it appears to me, 
that the Devil is neither agent for, nor permitted by 
God, to tempt mankind, in the vulgar ſenſe of the 


words, as in general underſtood, bates een pere | 


tan's ann. | 


We enen dat d en 
or under chains of darłneſi until the judgment day + 


theſe are ſynonimous expreſſions, and both relate 


to conſimement, anll puniſhment : and the ſcripture 


language is equally explicit in many places to evince 
18 of: th th of the aſſertion; we have as ſuffl. 


7. A amorty to reſt our credit upon Satan's being 
reſerved under the power of darkneſs until the 


- Judgment day, feeling the anguiſh, and bitter tor- 
. tures of remorſe in expeQation of his approaching 


eee 6 ve have of tis being ati 


The recorded proofs in ſcripture are ſo numerous, 

as demonſtrative evidences of his being in bothſtates, 
"that by omparin one, part af Cod r,revenled word 
with another, we are confounded in our judgment, | 
and at a loſs how to reconcile our ideas to ſack 
ſeeming inconfiſtency ? at the ſame time religiouſly 
careful, and timorous, of perverting the word f 
Cod, by miſinterpretations and wrong — 
tions; we readily ſubſcribe to both princip 
_ comprehend nes nt ; and like thoſe who are 9 
ed by an implicit religion, through the prejudice of 
education or ſecular intereſt, we eſtabliſh-our dog- 
ma of faith, upon a corollary we neither conceive, 
. comprehend, or underſtand ; and thus from ge ar 
ation to generation, all our impurities, iniquities, 
tranſgreſſions, and fins, are imputed to Satan, 
whether they are of thought, word, ordeed ; becauſe 


we would wiſh to have a cloak to ſcreen ourſelves « ; i i 
from guilt, it muſt be all attributed to his wel a. 


and down the earth, and if this 


ed as orthodox, we acquit e 8 


imbibed evil, and quite free from the conſequeſices. 
of the firſt fall: of what hurtful tendency can itbe 
to us, if we are conceived in fin, and brought farth 
in iniquity; if no evil thought, word, or action can _ 
reſult. from thoſe conſequences, but what is finſt 


- the operatinginfluence of Satan upon our faculties; = 
| . \ we 
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* ae in this e as fret rom fin, before act val” 
tranſgreſſions, as Jeſus himſelf ; as fa? as relate to 
any crimes of immorality ; for Satan being the 
moving, and Firſt eſſicient cauſe, either as an agent, 
vr permitted inſtrument to work upon us, before we 

tan, or do even 1//, to be ſinful, we are in this 
«Tenſe in the ſame ſituation as gu (is ſaid to be) 

ven the Devil” ſet him upon the pinnacle of the , 
"temple * he was now tempted of the Devil, but being 

the 8on of Ca, he was not conceiye$in fin, but 

; brought forth in iniquity, and naturally endued 

with ſufficient power to withſtand the temptation: 
1 W differ from him in this reſpect ; we are conceived 
in fin, and brought forth in iniquity ; and of 

__ » courſe we muſt unavoidably fall victims to the 

ſeduction of the inſernal Fiend,” unleſs ſupported 

und ſtrengthened by the immediate efficacy of | 

3 Geer. 2 | 


But 455 we rides now beet of the Devil! s being 
51 hell ; how is it poſſible for human conception to 
deviſe any means or method for Satan to tempt 
s ? thoſe ſeeming oppoſite extremes of his be- 
= hell, and out of hell, at the ſame time, and 


” 2 
— 
LY 


A All times; involves us in an embarraſſment of i ir- 
t bee ee perplexities; it leads us into an in- 
*tricate maze of confuſed ideas, and after all, leaves 
us in an involved labyrinth of darkened myſteries ; 
but as myſterious as it might appear, I hope, it will 
in the end prove not to be one of thoſe . 


ben, hunt an,, 


- 


nx, III. | 


If the fallen 2 den in darknieſs to 
che judgment day, t. Peter and St. Jude ye, 
I 2m inclined to their opinion) we mult ſup- 
poſe Satan to accompany his unhappy crew, and 
how he extricated himſelf from this dungeon of 
remorſe, is, I think, one of the greateſt myſteries i in 
the ſacred writings ; and to believe as any oy 
(and: thoſe real good Chriſtians, and 8 
well as learned men) that the Devil's liberty, and 
power upon earth to tempt mankind is appointed by 
God, (and even his afſuming the ſhape of a Serpent 
to tempt Eve) purpoſely for the greater manifeſ- 


d damning the wicked, the more to diſplay 


3 LE. 
*% J * <7 * o 


tation of his own glory, in giorifying the righteogs, 


er of his wiſdom, and greatneſs ; is, to my 
ideas of right, and wrong, and of Gods truth, and 

juſtice, as great a paradox as can be impoſed upon 
the underſtanding of mankind ; what affinity can a 
damned ſoul bear to the g/ory if God? What glory 7 


1 


can it be unto God, to damn thoſe ſouls in Hell's neu. 1 


er ending torments, that he created on purpoſe to te- 
Occur the vacuum of the glory of heaven? it s 
an oppoſition to every principle of mercy, . juſtice, - Wi 


clemency and truth; our eee are ſtrz al ne 


beyond the 8 of rational comprehenſſ . X- 
and directly impreſſes upon our ſouls, an unfavour- ® 
able judgment of God's diſpenſations of baba e 


* * and good will towards men. 5 


Now as we cannot el our ideas to cheſs | 4 
abſtruſe * * the Devil go.” FO "TOE 
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time; wo will endexycar in the wat Chap. to elu · 


cidate this heterodoxical poſition, and explain the 
proper meaning of the various texts, that WD. 
- theſe different ſituations and circumſtances of Satan, 
eee e ee from all 


T3 


or THE DEVIL, 


. 4a S in no meaſure acceſſary ta the Sins: 
i: the Worls, be AGENCY, TY, 


* 


N the fift place we mall dpd otbives N 
delity and diſbelief of the Deity ; or in other 
words, Atheiſm : an Atbeiſt, of all men can lay the 
greateſt elaim to the pity of the pitiful; becauſe he 
vainly profeſſeth an unbelief of that principle, Which 

he really trembles to reflect upon; and believes 
in his conſcience, what he is aſhamed to avouch by 
1 his actions; and if there is no God that create! 
world, "theres a Being, or ſomething, he cat} 9 
tell what, that put a moving cauſe into prim. 
tive chance, to jumble together all the heterogenous 
particles of compounded matter; but becauſe a 
belief in the One Great, Infinite, uncreated and ſelf 
exiſting God, claſhes too much with his baſe, carnal, - 
and ſelfiſh nattre, and brutal diſpoſition ; he would 
rather reduce himſelf to the ſervility of a beaſt bß 
denying an immortality, than to exalt himſelf to the 5 
* - b 2980, by ee a 2 
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| Inf for my ee earatts; 
.  nbilities to deſcribe a real Atheif, nor would not 
give credit to the fel f-evident propoſitions of any 
man that did openly avow it to be his faith; neither 
can I think that ever any perſon in the wore: died | 
a 2 principled Atheiſt who had a warning of his 
change and time for reflective impreſſions to be 
© made upon his ſoul, by the alarming approaches of 
death: for > be an abſolute Atheift, is to ſink 
beneath the very degrading appellations of the 
devils themſelves; for they do © believe ant 
tremble l: To ſum up the whole ina few words, 0 L 
F is morally impoſſible there can be à real | 
_ Atheiſt, in thought, word and deed, . 
8 unaequainted with any revealed convictions. 


Wee now return again to our oed bien 
the Devil ; that he 1 no 1 ek powerful 1 


i R | pri 


© God Almighty, the Father, Parent, or, er + 
Heaven and Earth, uncontrouled in his will, hig 
wiſdom, and his power, mult be allowed to ru, 

| reign and govern, as the One Supreme law giver, 
in Heaven and Earth, and whoſe ſole prerogative is 

the executive judgment upon 'fin and ſinners in 
this world, and that which is to come; and (if 
ve may be allowed the expreſſion) without contro- 
of verſy the world that is paſt: this propoſitional 
maxim granted, we have no ſhadow of ground to 


© gonclude that the firſt grand rebel, and revolter from 


Eu IV. Of the Del! 


his Maker, could experience ſuch an inc! of - 
clemency, pardon, and mercy, - has not only to be 
forgiven his pr-ſumptuous impiety, but even to be 
immediately reinſtated into Almighty favour, ms 
appointed as adminiſtering, or inſtrumental age 
ſeduce, beguile, and betray the new created Bangs, 
purpoſely intended from the purity and perfections Y 
of their image and nature, to replace himſelf and 
his curſed apoſtate crew in the ſeat of bliſs, and 
reign for ever and ever with their Maker in glo- 
ry: how is it poſſible that we can reconcile our 
ideas to ſuch abſurd incongruities; ſuch plauſible 
oppoſitions; ſuch improbable, nay, impoſſibleggon- 
A auences; ; and our conceptions will be raiſedto 
2 higher degree of aſtoniſhment, if we read the 
Aiſt. verſe of the xxv. Chap. of Matt. an eee, | 
ing fire prepared for the Devil and his angelt: 
theſe arg not the words of an apoſtle, a diſciple, or 
a follower of Jeſus, but of Jeſus himſelf (and het | 
- eording to the general creed of Chriſtian profeſſ | 
' ors) of the one Infinite God, himſelf ; but waving all 
. general or private opinions of the Trinity” dure, | 5 | 
or ſeparately in this place; the words were uttered 
85 by one who could not lic, and one that will be out % 
Judge hereafter, whether we believe, or an c. 8 
| N of his facred record. 8 


* 4 
- 


III muſt now be granted that a fre or cap othes\. 
| bahnen is reſerved for the Devil ; and as we 
fread nothing of the other fallen 42 being 
Ty liberated from their doomed place of 8 
7 What 


1 


3 


1 
. agel, amongſt the univerſal maſs of my fellow _ 
"> fallibls creatures, on the preſent ſtate of the Devil» 
I only beg the indulgence of my readers of the lib. _ 
;  exty of free-thinking, without attempting to any pre. 
ſumptive or poiitive vindications of what 1 ae 8 

veithet can! hinder ſuch as are diſpoſed for it, to 
oſs their comentsyand a accurate remarks upon it; 


mA 118 Of the [ Devil. 5 Box U. 
| . | what foundation have we got to build our conjec- 
- tures upon, that the Devj/, the firſt promulgator, 


and ringleader in the Heavenly rebellion, ſhould be 


ene this would have the 


of the Almighty being, a re/pefter f 
Devlls, if he is not a reſpecter of -perſons ; I have 


diligently ſearched, and impartially examined our 
_ Engliſh tranſlation of the Old and New Teſta- | 
ments but can find no proof to biaſs my mind to a 
belief, that Satan has any more liberty than his fel- + 


low revolters ; and ſhould be glad to know any rea- 


ſon why he ſhould : I think we have more weighty 1 i 


reaſons to imagine him to be more ſecurely, and 


: ſafely conſined than the reſt ; if we chuſe, accord 8 
eee fits concen af this Rue of ue? 


neſs, to wake any difference in the portion of their 
probationary puniſhment ; but according to ſcrip- 
tural revelation there are neither manſions, or de- 


7 grees of diſtinction now, nor will be in Hell here- 


after : but every one will find his own allotted - 
portion of its torments, ſufficiently een 5 
and miſerable. 25 


Haring given my own private opinion as an in- 


Lean 55 


_ mar ——55 ſer out with ri os EP cloſe. . 


with brotherly love; and to ſuch obſervators I am 
open to conviction, and ready for inſtruction; if 
our opinions are various, our love may ſtill be cor- 
dial, as we are all aiming to ſhun the ſame temp- 
tatſons, and to arrive at the ſame bleſſed end. 


e an begin d the frlb G awd Ea 


the! temptation of Eve. I jntreat the indulgence of 

2 readers while I enter into a ſhort detail of this 
tempting Serpent: if we believe Moſes's account of the 
creation (and pg ni 2 other tradition | 
that it was a. Serpent, Gen. . and 11. 
n we e dee and his kind after him to the end 
an inceſſant, never ending enmity ſhould ſubſiſt 
between him, and the woman's ſeed; and this in- 


flexible anathema is ſtill to this day irrevocably | ,, 
permanent between a ſerpent and a man: but | 


before this denunciation of God's wrath, I conclude 


the Serpent walked on legs; but what part of the 


animal creation he bore ſtrongeſt reſemblance 


unto we know not; which we might call a my/tery _ a 


paſt finding out ; and of no conſequente : It ap- 
pears to my underſtanding that it was a Serpent in 


the Garden of Eden, that tempted Eve, and not b 
Devil ; and I have very ſufficient grounds to dwell | | 


. __ * maintain OF: ane for I have no 
= 2 Tels 


; Serpent . 7 is repreſented unto our conceptions, 
as being more ſubtil than any beaſt of the fell; 


oh 


pen "was more ſubtil than any beaſt of the feld . 
Moſes, 
ar curſed above all catile., and above every” 
beaſt of the fleld God. Here we 860 be 
language of Moſet, and the language of God, bot 
cCeonſpiring in this manifeſtation; that it was the 1 
| 578 *. and not the Devil, chat was the firſt tranſ·- 


3 * . g | 5 Lo 1 + G65 * . 5 N 
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1% 3 than, the very , 2 the very 
voice of Cad; © becauſe thou haſt. dons, ibis 


there is no recorded teſtimony in the ſacred writings. 
he. the Devil aſſumed the form of the Serpent. 


property, peculiar to the Serpent, and diſtinguiſh« h 
able from other creatures on the creation; the 
_ Infamy of ſubiility, could not with propriety be fixat 1 
upon him, nor the curſe of Heaven be juſtly in⸗ =, 
- flited on him; for the Devil aſſuming the Ser- 
peni's ſhape, could not affect the-innocency of the 
Serpent, and of courſe, according to the tenor r of 
| ſound reaſoning, and deliberate judgment, 


| been more. blameleſ s, and conſequently. more inno» 


_ elucidation of this evil is obyiouſly explained by the 


or in any meaſure connected with the Serpent, or 
intereſted, or concerned in the temptation; for the 


now if this ſubtility had not been an ee 5 


curſe of God muſt hive redounded again Sho ; 
head of Satan; for in this caſe, the Serpent would: ; 


cent, than Eve herſelf ;: for it was only the ſhape, 
and not the faculties, of the Serpent, that could be 
affected, for he embraced no temptation; but the 


references already alluded unto; For | the Ser- 


F* becauſe thou bt done 15 thou | 


| gar 


% 


dun W. "Of vhs! Den 1 
 grefſor upon earth, and who immediately receivelt 
a reward according to his deed inthe-lviwer world, 
2s Satan did in the higher 3' nor throughout ths 
ſacred writings do we find the Devil, eicher repre 
ſenting, aſſuming, or being called a Serpent, but 

in one place, Rev. xii. 9. and this is no more than 
an allegorical term of compariſon between tha 
Serpent, and Satan; one for his impious tempta- 
tion, and deception of A ngels in Heaven ; tlie 


other for his beguiling e and deluſion of . 
mankind upon earth. 5 


e that Sing to the proline; "oe Jordi wn * 
never attempted to tempt mankind ; nor the Devil. 
to aſſume that, or any other creature for the pur- 
poſe of temptation z. which we may naturally con- 
clude he would very frequently 'in "me pleaſing, 
and- alluring images, if he had the power; for 


why not now, as well as then; from theſe confider=" 


ations 1 think we may reaſonably reſt upon this as - 
a deciſive point, that the Devil is under a ſevere 
| abridgment of liberty, and reſtrained from farther 


violation of the laws of Heaven, either by aftual 
tranſgreſſions there, or by authoriſed temptations _ 


here: Our imaginations are not ſtrained to com- 93 
prehend this, becauſe it bears a plain reripoerity | 


with the will, wiſdom, and power of God, over the Fg 


works of his own hands, in heaven, and on earth * 
but to allow the Devil to be every day and hour _ 


8 al over "the world in LAB Type: whatever ; 5 1 Ps, 


dation. pr: Ged , wk Ks mr 


him of his dignity, . s Tk reg 5 


"Thus I have endeavoured to allow unto the Great 


Omni potent Jehovah, the Superiority, and. ſupremity 


' that e n « OA: Ive 


19 7 


i ie jo now granted that it was the Serpent that 
4 voted Eve, the next thing that comes. under: con- 


tance from the reproach of ſubtility) but as there 
ns n ſprung. up in Heaven, the origin of which 
we cannot trace; why might not a ſimilar evil 
ſpring up on earth, unleſs we ſuppoſe earth to be 


more pure, and perfect, than Heauen; on earth 4 


it originated either in Adam, Eve, or the Serpent ; 
but as all blame of guilt is imputed to the Serpent, 


Ve vill grant him to be the ff rraſgreflor, in deeds, 


„ ee eee eee % ee or W 


„F next alece we anti. treat of the Serpents 


70 faculty of ſpeech. At this time, while creation was 


Wh in ſuch an infantile ſtate, we cannot imagine there 
was any articulate form of language conſiſting of 
5 direct intelligent words; but thoſe indiſtinct ſounds 


d and motions of the voice, that at preſent diſtinguiſh 


"ule; _—_— of the creation from another, and every 4 


F F CONT AT 
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ſidleration, is, how the Serpent became more ſubii! 
than other beaſts :. it muſt not be ſuppoſed he was 
© created ſo (becauſe that would been a full acquit- 


different kind ui each other; but at that 
time every living creature could by natural inſtintt 
diſcourſe together: or how could the Lamb 4 
down with the Lion ; or the Kid with the Wolf, 
if they were unacquainted with each others” voce; 
conſequently, in this immethodical manner of con- 
verfation, 1 conclude the e ee, Tio. 
_ the Serpent was conducted. 4x 


The niece nz w be cortiduredte x b 00 
che Serpent, being a bea/t, have any knowledge of 
God, or the difference between good and--owil:z . 
the ſame propofition will hold good reſpecting 

— Satan in Heaven 7 how did he know there was 


ue, he learnt it from the ſin of evil coneu- 
piſcence; as I ſald in a former 
ſin, cannot be traced and bonfequantiy, Infulggits - 
its riſe, and originality; and thus the Serpent ba- 


eame wiſe, to become an evil adviſer ta Eus; and 


bor his ſelf-accumulated knowledge at that time, 
NO ere eur . 


to his — — aoiſdom f the Serpent ; vert 
d been the works of the Deuil, 


this tranſaction 4 
there would been no extraordinary wiſdom in it; 
for he that could deceive Angeli, could undoubt- 


ally deceive a woman; but being done by a be 
of the creation, it was a wonderſul wiſdom, though a 
15 ; cu nſed one / but {till the denunciation did nok Fr 

Jetra bom the quality of ah and 9 
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on between him and God, in dignity or . 
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tion towards the fruit, but hitherto. reſtraine, 


| kom the commiſion, either through ror or dup... 


| Having now traced to the extent of finite con 
the Grit riſe of fin in heaven and on 


earth; and acquitted the o f propagators from 
any inherent power over the ealy diſpobrions .of. 


mankind; we muſt now endeavour to explain the 


_ "MM this firſt fall fn our Beende » woe are 5 
aAnceiued in ſin, and brought. farth in iniquity, and it 
is impoſſible it can be otherwiſe, becauſe every ſuc... 
ceeding generation from Adam and Eye, muſt con- 
ſequently be ſo; and although it is an Arent 
inherent property, it never did entail damnation up- 
on Adam's poſterity, although it did the curſe from 
original righteouſneſs; for an obſervance of the laws _ 
_ and commandments of God, was an antidote againſt | 
its miſerable effects, and inſured a recovery of the 
forfeiture of God's favour; of this we went many in« 
ſtances of the patriarchs and prophets, and others, bea 


* fore the coming of - Jeſu ; conſequently, original ſin 4 
could not damn us, but a perſeverance in that ſin 


can; ſo that being conceived and born in fin, we 
re by nature children of the Devil and the Serpent. 
and from their firſt i injection of the deſtructive bane 5 1 


into us, and Angeli in Heaven; we may call them 


4% gs ; i 4 


ot * an 1 8 6 
e are Ai ore _ 


Thus mankind are prone 1 
clined to iniquity, and withaut any outward tempia⸗ 
tions Nag ur ve are always prepared verge 


| fourith 3: unclatlaſtwe: are Ka at to auch per ag 
and progreſs-in/y that it is become. a com · 4 
mon proverbial exprefſion- * The Devil ir in — FR 
P. e we are haſtening „ 
darkneſs that: „ o ot ran; d | 

the temptations to be referred unto in holy writ, ate 4 
| only ſynonimous allegories, alluding to the rat F 

ty and i impurity of our —— to be 


The %s but ane: ira the! eee 2 
that conveys to our comprehenſions any plauſible 
evidence of the Devil ever being ſeen, or heard up- 

on che face of the earth; and that is in the 1% chaps 
HH wif, 28 J mentioned i in a former chapter, 
2 ad, that Trang fo far from ak ng.” wy, fandamens FF, 


* 


* : 


tions not ſufficiently 


| might we then 


S — . 


014 the Devil. Boox- 8 


tal demonſiniv rien; that the: very words re. 
uthciently erince it to ue e eee 
allegory. 8 * ; "+44 3 262-08 „ 4 4 


4 Himighty alk the Devil uhere he had bebu ? 


aul receives an 'anſwer. The Devil begs permiſ- 


nion to put Job's | righteouſneſs to the teſt, by def- | 
troying all that he had, this was granted. —EHe | 
next requeſts leave to afflict him ſorely, to tempt 


him to ſin; this was alſo granted; now theſe texts 


taken in a literal ſenſe entirely confounds the bible, 
and leaves a conſidering ſoul in a ſtate of confuſed 
An one caſe it is diveſting the Almighty 
of alt - power over Satan, and inveſting Satan.with 
power over men.—lIn the next place, it has the ap- 
pearance of a mutual intereourſe ſubſiſting between 
God and Satan, and when Satan found his tempta - 
:fficacious to prevail upon a 
© righteous/ man to ſin againſt his Maker by 1 nd 43 
bis ſenſes ; he is permitted, and that by God's. ; 
to aſſault his Feelings, and 3 
him grievouſſy; if this hypotheſis is granted, well 
cry out with the diſciples. in Matt, 
xix. and 25, © Who then can be ſaved?” for we are. 


tempted, and moſt powerfully tempted, and Amoſt 


e eee eee AE NOT. 21 


This hiſtory of Job is 7 as 1 by | 


more commentators on the bible than any other 


book, or hiſtorical narrative in all the ſacred writ- 


ings; it is only in general believed as a relative re- 


lation to che occurring viciſſitudes and circumſtan - 
| 05 ces 


chor. W. "Of the Dig... 


eb of our experiences, addreſſed to our feelings, 
and ſenſes, in a ſimi 


diſciples, and ſuch comparatiye conſequences to be 
deduced from it, that is, faith in God, hope from God, 
and patience under God; and theſe: three virtues fum- 
marily comprehended, conſtitutes the tryali, afflic- 
tions, and righteouſneſs or integrity of Job: this is the 
opinion of many ancient fathers, as well as learned 
men of our own day. Some are of opinion that 
it was wrote by Moſes, while he was among the 
 Midianites, but I believe it to be no more than a 
mere ſpeculative conjecture, founded upon. empty 
notions ; for Meſes at that time was but a young 
man, and his time and attention was engroſſed by 
| ſubjects and concerns that would not-admit of ſuck 


_ deliberate and thoughtful reaſoning ; his time was - 


fully employed in the duties of a huſband and ſer- 


vant to Jethro his father-in-law; and when there was 
no proſpe& of his being the deliverer of his brethren. 


from the bondage of Pharaoh; but, nevertheleſs, 1 
would not wiſh to have it underſtood, that I have 
_ attempted à confutation, upon any further grounds 
than my own private ſentiments z and leave it to 
every one to judge, according to the dictates of their 
own reaſoning, acknowledging that my ſpeculations 
are ſubject to fallibility as well as a it is + 
e that 1 give them. 


It appears to me, that we e have no more reaſon to I 
doubt of the exiſtence or Bron than we have of the 
1 


nilar manner to ſome of the par- 
. ables or admonitory counſele of our Saviour to his 


„ 


* 


WT 


ing myſtery ; ©, Then was Jeſus led up of the ſpirit 


* 


DO ile Dei Roo If; 
| d nor of the vera - 
of the circumſtances therein related of him; 
and inſtead of mother perſon writing this hiſtory of 
God's workings with him, I am inclined to think that 


Job recorded the general ſubſtance of this part of his | 
life himſelf, at different times, as accidental occur- 


rences did ſucceed each other, and after his death 


all compiled together and'publiſhed, with ſome figu- 
rative alluſions,* applicable to the then preſent ſtate 
of the world, and the compiler's or publiſher's own 
experience; and 1 think moſt likely one or more 
of his own ſons, or probably one of the Prophets 
got poſſeſſion of the manuſcript, and improved upon 
it by the additionof thoſe inſtructive alluſions afore- 
mentioned, as being very ſuitable to the nature of 
his own contemplative ſoul and experience, beſides : 
uſeful, and neee others. 8 


Au ls terorded i in the new teſtameng, Mart, i iv. and 
5, Thot Satan ſet Feſus upon the pinnacle of a temple, 
and alſa upon a high mountain, and ſhewed him all the 
kingdoms and glories of the world ; but the firſt verſe 
of the chapter is a full illuſtration of this ſeem- 


| / 


into the wilderneſs to be tempted of the Devil :s. The 
Spirit here alluded unto was ſo much of the human 
 infirmity as proceeded- from his deſcending from his 
mother; The Virgin Mary was one of Adam's poſ- ; 
terity, conceived in fin, and brought forth in ini- 

* guity; and although our Saviour was not conceived 
in im, he wWas n eee in in, as being the 


8 
wer * of - 


edit child Sa perein e wn ke 
he ſhould be ſo, to be ſubject to ſome of the tempta- 
tions incident to mankind; for if he had not been 
tempted, his miſſion could not been fulfilled, by put- 
ting his followers an example of reſiſtance, neither 
could he be ſaid to be made * like unto his brethren, in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh in all things ,” conſequently, | 
it wasneedful for him to experience the ſame ſpiritual 
and bodily pains, temptations and tryals ; and this he 
did, and in this reſpect did no more than what any, 
and every ſenſible ſoul may do that is born into the 
world, and arrived to diſcretionary underſtanding, 
that have a will and defire to be ſaved ; for there is 
the ſame God to enable, the ſame grace to aſſiſt, the 
fame promiſes, and the ſame deliverance for thoſe that 
ſeek it, and the ſame glory for thoſe that 1 improve it 
and perſevere unto the end in it, 


. for the Devil taking Fe 7 i up to 45 top of a 


high mountain, to ſhew him all the kingdoms of the 
earth; the very words conveys an illuſive meaning, 
for if he had him to the bottom of the ſea, he could 
have ſhewn it him equally as well ; for as a man, 
Feſus could ſee no further than another; if the Devil 
could; and as God, or the Son of God, he was under 
no obligation to the Devil; to give him that which 
was already his own; and for ſuppoſition ſake, 

what if he had accepted the devil's offer? I believe 
be would have found it a difficult matter to have ful - 
filled * 3 Thus 1 have endeavoured to 
demonſtrate, 


Vor. J. 8 8 | 
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8 Of the Devil. ous i n. 
demonſtrate, that the Devil and the Serpent are two | 
diſtinQ, ſeparate created beings ; and neither of 
them, ſince Adam's diſmiffion Pty Paradiſe, 8 
been able to ſeduce or beguile mankind, vocable or 
viſible, but that all our evil thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, take their-riſe from our on inherent ſinful- # 
qualities, and readineſs to embrace ſin, in which we 
are eee and brought forth : But nk the re- 


gecdon! 4 By grace Je are ſaved,” 
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of a Antediluvian ſtate of the Wor» 
| UNTILL THE FLoov. 


ACCORDING to Moſes 3 * Is the begins 
ning God created the Heaven and the Earth." 
However mankind may differ in the principles of 
primeval motion, or compilation of the numberleſs 
millions of minute particles, that compoſe this wot 
derful fabric of diverſities, and conſtitute this hab- 
itable world we do all agree in this one circum- 
ſtantial point : That there was a time when this 
world was not ; but whether it was created, or form- 
ed by one God, or two Gods, or three Gods, or by the 
blind productions of chance, by jumbling all theſe. 
atoms together, and reducing them all into this reg- 
ular and compact order of ſymmetry ; I muſt leave 
every one to his own thoughts upon the matter; 
but if my book ſhould happen to fall into the hands 


of an advocate for chance, as the Creator ; permit 7 67 


Me to put two * to him. Who was the 
crewy 2. 
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Creator of thoſe atoms? or who put chance firſt in 
motion? for my part, I believe, that the Creator, 
was the One Infinite God; and it is to thoſe of the 
fame principle of belief, that I addreſs myſelf in 
theſe lines, with any grounded hopes of being 
| beneficial to others, or happy in myſelf. 


COPD 

The world being thus created by God, he could 
not view with pleaſure the perfect work of his 
hands (which juſt before he had pronounced, alt 
very good) not probably one 2vcek, before he ſaw * 
the ſeeds of. diſobedience ſpring up amongſt the 
fertile produQtions of variegated nature, and blem- 
iſhed all the beauties of creation. 


Muſt this early degeneracy " nature « bdaleribed | 
to any eternal decree: of the firſt great and all wiſe 
Architet, which he had juſt before pronounced 
* all very good ?” do this imperfe@ion| in creation's 
infant beauties convey to our imaginations any 
thing of a mutual reciprocrity between the Creator, 
and the Created? certainly it does not; it muſt. 
proceed from ſome original ſubyerting cauſe, in di- 
 re@oppoſition to the rectitude of creation and prov- 

idence, If the united harmony of ſpirits in 

Heaven was interrupted, it is no matter of aſtoniſh. 
ment that created bodies upon earth ſhould be cor- 

rupted; and we have as ſufficient plea to main- 

_ tain the opinion that the Almighty decreed, the fevo- 
lution in Heaven, as to fore · appoint the degeneration 
ppon earth ; and where theſe tenets are ſupported 
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2s eſtabliſhed principles, its advocates might with an 
equal degree of eſteem for, and juſtice to their 
Maker, ſtyle Satan, an angel of light, and Adam, 
, © nan after God's own heart,” for they each of 
them acted in congruity to their Maker*s. will, 
they were ſubſervient to his eternal purpoſe, and 
done their duty; aftd it is impoſſible that God or 
Angeli can with equity, and truth call them rebels, 


or tranſereſſors ; for they neither rebelled, nap 
tranſgreſſed, but did the will of Gad. | 


ö 81 ſaid in a former Chap. in, ſprung up as an 
original production in Heaven, and alſo on Earth ; 
and from its increaſing malignity to purity, it be- 
came the ſource of increaſing, and unbounded evil, 
and ſpread its baneful influence, with ſuch rapid 
_ progreſſion, that the Almighty himſelf became 
 forrowfully affedted, © and it  grieved him at his 
heart,” and he * repented that he bad made man. 
The Lord could not be grieved, when he had TO. 
_ eternally decreedthe cauſes of his own grievance; well  _ 
| knowing the Hecke muſt be dependant on the cauſe 
and iſſue from it; neither could he in the proper 
ſenſe of the phraſe be ſaid to repent ; becauſe man 
had all 55 acted entirely from a dutiful principle 
of obedience, conformable to his will, in thought, 
 4vord, and deed. 1 
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| Again, on the principle of Cos Omn iſciency, ſup- - 

poſe it is granted that he forcknew, and foreſaw * 
the impending evil chat threatened mankind, r nl 
Adam's „„ 


51 6% fuppoſe this 


* e rnd, ber Kue e (AA can 


be deduced from it? will it not in the iſſue termin. 


ate as a mere paralogy ? for muſt not a fore-know!: 


edge of Adam's guilt, without the conveyance of- 


ſupernatural preventive, be allowed as conſiſtent 
with, and in conformity to his will ? for to pretend 
to maintain ſuch heterodox notions with a view of 


fear of reducing 


| Uignifying the wi/dom of Oninipotency, or through 
from the attributes of the Creator, 


is juſt the ſame as to advance the doctrine of a 


fighting God ; for the ſame argument will hold 


good reſpeQing the firſt tranſgreſſion in Heaven. 


He fore-knew that Satan's mind would be poſſeſſed 
with /in, with evil defires. He created all things in 


| Heaven that could be ſeen, heard, or untlerftood, z 


| 


and without any ſhadow of doubt pronounced 


* all very good; Satan, like the other Angels 
was created © very god; if he was created with 


fin; fin is © very good; i ſin ſprung up in Heaven 
afterwards; by God's will, or fore-knowledge, ſin 
& in very god; for whatever proceeds from the 
Onmiſciency of Gad, prior to the knowledge of man 
is a decree; although it might not be an eternal ' 


ul 


b 


one, is an Almighty one ; which is as equally ſure 


to take place, as it is irreſiſtable, and in vain for 


man to attempt to eſcape the force of it; and, 
whatever the reſult of it is; it is God's will; and 


conſequently can be no ſin, or if itis a ſin, ibis a vi 


tuous, and commendable fin ; becauſe it is God's 


will , at it in in Heaven,” 


dnar. l. Of the Antediluvian World, 139 
If the Almighty fore-knew that Adam would 
eat the fruit, the tree of knowledge could not be 
NO kernel ene for 
" ius Creator fore-kilew he ordained, that he ſhould 
eat it, and of courſe as much impoſſible for him to 
avoid eating it, as it was for him to create a neu 
Heaven, and Earth himſelf ; and then the infer- , 
ence to be gathered from it is this: The Lord 
placed Adam in Paradiſe, with a powerful temp- 
fation, and had prior determined that he ſhould fall 
2 victim to the temptation, purely for the ſake of 
curſing his poſterity, and involving them all in 
endleſs miſery, unleſs they could by unremiting 
and perſevering aſſiduity in offerings acceptable, 
diſannul the force of the entailed ute, by put. | 
chaſing pardon for a crime that they could” not 
avoid being acceſlary unto, through the powerful 
operations of their Maker, and to whom alſo re- 
| miſſion muſt be made; this bears no more alle. 
gory to God's goodneſs and love to mankind, than 
che glittering rays of the ſun's beams do to the 
darkneſs of a cavern beneath the face of the earth; 
nor ſo much. Hear the words of our primitive re- | 
formers—Calvin, *I ſay, that by the ordination, and | 
| will of God, Adam fell, God would have man to fall, 
man is blinded by the will, and commandment of Cod. 
We refer the cauſes of hardening us to God. The 
higheſt, or remote cauſe of hardening is the will 75 
God,” Rena, © Gon” he ſays © hath predetinatd 
whomſoever he ſaw meet, not only unto damnation, 
tut alſo unto the eaufer of i.” Zanebiur, ſays, Gur 
N e 450 | 
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ah is the firſt cauſe of obduration. Reprobates are 
eld fo faſt under Gop Almighty's decree, that they 
cannot but fin and periſh.” - Martyr faith © God 


doth incline and force the wills of wicked men into 


great ſins.” Zuinglius ſpeaks after the following 


manner. Gon moveth the robber to kill; he © 


killeth, Gop forcing him thereunto.” And laſtly, 


Piſcator,, . Reprobate perſons” ſaith he, © are abſo- | 


lutely ordained to this two-fold end. To undergo 
everlaſting puniſhment, and neceſſarily to fin : and 
therefore to fin that they may be ly puniſhed. of 
permit me to aſk the modern diſciples of theſe an- 
cient fathers, one queſtion, Do not ſuch doctrine 
make the Almighty, a reſpecter of perſons, a re- 
ſpecter of ſouls, or a reſpecter of devil's ? conſider 
of it, take advice, and ſpeak your minds.” Judges 
XIX. 30. For whom did Chriſt die? the Elect ſtood 
in ho need of his death; and the reprobated could 
derive no benefit from it ? This appears to me to 


be one of the many ill judged * that 1 


15 paſt finding out.” 


We muſt now return to the original thread of 


65 chapter. Sin began to increaſe and abound 


mightily on the earth; the firſt that we read of a: 
iſſuing from the parent root, was a murder, and this 
is the only recorded fin we have related in the ſa- 


cred writings before the flood ; but that iniquity 
did reign, and abundantly flouriſh we are ſuffi- 
| ciently convinced from the voice of the Almighty ; 
for it repented him that he had made man: the world 


, 
— 


f 
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was now ſuppoſed to be one thouſand foe hundred. 


and thirty-five years old ; and ripe in fin and wick- 
_ edneſs, we muſtcon clude it to be; for the righteous, 


and wnrighteous, all ee ee the univerſal de- 


ſtruction: Was this the conſequence of an eternal 
decree, or of a provoked wrath ? Judge ye. Why 
was there but eight perſons in the whole, preſerved 
from the general deluge ? Every one is here at 
liberty to form his own ideas, I can ſpeak but my 
own opinion: I believe there was no family living 
as righteous as Noah family, and but few whoſe 
lives was examplary for piety and holineſs ; and 
though it may be the will of God that the nab 
with the wicked, ſhould be buried in the dreadful 
deluge, we muſt not ſuppoſe that every foul had for- 
feited by practical tranſgreſſions their right to an 
inheritance in God's kingdom; but we may I think 
with equity and truth conclude, that there was no 
individual that was ſo free from iniquity as Noah, 
or as fit for the important charge of repeopling the 


world; and although the upright that was drown- 


ed with the prophane may not according to our 
imperfect, and finite conceptions of Omnipotent, 
and Eternal Wiſdom, merit ſuch a ſevere token of 
| God's dilpleaſure, we have at the ſame time as much 
juſtice to vindicate Heaven in it, as on the other 
hand we might judge raſhly and unrighteouſly in 
this place, the 1ſt Verſe of 57th Chap. of Iſaiah is 
very applicable, and to which I refer the reader, 
without ering the text ; and as the Almighty 

1 witely 

Yor. 1 ,, 


"3 Op 
8 7 


oy 


. Of the Antediluvien World. Boox ur. 


ba appointed ſouls ſufficient for preſervation in 
the Ark for the needful purpoſe of a future increaſe, 
_ and repleniſhing the world; there was no abſolute 


© neceſlity for more to be Reed as he was in his 
ovn inherent all-ſufficient e able to protect | 


them during the flowing of the waters in the Ark ; 
to preſerve them from bodily calamities, and death; 
and to inſure to them a length of days to SKA 
and multiply again in the world; all theſe neceſſary 
ſubſerviencies for the accompliſhing of ſo ſalutary, 
and important event we find was without the leaſt 
defect in nature's courſes, and the works of Provi- 
dence all fully verified, and brought to paſs in their 
regular rotations ; ſubject only to the unavgidable, 3 
and neceſſary viciſſitudes, and. mutations of gen. 
tions works. 


„ N "ON CHAP. 


ON REPEOPLING THE WORLD. 
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Hrxr we have an evident demonſtration 
brought within the compaſs of our ſenſes (unleſs 
we are determined to be wilfully blind, and obſti- 
nately ignorant) that it was not the will of God that 
the intents, and purpoſes of Creation ſhould. be 
fruſtrated z that the inkerent ſin in dwelling within 
mankind ſhould make null, and void, his eternal 
decree to replace the fallen Angels by ſpirits immac- 
ulate, and divinely pure. 


Noah being now gone forth from the Ark the 
Lord bleſſed him, and enjoined upon him what du- 
ties to obſerve, what was good and lawful for food, 5 
and what he was to abſtain from; and bid him 66 
fruitful and multiply. Now Noah was under no 
tempting reſtraint, nor conſtrained by any powerful 
impulſe to the commiſſion of evil: we read of no 
particular covenant, owexpreſs obligations, or condi- 
tions of agreement entered into between God and 
Noah; from which we may very reaſonably con- 
clude that the Lord had experienced a ſufficiency of 
Noah's i integrity to remove from his mind any ex- 

| pectations 
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pectations of diſobedience; and chat future genera- 
tions would become a world of pure and righteous 
© ſouls; for there was no other means whereby the 
new 3 could be tempted or ſeduced to ſin, but 
by the firſt workings of Satan's inherent fin, 
wherein generations would be conceived, and the 
more dangerous examples of Noah's poſterity ; for 
we do not read that ever the Devil, a Serpent, or a 
fallen Angel appeared unto them under any diſguiſe, 
angelical or infernal ; nor under the ſimilitude of 
any part of creation, 8 or inanimate; and 
yet we find that ſin ſoon began to riſe again, and 
ſpread itſelf throughout the earth; and even in 
Noah's own time, and that in his own family; for 
his ſecond ſon ſaw him naked, and made ſport of 
him, for which his father curſed him. The next fin 
we read of is building the tower of Babel ; the next 
is the wickedneſs of Sodom and Gomorrah ; here a“ 
whole city was deſtroyed becauſe ten righteous ſouls 
could not be found in it: how can any reaſonable 
perſon bring their ſentiments of theſe denunciations 
and executed judgments of God, and increaſing evil 
of Sodom to any ſolid concluſion ; that all theſe incon- 
ſiſtent and unexpected tranſactions ſhould proceed 
from an unalterable, and eternal decree of God, 
before even the world was made ? for if every thing, 
ſubje& to thought, Hearing, or underſtanding was 
decreed by the Creator of the world, before Crea- 
tions ſelf became an exiſtence; both, good and evil 
is a mere phantom, for the two principles are co-ex- 
iſtent, and indiviſible ; 3 becauſe they are the pure 
| * wurcy 
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ſource of Gop's own will; and thus may we proceed 


throughout the whole bible, attributing every ſin 


to God's decree ; but then what muſt we ſay to the 


Xx. chap. of Exodus? the opinion of eternal 


ordination muſt be revoked, or God come under 


the cenſure of a very ſevere taſk maſter z much 


harder than Pharoah ; who only required additional 


trau to the bricks, ; but God enjoineth commands 
to be obſerved, and have antecedent to the time 
iſſued an irrevocableprohibition to the fulfilling them, 
and threatens a curſe everlaſting upon the diſobedi- 
_ ence, or breach of them: How unjuſt, how un- 


reaſonable, and how wicked it is to permit ſuch 
degrading ideas, and opinions, of a good, tender, 


and merciful God, to poſſeſs our ſouls : I wiſh it 
Vas poſlible to perſuade mankind that God Almighty 
never decreed any evil cauſes or evil effects to man; 
but that all the good we enjoy proceeds from his 
bountiful providence : and all the fin we commit, 
from our own imbibed corruption and growing de- 


pravity ; and as I have already juſtified God from 


being the author of fin, I will now endeavour to 
acquit him from being either in/trumental, or privy 
to it. He is“ abundant in goodneſs and truth,” Exod, 
xx: iv. G. Goodneſs and truth, bears no' analogy 


to ſin. There is joy in heaven when a ſinner repent _ 


upon earth, The fins of the world before the com- 
ing of Jeſus, and the fins ſince that time are all ſim- 
ilar in their nature of oppoſition to good, and pro- 
ceeding from the ſame cauſe, which are our own 
inberent ſinful qualities wherein we are conceived ; | 


conſequently, 
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conſequently, by treating upon fia now in a general 
ſenſe, I ſhall be under no neceſſity of introducing the 


ſubject again, when I am ſpeaking more particularly 
of the miſerable conſequences of it in a future 


chapter. 


Sin is our birthright® and ebend our conditional 85 
adopted inheritance, by eſchewing the one, we 
ſhall ſecure the other; but if we maintain the doc- 
trine of God's ceny of non-exi Nencies, t hat is, 
to be acquainted with all our words, thoughts. and 
actions before we have gave them birth, or riſe in 
our own imaginations, it quite confounds the max- 

ims of right and wrong, and makes God to be either 
the author or willer of fin ; which at once acquits 
the ſinner from all breach of duty: God's will is 
done. Here I muſt confeſs I differ in opinion from 
all that are gone before me; that God know not 
what will bethe imaginations of our hearts; before 
the thoughts are conceived in our own minds ; but 
no ſooner are they conceived but his Omni 2 di- 
covers them, and he can fruſtrate the accompliſhing + 
theſe intentional motions, or permit them ; this 
depends entirely upon his w7:L, and whether it is 
good, or evil, it is intended for his glory, and our 
good; if good, his holy name will be immediately 
honoured by it; if evil, it is deſigned. as a correc- 
tion or judgement ; in either ſenſe by due delibera- 
tion it will be ſanctified unto us as an ineſtimable 
bleſſing ; and this one obſervation” may with pro- 


rr be remarked; that there never is a ſinful 
| 6 | thought 


1 impropriery | ? (the word immediately in this 


D's) 4, 4 | 
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thought enter our minds but it is immediately follow. 


ed, by an inward ſenſible check, or convincement 


place is a relative term, and ſignify, before that 
wicked thought can be properly enforced, br r put 

into action to produce the neceſſary conſequences 
| expected to accrue from it, And-this check of con- 


ſcience is nothing more, or leſs, than what we call 


the Grace of God, and if we cheriſh, and nouriſhit 
directly, the temptation vaniſh, the Grace of God is 
working i in us, and that is one evil inclination, or 
in dwelling temptation overcome; and the ſame 
| allegation will hold good againſt all the. evil concu- 
piſcence, and outward temptation, or allurements, 
that might at times be attracting, to 00082) us to 
the embracing of evil. 5 


It is a very great ae to us, chat Gn is 
always combated with good, and nothing is want- 
ed to make us conquerors but to embrace the 
cious opportunity, and apply the weapons of Grids 
and this is crucifying © the fleſh, with the affeftions * 
and luſti, St. Paul's advice to the Galatians, | But 
again, good is not always accompanied with evi; 
for a righteous ſoul do very frequently experience 
the comforts of calm compoſure, pious conſolation, 
and ſerious devotion, without even a thought of the 
world, the fleſh, or the Devil, taking poſſeſſion of 
his ſoul to interrupt, or diſturb his peace of mind, 


for a conſiderable time, and oftentimes feems to be 


wrapt 9 3 in wet inexpreſlible extacies of joy, and 
triumphant 


3 
444 Of Repeopling the World, Book II. 
_ triumphant holineſs, as if he was on the very bord- 
ers of Heaven, and in ſight of its treaſured Glories; 
nm ins 444 frame I believe have been at intcrvals the 
f thouſand and lens of thouſands, fince the firſt 
in; and this never would be the cafe if Sa- 
n was 054 with, or could arrogate to him- 
ſelf ſuch unſimited power, and dominion over the 
rational faculties of man, as is, by too many vainly 
attributed unto him; he never would permit grace 
to be triumphant, if he could prevent it, but we ſee 
that it oftentimes is; or woe be to the world / but 
the Almighty never ſuffers fin under no diſguiſe, 
ſhape, or form, to prevail without adminiſtering the 
cordials of frce grace (unaſked for) to prevent 
the contagious diſorder from ſpreading its influ- 


, ence ; until we have by perſevering ſtubborn 


obſtinacy, and obduracy of heart, exhauſted 
his patience, and refuſed the repeated proffers of 
Healing graces, with ſlighted diſdain ; then we are 
left to our own ſinful courſes, or at leaſt ſo eſtrang- 
ed to his gracious workings with us, as not to. com- 
prehend them, and conſequently derive no benefit | 
from them. 


The Almighty never do while he ſpares us in 
this tranſitory world entirely forſake us, but as the 
celebrated Dr. Watts ſays, | 
* While the lamp holds out to 1 7 
The vileſt ſinner may return.“ 
If he is not too far advanced in the buen e to find 


his way back to the Arait, and narrow path” but 


as this might bea dangerous ſtate totruſt unto; let us 
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hear what that pio and holy child of Cod the lt 
Kev. J. We/tly, ſay, that powerful advocate for early - 
repentance, and perſevering integrity. 


4 Yield to his loves reſiſtleſs power, 
And fight againſt your GoD no more. 
This is the time ; no more delay | 
This is the acceptable day. 
Sinners turn, why will ye die ? 
Gop the ſpirit aſks you why ? 
Will you let-him die in vain ? 
Crucify your Lord again ? 
His offer'd benefits embrace. | 
And freely now be ſav'd by ( Grace | 5 


By grace we are ſaved, and what grace is 1 have 


already mentioned, and in addition unto it our 
Saviour, and St. Paul both recommend faith as a 
very neceſſary concomitant to forward our growth 
in grace, and a growth in grace is good works for 
&« What doth it profit my brethren, though a man ſaith 


he hath faith, and have not works ? Can faith 2 
bim. St. James ii. 14. 


Now from * has been aid, it is evident that 
the generations ſpringing from Noah's family un- 


til the coming of 7e/us, had but the ſame inherent 


ſins to tempt them, the ſame graces for deliverance 
and to improve or grow in, the fame eternal 
promiſes to believe in, the ſame glories to ſecure, 
and ſame miſery to eſcape (by © working out their 
Jalvation with fear, and vane Numer the dif- 
penſation 


* Vor. I. * 8 


* 
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* a of the law, as we have under the man 
6 feſtation of the go/pe! ; with this difference, by a 
Vvuariation on the ſubjects we believe in? and work 

upon; theirs by faith in the revealed promiſes by 

- Moſes, and the Prophets ; ; ours by faith in Teſus, 
and his Apgſeles; and inſtead of our preſenting as 
offerings for ſin; Lambs, Goats, or Doves ; no 
more is required wager the new covenant, than the 
_ offerings 6s penitence, and contrition, througha faith' 
in the miſſion of Jeſus, and to -“ amend our lives 
according unto his holy word ;” in this reſpe& we 

are more inexcuſable than the Fews, for they have 
outward ſacrifices, as well as inward faith to preſent 
for offerings of atonement ; but for the believers 


in Jeſus, he offered up his body as a bloody ſarri- 
_ fice © onco for all; © that whomſoever believed in 


him, ſhould not peri but have everlaſting life.” | 
T his W is our faith ; but without works this Feller | 


ec Belief, disjunctive of good works, as the 


EY Apoſtle ſays, *© cannot ſave us.” 


From Noah's s coming out of the Ark, until Fe 79 5 
coming into the world; we read of the prevalency 
of ſin throughout every generation, and exempli- 
ſied in ſuch impious, and preſumptuous inſtances, 
that the greateſt aſtoniſhment to a ſerious, and con- 
ſidering ſoul, is, which excelled in manifeſtation ; 
lions, or Heavens clemency ; for if we 
brit we find that repeated: treſpaſſes, 
aud repeated ra Lonſtitute the ou? part 


* 
« 


j 
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of the prophetical writings :, We need not refer to 
any other particular manifeſtations of God's clemen-« 


whom he promiſed an increaſe of his ſeed, like to 


the flars in the Heaven for multitude ; and the event 


fully demonſtrates his promiſe being accompliſhed ; 


te children of Iſrael was this promiſed ſeed, but 


they, like other nations, and all mankind in com- 


mon, was conceived in ſin, and brought forth in iniqui- 
ty ; and ſubject to the ſame unruly paſſions, and 
ungoverned appetites for folly, and evil; but the 


Lord chooſe them as a peculiar people - PI? zealous 
of good works) for to make known his will, not 
amto them only, but to all other nations ; that he 
was ready, able, and willing, to deliver all thoſe that 
put their truſt in him ; and to be a God, unto all 
thoſe that acknowledged him as God, for how many 


nations we read of that ſerved Idols, or ſelf. made 
| Gods; but notwithſtanding, the Iſraelites frequent 


cy, tenderneſs, and leve, for the offspring of Noah,, 
or Adam, than what was diſplayed towards the 
children of Iſrael, the deſcendants of Abraham, to 


provocations by murmuring, and ſometimes joining 


©  themlelves to the idolatry of other nations, yet it not 


being their prevailing principles, they ſtill retained 


a dag e n and the favoured of PM: 


from Egyptian bondage; their pn 


TROP: . 


* 


We now 3 a few of God's 2 I wu. 


ces of love towards them, ſuch as, their deliverance 


crofling the red ſea ; the AlmightWſare, and ten. 


ation when | 


* 
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derneſs of them during their forty years travels in 
the wilderneſs; his enabling them to overcome all 
1. * difficulties, and to take poſſeſſion of the land of Ca- 
aan; his bringing their enemies under fubjection, 
" bz delivering kings and countries into their hands. 


On the other hand, the Geer and power of 
God, was eminently diſplayed by his executed judg- 
ments upon them for their ſins; as for inſtance, 
upon Achan for ſecreting the ſpoils of Jericho; and 

for the molten calf which Aaron made (the Levite 
his brother) while Meſes was in the mount with 
the Lord, which the Iſraelites worſhipped ; at an- 
other time while they were in the wilderneſs they 
murmured at the Lord, and againſt Moſes, and the 
Lord ſent a fire, and conſumed all thoſe that were 
the principal ringleaders of the diſcontent ; theſe 
judgments happened to the firſt generation of the 
Ifraclites that was delivered from captivity and 
bondage, and croſſed the red ſea with Moſes : Now 
cometh the judgments of God upon the ſecond gen- 
eration, after Moſes and Joſhua was both dead. 
They began to worſhip the Gods of the heathens : 
Baal and Aſbtaroth, and for which they was over- 
come by their enemies, and was in captivity to the 
king of Meſopotamia eight years ; and after enjoy- 
ing peace on all ſides for forty years afterwards, 
they again began to fall into evil, and provoked the 
Lord, by which they were ſmote, and conquered by 
and was under ſubjection eighteen 
Mee find throughout all the hiſtori- 
a 85 cal 
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cal part of the bible, a ſcene of vicifſitudes, d ME 
unexpected circumſtances occuring, of treſpaſſes, and F a5 
penitence ; and judgments, and mercy ; that it . * 
pears almoſt an impoſſibility to reconcile our com- 
prehenſion s to ſuch a mals of oppoſites, and dont, 
rieties, by imagining that all theſe wonderful and 
ſurpriſing events, ſhould be fereknown, much leſs er-- 
dained, or decreed, by the Creator, of the univerſe, _ 
before the univerſe was even created: it is max.. 
ing him the author of a confuſed heap of 46. 
ſurdities, contradictions, perplexities, cruelties, maſſa- 
cres, vice, folly, impiety, and breach of all his own 
ten commandments ; Jeſus's crucifixion no more 
than a mockery, and the facrifice of his blood nao 
more than a deception ; and the ignominous epi- 8 
thet caſt upon him by the Jews of being no better 
than an impoſtor, is no more than his due; for how _ 
in the name of rational reaſoning can he be able te 
deliver unto the utmoſt all thoſe that come unto him? 
St, Paul; or in his own words; © For T am not 
Come to call the righteous, but ſinners to ann 15 | 
who he could mean by righteous, or fi inners, it is 
impoſſible to judge, on theſe grounds: for the 
righteous are beyond the reach of 4%, or ſigfering; 
and ſinners are beneath the reach of hope, or prom- 
iſe : and if we look upon the Prophets as ſpeaking 
by inſpiration of the Almighty, what can'we think 
of J/aiah lv. 7. and Ezekiel xviii.'23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 32; whatever g 
think, or ſay, or whatever may be the 
rhetoric, ach ſtrength of argument, or animadver- 
ſion; ; 
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ion; I never will be perſuaded to belieye a doctrine 
founded upon the principles of ſuch injuſtice in my 


, 6 ; | Mater, as to think it poſſible, with the Lord God, 
IF that neither reſpect perſons, nor take gifts, (according 


to the words of good king Jehaſbaphat) ſhould be a 
partial deſtroyer of ſouls ; and after his proffered 
mercy and graces to the wicked: Jeremiah xxxi. 34 
„will forgive their iniquity and I will remember 
their fins no more; the forgiveneſs of their iniqui- 
ties could avail nothing towards the mitigation or 
aleviation of their everlaſting miſery, while the fir 
decreed irreyocable curſe do ſtill remain in force; 
for if one of God's decrees is revocable, we have 
che fame reaſon to conclude all might he, and there- 
by in the end reduce the One Great Almighty, Omi: 
niſcient, and Unchangeable Creator, to the humble, 
degenerate, imperſect ſtate of poor fallible creatures; 
but as this is improbable, ſo it is alſo equally im- 
poſſible, that the Great God ſhould. promiſe more 
than he could, or more than he intended to per- 
form : to forgive the iniguities n the penitent, and 
fave their fouls alive. 


Now throughout this Sie chapter there ſeems 7 
to be a current of inconceivable myſteries ; whe⸗ 
ther · we take all the ſcriptural references in the ſenſe 
of God's omniſciency, or fore-ordination, reſpecting . 
the Iſraclites, and other nations, in their war, 
blaſphemies, idalatrou# worſhip, or crimes of any Bll 
| nature, degree whatever; it all amounts to this 3 
- concluſive point in the end; the Almighty did, or MI 


| whole bible is a nyſtery © paſt finding out 0 if he » 
did not, it is all brought within our comprehen- - WW. 
fions ; it proceeded from the inherent ſinfulneſs of WW” 
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did not know it would happen; it he did, che 


the Peopts and the Lord did deal with them ac- 
cording to the wiſdom of his own will : ſometimes 
his power was diſplayed as ſoon as the imagination 


was conceived in the mind ; and at other times it 
was permitted to arrive to full maturity; this we 
muſt grant to be God's prerogative ; for an evil 
defire is as ſinful as an evil action, if the commiſſion 
is prevented only through want of the means to 
put in force; and contrariwiſe is good; the will is 
equally acceptable as the deed ; but if we attribute 
the firft origin and riſt of good or evil in our minds 


to God's Omniſciency ot detree ; we are acquitted 


of all inherent qualities that tendeth to ſin, and it is 
immediately tranſmitfed from us to God ; for as 1 
before ſaid, there is no exiſting difference between 


God's Omniſciency and his decrees ; for by his be- 
ing acquainted with all our thoughts, words, and 


aclions, that is no Omniſciency, becauſe we firſt con- 


ceived, and he only knew our conceptions before we 


put them in force: We are oftentimes told in the 
ſacred - writings that the Lord knoweth what is in 

the heart, or in the 74141 for to do; but no where 
that he knoweth what 20 proceed from the heart; 
be know we are conceived in ſin, and brought forth 


in iniquity ; and know that he endueth us with ra- 
tional underſtanding, and reaſon to ſubdue it, and 
13 it under ſubjection to holineſs ; and theſe are 


the 
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the © deeds done in the body, whether they are good, - 
er 4 they are evil,” and for which we ſhall 
receive our reward 2 We are all of us in 
*> the ſame fituation of the children of 1/rael in Deut. 
xxx. and 15, and left entirely to the freedom of 
our own wills, free from all powerful enforcements 
and allurements to ſin, but what proceeds from 
our own natural indwelling depravity ; here our 
imaginations are not ſtrained to underſtand the re- 
vealed word; we can bring our ideas to a final 
concluſion, nd impute nothing to Omnipotency ex- 
ceeding our own conceptions, and acquit God from 
all accuſations of being either principal or agent in 
our iniquities ; and the ſole diſtributer of good on- 
ly; while we can ſee that all ew/ ſprings from the 
firſt engrafted root of our forefather, and either is 
| cheriſhed or overcome, as we are diſpoſed to im- 
prove, or reject the grace of God, that always ac - 
company it. 


254 
Chap, Il. 
— — 
ON THE COMING OF FESUS$, 
WHETHER we do or do not have recourſe 
to the prophecies to ſupport our confidence in the 
veracity of Feſus's divinity ; it is againſt every effort 
of impiety and Arianiſin, vindicated by deliberate - 


reaſoning, and truth, and will, on mature and ſeri- 
ous reflection, appear inconteſtibiy manifeſt. 


The Virgin his mother conceived with vhs. eng 
when ſhe was only eſpouſed to, and had not known” ho cs 


Foſeph her huſband ; and this conception proceed - 
cd from the power of Gop's holy Spirit: Will you 
grant this as eaſy for God to en as for to 
create Adam out of the earth? without doubt you 
vill; then the principal bulwark of your ineredu- 
lity is undermined at the foundation; for the very 

ſource that conſtitutes his divinity you have granted 
(for all God's works are divine) unleſs there are 
any ſo ſtrangely debauched in principle, as to im- 
pute unchaſtity to the holy Virgin, and unleſs they 
avouch this curſed hypotheſis, they have no foun- 
dation whereon to erect their groundleſs ſuppoſi- 

tions of his being Wy the Son of man, excluſive 


of 
„ 
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of as heavenly privileges due unto him as the 
Son of God ; and this being but a very ſandy baſis 
whereon to build their faith, I very much doubt, 
when the winds blow and tempeſis beat on a death 
bed, if the whole fabric will not fall, and. great 
will be the fall of it l' the wonderful conception 
muſt be denied, or his immaculate divinity, cannot 
be precluded ; it was certainly impoſlible for the 
Virgin to conceive without the aid of à natural or 
ſupernatural power, and that the former was not the 
caſe, we have demonſtrative proof from the voice 
of God, that it was by the power of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that is, the Holy Spirit of God ; and this when ſhe 
was only eſpouſed, and had not known her intend- 
ed huſband, nor any other man: for it is ſaid in 
Iſaiah vii. and 14. © Behold a Virgin ſhall conceive - 
and bare a Son: and Matt. i. and 23. Behold a 
Virgin ſhall be with child, and ſhall bring forth a 
Son: We are now convinced ſhe was a Virgin, even 
after her conception; which ought to put the mat- 
ter in queſtion out of all diſpute. 


It is very obvious to our rational e 
that all the inviſible works of God, proceeds from 
the operating effects of his ſpirit and are in them- 


ſelves, as far as relates to our deſcrying their pecu- 


liar properties in action, ſiapernatural or wonderful; 
as being beyond the limits of our finite conceptions, 
comprehenſions or ideas reſpecting the original 
ſource of their organization ; and conſequently, do 
retain a e 3 and cannot by created 
motion 


* 
* 
# 
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motion or matter, be diveſted of us primers com: 
poſition. 


All the 8 produdtions of nature ſince the 

creation of the world, have in regulat rotation 
proceeded from natural generation; every differ- 
ent ſpecie of animal, or inanimate life after its kind; 
and whatever cauſes or effects have come to pas 
poſterior to that time, ſurpaſſing the conceptions, 
or ideas of mankind, are the IÞyfnite productions of 
God Almighty s Spirit; otherwiſe the works of God, 
as an omnipotent ſpirit; and during its retaining 
that ſtate for which it was in the firſt place intended 
by God, it is ſtill maintained in its original purity, 
and perfection; and while it is in this pure exiſting 
ſtate, it Nill retains a proportional medium of that 
fpiritual influence that firſt put it in foree: conſe- 
quently it is an indiſputable truth, founded upon 
the ſolid baſis of Heavenly truth; that Jeſiu muſt 
inherit, and poſſeſs the intrinſic virtues of the ſpirit 
of God, while he was under the influencing motives 
and power of that ſpirit; and as an additional de- 
monſtrative proof of Je/us's ſpirituality ; the Lor 
God entitles him with the appellation of his Son, and 
into whoſe hands he would commit all things in Heau- 
en, and on Earth, and make him his coequal in the 
manſions of glory, for ever and ever: to be one 
with God his Father, in the regions of glory; and 
as God over the Angels in Heaven, and over the 
© Spirits of juſt men made Perfect, and over 
the ſouls of the damned in the gulph of 6 

es 


* 
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phet, © where their worms dieth not, and the fire 
1 nat quenched,” - | 


We now enter upon the ſubject of Feſus's mil. 
fon and how far that miſſion was fulfilled. 


The reader will remember 1 have * 3 
edged Jeſus to be the Son Gad from eternity, and alſo 
gave a definition of the two terms Infinity and Eter. 
nity, and from that ſpace to the time of his being 
revealed in the fleſh, he was in heaven ; but what 
room we have to reaſon on the doctrine of his be- 


ing predetermined by God to become a crucified 


facrifice on the croſs from the creation of the world 
I know not; for had not Adam finned, or had not 
his progeny *© grieved him at his hear with their 
iniquities (for their hearts “a. only evil continu» 
ally”) or the offspring of righteous Noah throughout 
ſo many ſucceeding generations for more than two 
thouſand years provoked him to wrath, and incurred 
his renewed diſpleaſure by rejecting and deſpiſing 
his gracious and compaſſionate invitations ; 1 
| fay, had not theſe aggravated inſtances of repeated 
rebellion, and diſobedience have taken place ; but 
holineſe, righteouſneſs and godlineſs, prevailed in the 
land, in either of theſe three inſtances ; the ill of 
Cad would been done, © on earth at it is in heaven,” 
and conſequently no need of a Mediator, Interceſſor 
or Saviour to be offered up as a © ſacrifice once for 
all.“ conſequently, it is very apparent to any impar- 
tial conſiderer ng the miſſion of * eſus was to eſtab. 


liſh 
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liſh- exemplary precepts. and rules of. vedio; 
whereby mankind might come more 
Fi a ore with their Maker's will. 


The " Almighty tax that the ſins al men Gd ſo 
ſtill abound, and rapidly increaſe, t hat neither 
clemency, mercy, threats, or judgments were effec- 
| tual to alienate them from their hardneſs of heart; 
and becauſe the progreſſive courſe of ſin ſhould not 
totally involve every generation both paſt, and fu- 
ture, in the deplorable ſtate of endleſs woe, and tor- 
ments in Hell; he wiſely, and merciſully, had re- 
courſe to the method of ageneral and univerſal (con- 
ditional) redemption, by ſending down from heaven 
his Son, to take upon him our form and nature, 
(ſin excepted) ſubject to every paſſion, tribulation, 
calamity, affliction, and trial as we are; he was 
not exempted from the leaſt bodily infirmity, or 
ſenſation of feeling either from pains of body or 


anguiſh of mind; endued with the ſame degree of _ 


reflection, and contemplation, and a capacity for im- 

proving, or ill-uſing his heavenly talents '; for dur- 
ing his abode upon earth he was diveſted of all his 
Immaculate inherent properties, relative to his ſub. 
jection to all the infirmities incident to the frail 


nature he voluntarily took upon himſelf 3 al- | 


though there are authors, arid thoſe of liberal ſenti. 
ments, and profound erudition in philoſophical know- 
\ ledge, and obſtruſe ſciences, that contends that the 
moral or religious precepts of Jeſus, and his obedience _ 

to the ſtatutes and commandments of God, is not a 
rule 


v8 On the Coming of Jeſus. Book III. 


rule of juſtice, equity and truth, for future genera» 
tions; becauſe his angelic, or ſpiritual excellencies 
enabled him to accompliſh all his appointed pur- 
poſes, without thoſe trials that poor frail, and ſinful 
- mortals, are ſubject unto ; I grant he ſtill retained _ 
thoſe pure and divine faculties as enabled him to 
defy, and reſiſt all thoſe inherent evil qualities that 
we'muſt ſuppoſe he was tainted with, by being 
brought forth in iniquity ; for not being conceived 
in ſin ; the evil properties adhering to his mother 
eould in no ſenſe affect him; for he was only 
brought forth in a world of iniquity, and not conceived 
by it; and conſequently, he cannot with propriety 
be faid to be an example for mankind to follow, 
becauſe they poſſeſs not his divine and heavenly at- 
tributes : to theſe arguments I oppoſe, that his per- 
feQtion is not to be put in the ſame ſcales of teaſon- 
ing with imperfection: his embaſſy properly 
fpeaking, was more admonitcry than cramplary, 
cauſe as examples, his perfection put it out of our 
power to follow him, and we ſtill ſhould have had 
a cibat for our ſin; but as admonitory counſel, or 
exhortation we have no other allegation to adduce 
but indolence, and ſupine inactivity, becauſe we are 
endued with the needful rational underſtanding, 
and reaſonable faculties to enable us to withſtand 
all inordinances, and unruly deſires, proceeding 
from the depravity of our own hearts, and through 
the grace of God (which is never withheld from the 
fervent petitioner) to put a reſtraint upon all riſing 
commotions and unholy inclinations of our ſouls ; 
: and 
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and to render the obligations under the new covens 
ant more eaſy to be obſerved and fulfilled than thoſs 
under the old; the Almighty has been graciouſly. 
pleaſed to difpende with all his former injunctions, 
and commands to generations that knew not the 
name of Jeſus, by abolifhing all former neceffary- 
ſacrifices, and offerings for atonements, qualifica- 
tions, and purgations, and require no further obla- 
tions from the followers of Jeſus, than penitance, / 
contrition, and humiliation, with a faith in the M. 
Aab, as ready, able and willing to ſave all thoſe 
that come unto God by him.” 


All the greeting miracles, and UA of 75 te « 


was no more than what might be performed oy 
another perſon, with the ſame ſupernatural 


ance ; and without preſumption, or blaſphemy we 
may venture to atteſt that in former ages, or even 
in the preſent generation, there have been many re- 
cent inſtances of men undergoing bodily calamities, : 

perſecuting trials, and ſcourging ſeverities, equal, 
if not to exceed thoſe that our Saviour experi- 5 
enced, (his crucifixion excepted) and this being 
the principal cauſe of his commiſſion and deſcen- 
fon from heaven, it is more than is neceſſary, or 
required by God from us on the one hand; and 

what would not be attended with any glory to Gad, 
or ſalutary purpoſe, or beneficial advantage to us 
on the other; and for the miracles that Jeſus per- 
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formed it was no more than what was abſolutely - 
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that he was ſent to propagate, and in the end to k 
| ſeal with his blood: the generation in which he 


began to preach the doctrine of a new.birth and 
regeneration, by declaring his miſſion, and enforc- 
ing humiliation, and the three cardinal, virtues, 
faith, hope, and charity, was in compariſon of their 
vices, and impiety, a © generation of wipers,” and ſo 
Feſus called them, and ſaid unto them; © who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come. 


In ſuch an untoward, and perverſe generation, it 


would been impoſſible to have eſtabliſhed his doc- 


trine, ſo oppoſite in all its extremes, to the tempers 
aud diſpoſitions of ſuch a heterogeneous maſs of 

people, as at that time dwelt in, and round about 
Feruſalem, Judea Capernaum, Galilee, and all other 
parts where he travelled, and preached and more 
than all to perſuade them to a belief of his being 


the promiſed Mz/Jah ; the Son of God; and ata time 


| When the expectations of the people was arrived to. 
the higheſt degree of enthuſiaſm, in hopes of an ex- 
halted, and dignified earthly King, that would make 
his entrance amongſt them in the moſt ſuperlative 
ſtate of ſplendor, and magnificence, and raiſe the 
ambitious, and already lofty-minded, to ſome emi- 
nent offices, and places of luerative intereſt ; and 
being diſappointed in theſe their ſelf-exalted views, 
it excited their indignation, and induced them to 
ſtir up the more indigent, and dependant poor, and 
thus produced clamours, and revilings againſt the 
Lord of Wes 5 and this we find was exemplified 


throu n. 


|  thfoughout his whole life, and how difficult it was 
for him to prevail-upon the ſuperſtitious notions of 
thoſe few that did adhere unto him is very evident 
from the recited inſtances in the ſacred writings ; as 
for inſtanceMark x. and 22. Accts v. and 2. ne 4, 
this laſt was not diſobeying the expreſs voice of 
Jeſus; it was his expreſs command, for it was after 
the apoſtles were inſpired with the divine breathings 
of the Holy Gho/t, and enabled, and authorifed, to 
work adde for the propagation of the chriſtian 
religion, by natural, and ſupernatural means, it was 
alſo neceſſary that the apoſtles ſhould be endued 
with the gifts of miraculous healing, and other 
wonderful powers; for the religion and doctrine | 
of Feſus, being yet in its infantile ſtate, and its 
proſelytes but very few in compariſon to its enemies, 
and thoſe of the loweſt, and moſt unlearned claſs 
of people; and without ſome ſuch reſponſible vouch- 
es, as ocular demonſtration to evince, and vindi- 
cate their pretenſions, and faith in this deſpiſed, and 
perſecuted leader of theirs, it is very probable their 
converts would been very few, and their own lives 
in inevitable danger and after theſe firſt few ad- 
venturous followers of Jeſus, had been by untimely 
death extirpated, or by the courſe of nature reſign- 
ed their . /pirics uno God ho gave them ; there 
would be mall encouragement for ech Who 
never had gen, or known any thing of this Teſus 
whoſe fame was ſo rumoured abroad, to undertake 
to defend his cauſe againſt the violence of oppreſ- 
ſion period by pour, numbers, and threats, and 


conſequently 


* 
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conſequently this ble/zd, this glorious, this foul uad 
cauſe for which the Sen of God came down from 
heaven, muſt have naturally dwindled into forget- 
fulneſs and oblivion, and thought on no more; how | 
then ſhould we of the preſent generation been now 
gropingin worſethan Egyptian darkneſs, and wallow- 
ing in the mire of original impunity, and all laſciv- 
ious uncleanneſs, until we had brought the judg- 
ments of God down upon us, more weightily than 

on Sodom, or Gomorrah : O, how ought we to lift , 


up our hearts, and hands to heaven with the tributes 


_ of devout thankſgiving and praiſe, and learn there- 
by to know the value of the chriftian religion, and 
lock it up in our ſouls as a treaſure of ineſtim- 
able worth! as a © pearl of great price,” and inſtead 
of bickerings, animoſities, and ſtrife amòngſt us by 
unhappy, and /inful diviſions, we could all unite in 
harmony, love, and concord, in building up the 
church f Chriſt and join hands, and hearts, to 
bring all our principles of doctrinal faith to the ſame 
touchſtone of truth, diveſted of all bigotry, blind- 
zeal, and ſuper/tition, and as we profeſs to be believ- 
ers in Jeſus, ſo to become followers of Chri/t, like 
unto his holy apoſtles, to be all of the ſame mind; 
to ſalute one another with brotherly love, as ſheep 
of the ſame fold, and feeding on the ſame paſture, 
and to offer up our ſacrifices of prayer, praiſe, and 
. thankſgiving at the ſame hallowed alter of «devotion J 
this would be the means of promoting the cauſe 5 
of our dear Redeemer and Mediator, and ſtimulate 
us to be praying for one another, and ſaving all our 
| * ſouls 
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«Fouls alive; ; and inſtead of 4 nathemas and Ma- 
ranathas exclaiming againſt each other, every ſepa- 
rate converticle, and houſe of public worſhip would 
all join in concordance of hallelvjahs to him that 
ſhall © {it upon the throne of his glory, Matt. xxv. © 
and 31. and good will towards men,” Luke ii. and 
14. O, if this feeble pen ſhould be in a little meaſ- 
ure inſtrumental towards accompliſhing that ſalu- 
28 and needful purpoſe, how would it elevate the 
® humble author to lift up his ſoul to the Father and 
Parent of all good, with devout acclamations of 
joyful gladneſs, and ſincere praiſe ; and all the glory 
| redound- to the original ne and 0 75 0 
Chrj if our Lord. 0 


7 wu: 1 fulfilled his F abe and 
the time drawing near that his miſſion was to be 
fully accompliſhed, he forewarned his apoſtles and 
diſciples of his approaching change; and from the 
private communications he had with his Father in 
2 pointed out the very man that ſhould betray 

for Judas had determined in his mind to 
3 an opportunity to become a traitor to his 
Maſter for filthy lucre ſake; the imaginations ß 
his heart was knoun unto God and from God unto 
Jeſus : I hardly think that Jeſus" while in the fleſn 
was endued with preſcience, but all his knowl 
edge of the hearts, and imaginations of men, was 3 
by his Father's inſpiration 3 neither did he e | 
when, where, or in what manner he ſhould” die, un-. 
til the time drawing near it was revealed unto him 
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by God ; and, notwithſtanding he was ſenſible of 
what would ſoon befal him, he bore all the inſults, 


mockeries, revilings and ſcourging of his enemies 


with ſtedfaſt fortitude and undaunted courage, and 
 & for the joy that was ſet before him endured the crgſi, 
deſpiſing the ſhame. ” Heb, xii. 2. Here we read of-hig 
expecting ey, which was a ſtimulative to encourage 
him under the approaching trials, from which we 
may reaſonably conclude that he had no more of 
the attributes of a divine nature peculiar unto: him 
while upon earth than another man; for he was 
only ſubſervient to his Father's workings ; © for. 
he came down from heaven not to do his oun ill, 
\ but the will of him that ſent him.” John vii. and 38; 
and further demonſtration of his being under the 
dominion of natural or human ſenſations, we have 
ſufficient evidence when he was upon the croſs, and 
which almoſt amounts to a teſtimony of doubt or 
fear of his Father's love, Matt, xxvii. and 46. After 
hanging on the croſs nine hours © My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken ne; conſequently, while 
Feſus was in the fleſh, he was but as man, and no 
mote than man, and done no more nor ſuffered 
more than any other man could, under, the in- 
fluence of the Tame Almighty bi i/dom, guidance 
and ſupport; for he made himſelf equal unto us, 
and not aſhamed to call” us brethren,” Heb. ii. 
und 11. and this being manifeſtly the caſe, we have 
now no cloak for” our * zz”) John xv. and 22. 
and as à farther proof that he was no more than 
man, while in the fleſh, we have only to re- 


fer to Matt, xi, and 32. to his own words; | 


L Whoſoeuer 


FR 
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* Whoſeever ſpeaketh a word. againſt 40 6 of man, 
it ſhall. be forgiven him: and again, Luke xxib 
and 48, * But Yoſus ſaid unto him, Judas, betrayeth 
#hou the ſon of man with, g kiſs 7” and in this act of 
Judas he committed no greater ſin than if he had 
betrayed any other man under the ſame ſtigma of 
diſgrace, as an impoſter, for it was ordained, or ap- 
pointed by God that ſome man, or men, ſhould put 
him to death ; but I do not imagine the nature of 
the death was prefixed by the Almighty, nor even 


known by Jeſus when he was before the tribunal of 


Pontius Pilate ; but he knew he was to die, and for 


what purpoſe ;' and that death would have no log» | 


ger dominion over him, than to convince his l, 
_ lowers in particular as well as his perſecutors, that 

he ſhould ariſe from the dead, and as he ſays in 
John xx, and 17, © Aſcend” unto my Father, and 


your Father, and th my God and your God: thus 


the miſſion of Jeſus was accompliſhed, andigll be 
prophecies foretold of him fulfilled, and as he was is 
again the divine Son of Gad in glory; but every ſe. 


verity, perſecution, mockery, and even death itſelf 1 5 


while he was upon earth, comes under the proffered 


invitation of Iſa. lv. and 7. Let the wicked forſake . | | 


his away, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy | 
upon him, and to our God for be will abundantly par 
don :“ from hence-forth judge not ſo uncharitably 
of the preſent race of the children of J/rael ;. for 
their ſorefathers acted more from principles af con- 
ſcience to cori their Creator, by crucifying Na ; 
[3 


they thought) an impo/or, than this generation do 
profeſſing a belief in him, and daily recrucifyin 

him by backſliding from him; they faithfully ſerve 

their God that created chem, and we as ſhamefully 


* 


mock our Saviour that redeemed us. 
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TE DIVINITY. OF CHRIST, CONNECTED 2 
& WITH HIS GODHEAD. | 


* : 4 7 * 8 
| — — = * 
Y 3 * 


WIT now come to treat of the Saviour of 5 
men in a mote Exalted and dignified appellation; ©" 
The title of Ixsus is now no longer applicable tg 
him, he has with unremitting diligence and faith-" 
fulneſs diſcharged his appointed embeſſay in the 
character and capacity of man ; and JEsus was the 
name annexed to his human nature, as given him 
by an Angel as the appointed Miniſter of God his . - 8 
Father, * And behold thou ſhall conceive in thy om, 
and bring forth a ſon, and ſhalt call his nam; ſears,” , 
and this was his name in the fleſh, and CHxI8 lily”, 
name in the Spirit ; we no where read of his being wy - 

called Ixsus the Son of God, throughout tle four 
 Fvangeliſts, but Jugos the Son of man, and Saviour 
of men; and C the Son of God, who «+ is all in 5 2 
ae Es. , . 


1 


1 needful work ſor the papel of redems #: * 
tion, and mediation between Cod and man, was de- | TA 
curately completed; he did thaſe things that he ought” ä 


15 to have done, and did not do 25 things which he 
| ought 


168 On the Divinity of Chrift. Book 11l, 
ought to have left undone ; he is now no longer ſub- 
ſervient to any of thoſe changeable circumſtances 
and occurring viciſſitudes, to which he was ſubjeck 
_ while in a ſtate of humiliation in the fleſh ; redemp- 
Von is completed 3 © it it finiſhed,” he ſaid; © and 
a bowed his head and gave up the Ghoſt ® the ſac- 
riſice amounted towards heaven, © ſor à ſtueet ſmell- 
ing ſovour.” and the 2 5 returned unte foe * 
5 . . 


If we may be allowed the 33 to ide the 
© alluſion more ſuitable to the comprehenſion of our 
finite and contracted ideas; lie is promoted from 

© earth to heaven; or in plainer terms, returned 
from whence he came, and reaſſumed his former 
Ma! ; and ſitteth now at the right hand of God, 
"exalted infinitely above our conceptions, imagina · 
3 tt ons or ideas, until the great judgment day, when 
be wil fit in the g/ory of his maje/ty to judge boti 
we quick and the dead, whoſe kingdom will have ne 
# ke "end + he is now glorified above all Saints, having 
| A all power given unto him in heaven and on'earth. 
= '* And Je efut came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, all 
=. power is given unto me * oY Ver x on 'rarth,” 
25 | Mot. XXVill. and 48. bs. 1 


* 75 This ſeems to be a Proper bas to enter a . 
as | * God's decrees à doftrine which has from 
the earlieſt days of (what i is very improperly called) 
che reformation, Veen productive of more animgſity, 
 difeord and frrife than all other diſcordant opinions 


put 


i 


* * i 


— wy ib the Divinity 7 Chris. 16g 


put ſogether. It muſt be granted that the Almighty 
"decreed many viciſſitudes and circumſtances 
en: to his own wiſdom. appertaining to the 
that is no ſtandard "oF order” or” us to judge 5 
that he hath ordained: or decreed | every minute 
tranſaQtion, or moving particle of matter that take. 


place; it would be-reducipg the entire 3 Sts 


creations, living, as well as dead, to a ſtate of inan, 
n, put in motion only by the impulſe of heave." 


- enly mechaniſm, and like total inanimate exiſtenees, | 2 


created pips for. inſtruments to perform their Ab = 
WI ſpeak, wes; and think eee cit 1 * 


15 5 —_ | ” 

5 this leon « fear God and. keep is commanamentss 4 ö 
for this is the wvhole duty. nan Lccleialtes mils bs. 11 

„ Now "A he arrive to. . 5 of more... 1 


gow 10 obey Lee — | 


ha Sai huts thoſe. 


indm 
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15 r race of Jrankind; except Bfrw, that they 2 25 5 
ſhall not keep them, becauſe he will juſify SS 


. 5 
* & 


a Berking Aua ien ! thus the ſchool 
is inſtructed in leſſons of love to God, and in 
manhood, is taught to believe that! poſſi 
and God will damm him for that inpoſibility! And 
4 all the conſolation he can draw from theſe premiſes, 

s this; it is unknown who is one of the few; who 

4 5 is the inner; who is the righteous ? but then what 
- means thoſe words of Feſus lam not come to call 

+ de rig hleous, but ſniners to repentance.” Now if this 


- ſcripture proof is granted to be the words of Feſus 3 


1 the Ax is at once laid to the root of predeſtination, 
and Cad is acquitted from all 8 and injuſtice.; 
if the proof is not gra divine inſpira- 

85 , We have the ſame arguments to | diſbelieve all 


+ parts. that den 
hike Gd is ſtill acquittex 


* 


puniſhment ; but if every part of NEE _ 


- "het the interpreters, printers or commentators ; and 


- reſt entirely on the fide of the commentators; a 


1 hope T ſhall make it appear, that the error 


is Mowed as divinely diftated, we muſt blame 


i 
= Acquit Ged from all ae ig of - 05 ; _ 9 


"from all deception and 2 *. 


A . hes . wy | 
7 FEY! 


or it makes no di 


. A decree, is a e e ; Aber of — 
. erence in the eſſential prop- 
® * -exties of the will: all the difference is thix; What 
* 4 God decree always do come to pals, becaufe he 
© wk my * with whom is no n, neither 
ä 3 


Chat. IV. On the Djvinit nity of beni. 151 


2 of turning” St. * i, and 17. but with 
men there are inconſtancies, and unfixed determina» 
tions, that . ditaanuls the e 
proteſtations. EZ: 4. 


Toe tries uf Gl ws three fol; ate 


to 1 "gs and wes „ : 4 7 22 


iſt. They are Infinite. . | He Sect he he 8 


create a Son, and Angels, to occupy with him * . b 


ſpace of Glory ; this is the only decree that I aitri- 

bute to the Great Febovah at the firſt commence- 1 
ment of glory, this his fo? e was e 
TIE I” 17 


tions to 5 additional ones, while the ſpace of glory 
vas in its preſent unoccupied ſtate (exclulivg.off * 1 : 
' divine, and glorious preſence and and perfect ions FE 
the ene ſelf-e::iſting immaculate 1 895 

i | igh it is Bits 


an of the intpired: * riters to. vindicate 2 Velief that”. * 


he Ge # ag ow we preſume to aſcribe unto 
n * cauſes, but effects proceeding ” 255 
8 our on'x prejudice, 


a greater indig nity offered unto Cod, than not 
to believe as a! þ individual, but to n, 


4 


and I think 1 ght ſay blaſphemy ; ; for what car =” SF: 


£4 3 „ 
ay "F< p * 8 
ew nt decree Jes 
Ea Y & 2 

2 

Fe 
7 2 . 
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S 


1 On the Divinity of Chrif. Boox. IF, 


the flames of hell for ever, and ever ; becauſe he 


could not glorify himſelf without the weeping, %, 
wailing and gnaſping of teeth in hell, being united. 


the voice of a mini/ter of God's holy word, that he 
decreed before he created this world, an allated 
preciſe, particular number of its inhabitants deſign- 

edly for, and their dooms unchangeably ſealed for 
the pains, anguiſh, miſery, torments and burning in 


With the concord, praiſes, and hallelujahs of Heaven; 


it the diſcordancy of ſuch a motley band of choriſterg, ,- y 


foul ; farewell to Chriſt and his cauſe! all thoſe 
thac are not capable of diſcerning between an In- 


finite, and an Eternal decree, makes God a being 


delights in the damnation of angels, although 
t have" no pleaſure in the death” vf the wicked 
as he ſays himſelf; or Ezekiel was a falſe 22 
and the truth was not in him. 


510 


ay - 4 we read of the fallen angels, then of ads 7 
; there muſt be Angels that fell; or St. Peter, and 


3. Jude was both of them like the prophet Ezekiel 


Falſe preachers, and kept their hearers in darkneſs: 
Wut there as angels fell, and an dverlaſting fire 


prepared for them, the /on of Gad ſa ys; but there 


are thoſe that make him a liar alſo, an d others, that 


make his father a greater liar than h m; for the /or 


5 ys * my Father is greater than I,” H ut they ſay he 


+. # 
2 * 
1 * # N 
a 


3 not, for they are equal; the fathir ſays 4 this is 


i beloved on,” but they ſay, he vas not, it was 


n ly a fiQtious name the father too upon himſelf ; 
po 


and thus between one unbeliever, and another, the 
chriſtian religion is become little more than a 
mockery of God, and,a name of reproach for thoſe . 
| - that believe its facred truth, and have a deſire to 


ſave their ſouls . by crying out for Mergy, turning a. 
Aide from all wickedneſs, and wot kiwgeout their ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling,” Which 


| ch e N 
do, or St. Paul alſo is a liar: now Aer all thoſe 


P ſcriptures, ſhall I be 
'y 5 e to diſcredit it, or ny vey wh it ob; 1 01a] * 


jon from another ? God forbid ! 


From what 1 boim a; we e grant hp 
was angels that fell and if they fell by a decree, it was - 
an Infinite decree j the impulſe of which they could 
not withſtand ; and here we muſt place the riſe of 
fin, and who v the irt ſinner : but if it was not a 
decree, it wa: a voluntary rebellion of their own 
ſpiritual ambition and luſt for equality with their 
Maker, ar ibis was the fir /t riſe of ſin. I muſt naw. . 

leave eve y one to their own private judgement : YE 
whether God, or an angel was the firſt n N 


2d E/ ernal, After the chica hs FREY, © create | 
another world ; this was an eternal, but not an infinite 5 : 
decree; we can bring our imaginations to ſome eo» - ,, © 


eluſi point as a cauſe when, and why, this decree 2 4 5 
was lade; which maker it eternal ag to? our com. 845 


preb nding its nature, becauſe it preceded our exif. 


enc':; within our comprehenſion” as to its cas, 1 
5 "becauſe. 


0 a f 


. 


* 


s 
7 
＋ 


becauſe we have the revealed world for a demon. 


4 » 6 
* — Py 
H . , 0 ; * f 
2 1 * 4 » & * * * #*) 99, - 7 


ftration : I have before gave a definition of the tus 
phraſes infinity, and eternity, aſcribing a precedency 
to the former, and gave my own humble opinion 
of the number, { two) and nature of its decrees, and 
a candid impartial reader will give me credit for the 
deference ih 1 make to Omnipotency, that 1 
_ preſume no arrogancy of confirmation, or propaga- 


tion of a novel dogma of faith for an implicit rule - 


or eſtabliſkment of principle; 1 bnly fay, I can con- 1 
ceive no more; if my conceptions are more con-. 


tratted than others, there are paſſages of elucida- 


tion in ſacred record, that have either eſcaped my 
notice, or exceeded my comprehenſion in either 
caſe ; 1 ſhould be happy with a communication of 


that facred truth. | 


Now for crernal FR reset FER are moſt ' 
applicable to the ſtate, degrees and circumſtances 

of the angels ; that they ſhould for ever reſide in 
the preſence of their Creator, and partake of all the 
bliſs peculiar to their dignified, or glorio is natures; 
if they by Atl retained that purity and berſection 
Which was their inherent properties, and glorified 
their Maler with contented, and cheerful praiſes: 


from hence an inference may be drawn, hat the 
permanency and joy of angels, was by al eternal 


decree cunditiona !; and poſterior events evince the 
turn of the aſſertion; for the condition wa vroke, 
and univerſal harmony ceafed, and diſcord! and 


m, was the woeful conſequences : : now there 
would 


MAR been de gane A ay nc 
of harmony by this angelic rebellion, if there had 
not been a conditional allegiance and ſubjection, 
enjoined by the Almighty one | now ſuppoſe we 
maintain that both reſtrictions and obedience, were 
preſcribed, ſimilar to thoſe to Adam in paradiſe - 
(although in their ratures and 
our finite comprehenſions) would there bing thing 7 
heteroclitical from what ſcriptural tradition conveys 
to our, conceptions q I think not. Where there is 
no law, there can be no rebellion; and nothing that 

ever Was, or can be done in heaven or upon earth, 


would be criminal, if neither God, or man, could 3 


be offended by it: but we know that the Lord was 
offended at the revolution, then his law was brokez 
and if it had not been fully and explicitly, deliver - 
ed to the Angels, it would been only an error in 
judgment, and not an error in deſign; but the 
lawy was fully declared unto them, for © herr 
was war in Heaven” God “ and his Angels fung hi 

againſt the Devil, and the” Devil * fau gt 
| and his Angels.” Rev. xii. 7. or all the viſionary! 


relations of St. John the divine is a fiction, and he 


come under the ſame ſtigma of infamy as all thoſe 


vouchers of the holy writings before meptigned 3 
That is, a liar. | a 


The next ching that comes under conſideration, _ 

is, whether the fallen Angels werg,endued with cas. 
| pacities to enable them to keep this aw of God: —4 | 
or whether he had decreed before iſſuing of it, that 


- they” 


. ox V. 


. not pay y due en unto it: t the 
former was the caſe, they preſumptuouſly, impi- 
ouſly, and vainly declared war againſt God; © 6 
prevailed not” Rev. xii, 8. but if the latter, they 
only acted in the defenſive ; for the Lord waged 
war againſt them by forcing them to an open. 
rupture; by iffuing an edict of obedience, and 
witholding the means, of compliance; and not only 
witholding the means, but compelling them by an 
irreſiſtible impulſe to bid him defiance ; the ad- 
vocates for infinite, or eternal predeſtination, have 
no prevaricating ſophiſtical logic to advance here; 
no ſcholaſtic and book - taught arguments will avail 
in this caſe; no medium between the two extremes 
bs" adiniffible bere: the plain queſtion is; was the 
fall by finite compulſion, or yoluntary 2 2 
(peak the truth, for the Lord ſearcheth the heart, 
and try the reins; or Jeremiab was another falſe 
| preacher). Vea, or Nay. If you tay the former, . 

I tell you, you make God a tyrant ; but the truth is 
not i in you : If you ſay the latter, I readily acquieſce 2 
m opinion with you; but then how will you defend 
your poſitive affirmations of his decrees towards 
men, by abſolute eleion, and reprobation? Po you 
think he created ſouls on purpoſe for damnation, 
becauſe there are not fallen angels enough to fill 
up the fiery gulph of hell? for what other pur- 
| poſe could he create them, for this purpoſe accord - 

1 your x cg he did create them; then 
either im muſt be falſe teachers, and falſe 
"preac hers * preached by his prophets, and you 
* preach 


7 


0 


7 cal. Tv. 05 ts Dean of rg. 


he fays he is 4 ng reſpetier of perſons, ” nor defireth 


e the death of the wicked; you maintain he is 
a reſpeter of perſons, and haye created them 
purpofely and for no other end but to be 
wicked, and to die wicked, and be damned for 
their wickedneſs : until I have once experienced the 
Lord's inſincerity, 1 can never conſent to be a proſe- 
lyte to your infidelity : if Terr, let me err with char- 
ity to my Maker. zd. Worldh, or circumſtantial > © 
The Atmighty has decreed, and that whatever ſhalt 
. come to paſs ; but not whatever will come to paſs ; 
whatever he ordained as neceſſary for the perfection 
and exiſtence of this world, will certainly come 
to paſs ; but exiſtence in this place is a relative term, 
and only alludes to that ſpace of time that God faw 
it neceffary, or conſiſtent with his own glory for it to 
exiſt; for had his decree been as abſolutely enfore- 
ing upon the mind of men, what po, come to 
paſs, as what would and did come to paſs through 
their fin, why then he decreed to drown the world 
before he male it, and alſo decreed that men ſhould - 
fin that he might drown it; and farther decreed 
that after fv? thouſand years from his is/ x days work, 
and pronounced it © all very god; hat 1 ſhould . 
write my opinion upon the laſt days work, and fay 
it was very bad 5 for he I of this days work, 
6 and + grief bi 


| In nies of God; s flo lates te vicifff.. 
w_ of this vorkl, are his provides, as; diſs 
rl. 


4 
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vor · L 2 


on the Divinity hn Boox IV; 


yenſations : He has decreed, that while the world 
endures, he will never withhold all the neceſſary 
conveniencies that renders it ſuitably adapted for the 
_ occaſional purpoſes, and advantages of its inhabit- 

ants, in food, and raiment ; nor that any of his cre. 
ated works ſhall fail in their ſeaſonable increaſe, 

and productions, or from anſwering the intended | 
deſign for which they were created; neither do-I 
believe any living kind upon the 2 of the earth 
have failed ſince the flood; but that there are many 
8 s generations, or offsprings of beaſta, birds, 
reptiles, and inſets ,proceeding from -unnatural 
copulation, there is every plauſible reaſon to grant; 
and I believe we ſhould not exaggerate the number 
if we was to ſuppoſe them to be full one third, or at 
leaſt, I do not bclieve that Adam gave names to 
more than one third of the preſent different tribes 
of living: creatures; but nevertheleſs, thoſe that 
are not, as well as thoſe that are congenial with 
God's immediate creation, do all partake in com- 
a m. on of his providential decrees ; the benefits of cre- 
ation; but that he decreed their exiſtence ; is a doc- 
trine I muſt leave to John Calvin's beer to 


evince; but for my part, I do not think that God 
either decreed, or even knew, there would ever be a 
Male upon the face of the earth, until this un- 
natural contrar jety, entered the reſtleſs mind of 
man's oppoſite ee for Fey 3 3 and mn | 


4 


in the earth, and be e and | mph 2. te 


earth,” 1-5 apes 125 


The 1 of Cod Te: to hisd; ;fienſations, a 
that he will guide, direct, and overrule, all the. 


temporal, as well as ſpiritual concerns of thoſe who 


have a deſire to ſerve him with uprighineſt of heart, 
and integrity of ſoul : he will be to them a God, 


and they ſhall be to him à people; Heb. viii. 10. 


He will in a peculiar manner diſtinguiſh himſelf by. 


gracious . and divine workings, ſo as to enable 
them. to overcome the riſing inherent ſins of their, 


own hearts, and triumph over the natural corrup- 
tions wherein they were conceived ; as vell as to be 
able to foreſee, and eſchew outward, or worldly 
temptations, or to- ſubdue them when they are 


tempted ; and thus to grow more, and more after 


the perfect man; © for the end 1 that man is 8 
n. King David. * 


on the other hand ; God's 1 aro alles | 
dire&ed againſt the wicked, by frufrating, diſap* 


pointing, and preventing their diabolical ſchemes 


and machinations from being effected, and thereby 
rendering unto them the reward of their evil 


imaginations ; or the righteous would be always 
falling ſacrificed victims to the devices of the un- 
-godly : this i is one of his decrees, that ſin, and 5 


malice, ſhall not at all times pręvail, nor the 2 
night i in heart be wholly ſubje te  theunholy ; ; but 
when it is his pleaſure to Per It, it is calculated 


eee chaſlifement ; ſo that in the end.ws 
- may eſcape ———— 12 

ing fore warned of the danger attending it. 
| oftentimes propoſe the performance of things — 
would be productive of evil conſequences to ourſelves, 


ide Lord did not bleſs us by fruſtrating them, al- 


though we may promiſe ourſelves the fruition of 
much good in their enjoyment ; and this is in the 
true ſenſe of the word; God's diſpenſation ; and at 
other times it is permitted; to teach us wiſdom by 
relying-upon him for the diſpoſal of all our thoughts, 
whethertheytend toward good orevil; ſothat he may 
be ALL Ix ALL : conſequently, God's decrees as far 
as they bear a relation to the circumſtances, and op- 
erations of this world in affinity with the imagination 
of mares heart, are undetermined; and will in a hum- 
ble ſenſe bear a ſimilitude to our re/dlutions 5; they 
proceed from unknown, and unforeſeen cauſes; 
but with God they are always inviolate, while with 
us they are frequently broke, and unnoticed. So 
far from the doctrine of eternal decrees relating to 
the future deſtiny of ſouls being the religion of 
Jeſus, or of the prophets before him; there is not 
once mentioned either of the worth, ' decreed, pre. 
deftinated, or foreordained, in the hiſtorical, prophet- 
ical, op evangelical part of the Old, or New Te/ta- 
ment, nor no verſe that bears any allegory to that 
| meaning: # and” if St. Paul's Epiſtles had by any 
| or deſtfby: d, all chriſtian's wor. 


Hol Ghgd+ vita-given, Wade deflect onidiguns 
nothing more, -< le. 8 


— 


The Epiſtles of St. * 3 no. nearer 3 | er af . | 
to the, goſpel, than, the apoctyphal wri the 
old Teſtament have to the prophecies. They ares 
no farther calculated for a rule of faith to chi- 


+. than the Apocrypha is a moral law to the 


they are very properly adapted to the capa» 


cities of chriſtians, or belieyers in Jeſus, as in- 


ſtructive lefſons of; morality, and holine 


recommend in the moſt perſuaſive language the bt 


fulfilment of every incumbent duty, and ſtrict obe · 
dience to the precegts of our Saviour; and „ 

n obyio 8 manner tlie rules, pri | 
and def?rine; of the religighof Feſus ; and through- 
out the whole of his writings, particularly enforce 
an exact conformity. to the precepts, and examples 
of their Lord and Maſter, as . 2 mains 
tained, by his holy, Apg/Hes, his imme 


ceſſors in - preaching his goſpel: He pron not in 
any of his Epiſtles, aſſume to himfelf the office of 
director, to either of the nations that he addreſs, 


otherwiſe, than ſtrenuouſly recommending a faith 
in 7o/us, and manifeſting this faith by e for 


Chriſt ; * for faith without works 4s 
St. James; 0. that it is not a; faith 


is, not key a belief” in; mm a the p 


* 


foretelling the bleſſed effects redounding to beljev- 
ers from his death; as a prigſ by preaching falva- 
tion, and manifeſting the efficacy of his "miniſtry 
by miracles; as a king by declaring, and en- 
_ forcing the will of God, relating to his di- 
vinity, and aſcenſion to heaven, where all power in 
demand. on exth would ectererunts hin.” 155 


The rr Yi in the four Evangelifs; 
is the appointed, and inſtituted rule of faith, for 
all chriſtians to follow; and unto this St. Paul 
_ alludes in all his Epiſtles ; he does not introduce 
his own miraculous converſion, and perſecutions after 
being converted, or thoſe that accompanied him in 
his miniſtry, as a ſtandard rule of faith for future 

generations; as if all after ages were to be brought 
to the knowledge of a Saviour by the ſame ſuper- 
natural operations; It was no more than what the 
Judge of all the earth thought right,” that ſome 
wonderful, and ſurpriſing converſion "proceeding | 
from his Almighty wiſdom, and power, ſhould be 
diſplayed, to impreſs upon the conſideration of the 
incredulous, à greater degree of credit in, and 
eſteem for, this new diſcouraging religion; a relig- 
ion, that was a check, and obſtacle, to every fen- 
ſual, and carnal enjoyment, and which muſt all be 
ſacrifice e 2 doctrine univerſally deſpiſed, and 
. ched ; 8 no preſent enjoyment of 
gratification. plcaſifty to o che _—_ or gee 


able the eee of Cs all 8 
inducements it held out to its converts 
were; = the ee of: Legit Salialiing this word 
bereafter, conveys ſuch diſtant ideas to our minds, 
as oftentimes to induce the poor half-rvilling ſoul 
to be relax, and thoughtleſs about ſalvation ;* for 
if he is to partake of no pleaſing ſenſations of delight 
before he quit this life, and take his flight into the 
world of ſpirits ; the time to look forward is ſo im- 
menſely diſtant, the time preſent, muſt be the time 
of enjoyment, and leave poor hereafter to its own 
never to come future conſequences; but that gener- 
ation, and twenty five generations ſince are all cir- 
cumſcribed within the boundaries of that (never to 
come) hereafter ; and to all appearance, the pre- 
ſent generation is making rapid advances towards 
increaſing the number; * no leſs than #00 hundred = 
and ſeventy-five of thoſe diſtant ſpeQatoriy# 


hereafter through a Teleſcope, are all now encloſed 


within the receptacle of this never coo” viſitor, 
in the dere of a few A Ne I" - 


There i is no o doubt but our . gave a com- 
mandment to one, or more of his Apoſtles to re- 


cord, and ſpread abroad the moſt peculiar, and ben- 
eficially remarkable tranſactions of his life, deatb, 
and aſcenſion, (and as ſuch, Lyerily believe we have 
it in the go/pel, and acts of the Apoſtles) and that 
it & Sould on nn, to {44 be tranſ- 
. 1 3 4 Mp. 17 * | es 


a. 


eee nn 
ed in the front, and good works bring up the rear; 
and without detaining the minute eirtumſtantials of 
pate; eee Ar it includes every 


* . . ex- 
ceeds the weakeſt capacity, or beyond the abilities of 
path” to ſalvation, is delineatd with ſo much pre- 
ciſion, and exa&neſs; that none but the wilfully 
blind may ſee it, and none but * 
may n. 1 


The,Prophets, 3 and St. John the Ba 
the coming. of Teſus, and foretold thagregtof his 
1 N while Jeſus was in the. fleſh he ful- 
| ul th prediQions. of the Prophets and Jobs, N 
il the whole was perfectly accompliſhed ; and 
law and the goſpel, do both — 
each other, and all is very good, and one do not 
_ claſh with the other, but an exact conformity ſub- 
ſiſts throughout the whole; but neither the Proph- 
ets, John, nor Jeſus, ever foretold, or ſaid one word 
about Saul the ee, being to be converted, 
baptized, and new and then to write ſo 
many Epiſtles to 2 or that ever 


3 9 e * 
2 . 
my * * * 
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” 
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* 


ſonally converſant with the Romans, Corinthians, | 
antlevoas nan; EAR CITE 
ate neceſſity for thoſe frequent letters to them, oer 
Fuer NIE eg .. to other 

of 
2 of ff and who dae ee, þ 5 7 


to be © the author, and fin 2 
„he deſred to preach, nor know nothing anne m, 
e but N "ond. ts en eg lat hi fi 


% 


Au b Vertu 'of winded to be Anmel, tidhhir 
"1s they did, ow did not believe their report; or wheth- 
er the arm -þh the Lord was, or was not ee 


=. 


8 A 3 


Kal, Te ores for this I Jorine' do 
dae ( hope) attempt to vindicate their prin- 
ciple of belief on prede/tination, by twiſting, turning, 

and metamorphoſing St. Paul's letters, into more 
"ſenſes, difguiſes, and forms, than even letters that 
be wrote, and confound the eſſentials, by pervert- 
ing the meaning. I believe it would been im- 

; poſſible for Calvin, or any other pefſon in the world 

a maintained, or even deviſed in their imagin-⸗ 
Alien 0 many unſcriptural tenets as is at preſent 
_defin ed under the appellation of the reformed relig- 


ien : there are reformers that believe in one God ; 
5 - that believe in #0 Gods ; reformers that 
* belieyelin three Gods ; reformers that believe in nei- 


2 3 or hell ; reformers that believe in 
ned” Hel 7 eo that believe in an ever- 
3 laſting hell, and reformers that deny a general reſur- 
_ _  re&ion for either heaven, or hell, and this medley 
of religious devatees may be all found ſometimes 
_ within the walls of one“ tabernacle, or place of 
— e to e . wh 


of .@r erde beſt ener +, beſt of Books, and 

.*5 RVEY,) that although we diſſeꝶ in cere- 

| are" al united in circumſiantials's 1 1 ſorry to 

open de this good, and worthy man. It is morallf# 
oflible that ſuch a — amongſt us 1. ſubſiſt; for while the 

| { unchaFit; * e ſupported and uſed 


* 


72 gament ſtrongly enforce. our m 


fi x thouſand years before either of us were concen 1 = 
in our mother's womb, predetermine we. ſhould be EA 


the wrd, ; —— 


e 


anne r eee the; Pry | 
aking ſome re. 
turn unto Jeſis according to. our abilities, and ca - 


pacity, for what he has done for us ? are we not 


expreſsly commanded to clothe Me naked feed the 
hungry; relieve the diſtreſſed ; heal the heb give 
of our abundance proportianabiy to the. poor; and 
to take up our croſs and follow him, through. all trials, 


#ribulations, or perſecutions ? what concluſions can 


we draw from theſe injunctions but that it would 
be doing his will, and the-20ill of his Father that 


ſent him. Hear what he ſays, © I and ny Father 


are one, John x. 30. his will, is his Father zul, 8 
but what could the fulfilling of his 20. ava tome | 
or to thee my reader, if his Father did for a 


both damned in hell fire with the Devil 


Angels for ever, and ever? ſuch is the IC x never + 
Uute elactian: what can we ſuppoſe W 3 


anſwer of J eſus. to his diſciples if — — «1 


fix ee had been pat! unto him. mus” 
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1 taking the wor r in a . 755 as to me 5 
entward 3 of ,godline eſt, it is, comparatively Savinus ag, the 
d by 3 1 Mo ; | | 


alt and narrow path ae unto bur | | 
tthew's goſpel ; and as there is but 0negarrow para 
ſhould ous ceremonials be more than one i form ont 
2# Feſits Bd his Apoſtles were one, ſo he 
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| Area, or — aan, for | 
{ 21 
e but Cel. dee, are prtiulr, and. 
2 $5. 4 © ſpecial: if we leave, and forſake all for thy ſake 3 


| NN eee ee | 


N 


2 d 


[ Ks | men e wal an 9 | 
aa 5th. If no man believe, in thee, will no 
man be ſaved? 6th, Canſt thou make void the 


| thy Father before the world was created? 
1 ſuppoſe the following to be the 1 
| , + NR" "Rs > ha gave thoſe curious i inquirers. bt 
| 4 7 * * T — is the e duty of * 5 | 
11 . he e fer d men Shs 2 
, 2d, * All thoſegthat ſerve not Ern holy fear 
it is done in 

8 5 * by 


41 u ; taking, as _ 
885 K Sag — 3 my will ; 99 66 with fuch ſacri>. 
a er” 6 5 er «7 10 well e * 6 Land 


7 « lies *. 4 * A NAY 
* 44h ſon of man it ſha! 1 be forgiven him,” © . 
* wp wicked forſaks his way, and the wnrighteou man 
1 thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and 
| Gb, will haue mercy upon him, ond fo « my 1 father” 
a and be * CEN pardon,” a F 2, 


Pin fon unconnected wich conditional obedi- 
ence, or diſobedience.” I fay unto you i Mo 
jo Hall be in Heaven, over one ſinner that vepenteth, * 
mure than over ninety and nine juſt perſonsthat need u 
repentance. . ut had my Father decreed the ſinnert 
we perſevering impenitence ; there could been noreturn · 
ing from wickedneſs nor joy in Heaven, and in the 
end I might ſay with the prophet” © 1 have laboured 


in wait, I wa pen 19 en yo np and. in 
4 Ou.” | 


* 


I ſuppoſe 1 vill be expal from me phe 6+ 
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p Paul's Feilen; ee my; own rat» 
ſuch part of them at leaſt, n bn mme. 


abſolute election, or predeſti One of the moſt 
principal is the fo „eee L „ „ A. 
© cording as he hath choſe us in bim before the founda- 
tion of the world, that abe ſhould be holy, and without. 
blame before him in love. Having predeſtinated us 
unto the adoption of children by Feſus . unto lin. 
ARR to the god Nane. H 


The Apoſtle writes this letter to the fans che: 


1. 


the preachers) and all the faith ful, or believers, 4 
and followers of Feſus Chrift ; from thele premiſes 


we muſt draw our concluſions, whether theſe ſaints, 
and faithful, were foreordained before the founda- 
tion ef the weld; 1 mall "ay and Fong ts: 3; 
. 
At the very ae of ach commentations. e 
ſeems to be a {tumbling to the reality of the aſſer- 
ſion; for St. Paul himſelf, a good man, was a 
| Notorious exception, as we read in Acts ix. 4. "50. 


* 


The very voice of Chriſt ſrom hæauen; Saul, | 


Saul, why perſecuteft thou me? I am Jaſus whom, 


thou, perſecuteſt :" hut to proceed ; ; the Apoſſle by 


makes no mention of whom, or how many, were 
the ſaints, and faithful, that was choſen by God, th 
walk blamele/s ; for we all know he did not, until he 
vas. ffruck blind and continued ſo three days faſting.” 

- Tt yas the faithful, that the Lord ordained ſhould 
_ ons Ws " 1. the - did nat 27 855 holy 


4 


5 


. 6 


: 8 ä nf ? > 8 80 2 . 4 4 * 
* * We [4 * Art, Se, 


"even in char” generation, as wel as i eule 5 
what would become of all religion?” but you ſay, 3 
the faithful frequently fall from holmeſs, and not 
Walk Gblameleſs : I fay, a pgg/on may diſgrace” his 
profeſſion of faith and of courfe not walk vlameleſt 7 - 
but the Apoſtle is not ſpeaking here of a bare faith; 
but the fulfillers of that faith, or in other words, 
the faithful; it is not merely a faith, but to be full 


of faith, which ſignifies to be perfected i 40 RW 5 
| 4 that fin have no dominion. 7 


1 1 cannot recollyd? any 7 in the ſacred wi 
ö Ings, that mentions the revolt of the- faithful ; but 

a a negative faith will not ſecure us againſt the en 
of temptations, but an actual faith will; that is, r 
muſt not only believe in Chriſt, but we muſt work for 
Chriſt ; and chen we ſhall be faithful ; or in the 
Apoſtle's phraſe, full of faith ;- God's foxeordained _ 
faithful : Abraham was faithful, he walked blames 
leſs before God in love; and thoſe that were fai 
in and to Chriſt, the Lord peo thaw as 
5 ned children by Jaſus ne" 


" Prodetination in this place, is a elaine term, i it 155 
bears an analogy to time antecedent to the 
of Jeſus (as being faithful in God's promiſes, and 
walking blameleſs ; and therefore holds good as to 5 
God's equity, truth, and juſtice to all men) and it' 
| alſo bears an alluſion to the Meſliah-ſhip, n being 
before the foundation of the new , ann Wi 


by ated ; $6 of things are paſt cu, HORA all thi 
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| become new” 2 Cor. v. Bs? In the four golpde1: o» 
not ſee the words predeſtination, forcordination, de- 
cree, nor reprobation once mentioned; but the word 
 oleft, is, four times 3 bree thnes by St. Matthew, 
and. once by St. Luke, but the proper meaning of the 
* Word in theſe places, do ſo obviouſly allude to the 
nen in Jeſus Chriſt, or the upright in heart, un- 
connected with whatis . Gad's choſen, and 
before the foundation of the world 
or glare} that it e be an.infult upon common 
underſtanding to attempt to give a definition of the 
word here; we read of the children of 7/-ae/ bein 
an clef#ed people choſen of God; but did their lives | 
through the wilderneſs, and all along.until the com- 
ing of Jeſw manifeſt a holy and 2 life ? 
read Numbers the xiv. and xix. chapters; Deu- 
teronomy ix. Judges i ii. 2 Samuel 2, and through- 
ou all the Kings reigns; now ſee, and judge, if all 
the | s bears any ſimilitude to a people 
* "Relefied for alvation, and to walk holy and blameleſs 
before the Lord ? the Lord choſe, or elected them 
| " were become a people (according to his 
promiſe made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob) to be 
"his favourite people; but never elected them for 
| "Lalvation, for he cut every one of them off in his 
=. -wrath in the wilderneſs, that was twenty years old, 
and upwards, excepting Joſhua ond Caleb, if he 
had taken them away as a righteous generation in 
-me rc 2 From the of to come 3 *, * would bear 
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e eee or eyen an intenjonal ection 
to glory, Feet exiſtence as a people 3, it is bor 
ſerve, eee to diſcharge, a as ſucceeding gener- 
ations, and as every future generation w will © t- * 
make - their, calling and election ſure,” which, 8 ſum-” 
marily comprehended in the 35th and 38th verſes of. 
the xxi. chap. St. Matthew; 0 Feſus ſaid unto him;. 
thou bolt: love the Lord thy God, with-all thy ——5 
and with-all thy ſoul, and with. all W ee e 
17 ee . reer $i op 


4 W 4* #S * 


you, that God's mu. and bis amn 9 8 Fa bob 
the fame, and Gif only i in, degrees ; ; ne, 
eternal, and auoridiy; and election 

tion are the ms «. 5 not. im one place ihroughove 
the old or, ew teſtament alludes to any 
tion, or foreknowledge prior to the cre; 
world; for he would not have er rd, 
that he foreknew., (much. leſz N that i its-ins 


habitants would afterwards. 91 0 him at. * 


and cauſe | him to repent of w as he he had d. 
"+ now return to tie deferice of wt 9% 


to, the dif prace of his relig Sion, that thete ate any. 
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part o (chriſtians throughout the world; conſe · 

quently, to thoſe it is needleſs to attempt any reveal- 

3 ed evidence, becauſe they can read the ſacred ſcrip. 
1 ture with underſtanding and profit ; but to thoſe 

th either will not, or cannot comprehend. it, I 

' would wiſh to addreſs wg in een . 8 

of ſimplicity and truth. 


Gad is in himſelf che effence; FO TE IR 

kde th nity, and all that dwelleth in his glorious 

h 0D (as angels) are by nature divine, and we 

_ ourſelves by eſcaping © the. corruption that is i 

© the world through luſt,” may, as St. Peter ſays, 

e be partakers of the divine nature; there is in 

heaven but one nature, that is divine; and on earth 

mus natures; that is human, ind ſpiritual : there 
f Aare no created eee beings, but angels, end men, 


rw 


1 38 by being ſpiritual (that is, endued with reaſon- 
eie fobls). we are in affinity with the angels, and 
bear a reſemblance to our Maler; and, to be ſpir- 


| Itual is to be divine; and though our ſpiritual, and 
4 divine natures are conneAive in efſentials, they are 
= quite UſjutiQive, and independent, in circumſtan- | 
ble; for the ſpirit or ſoul will be ſtill the fame in 
* inherent properties and qualities; and its ever- 
*—@ Iaſting ſtate of experience depends entirely upon the 
| © - improvement, or abuſe of our divine nature ; and to 
= * remove Albſcruples or doubt of our being poſſeſſed 
| _ "wil 1 gre refer ſuch” Ele 


| 3 . it makes no dt 


ference ; they all call themſelves divinec, and ſome 
of them, y their extraordinary talents (or more 


4 frequently me fortunate event proceeding from 


friendſhip, or influence) are ſucceſsful enough to be 


i promoted to © chief" Jeats in the ſynagogue, and 
think themſelves entitled to an equa! degree of digs 


4 


could ever lay claim to ſuch perfecton: 


nity to God himſelf; and vainly ſtyle themſelves | 


_ Right Rev, Father in God zu we need go no far.. 
i ther to prove the divine nature of men; but though 
T have allowed them their ſelf-afſumed” periſhable 


pty 1 title, and alſo admitted there is a divine na- 


| | ture i in men; 1 have not granted them the attri-, 
5 butes of 1 ; for that is the prerogative of the 
4 Pare and to ſuch only as he pleaſe to beſtow” it 


; and this I conclude muſt be to beings im- 


g ee pure, and free from all impurity; which 


muſt be the angels in heaven; for no mortal man 


PAL is, there is no impiety'; but where | if 
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of Jeſiu (for certainly there is none would exclude * 


him from an equality with men) but his divine - 


nature taken ſimply in common with the race of 
mankind would not vindicate his cauſe, or ſcreen "2 
him from the imputation of Arius ; but there muſt 
be ſome additional evidence of his miſſion to eſtab- 
N Ins and chat pally 


ef - 
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ee th tis the, demands of po Bu 4 

not ſay his divinity periſhed: ; but being the ae 
| Sen ef God, before all worlds, 
heaven and. ſurrendered up his Urine (or ſpi Piri- 
tual) and human nature upon the croſs ;, and 5 . 
he was the Son, of Gad, and came down from heav- 
en; we tive his own words, John iii. 13. « Ang 
no man hath aſcended; up to heaven but he that came 


down from heaven ; and that he did come down 
from heaven, ve read i in the 17th verſe ſame chap, 12 
that he was God's Son, and he ſent him into j — 


world, not to condemn, but to fave the world, and 


hoſaever (without reſpect of perſons). believed. i in 
him ſhould be ſayed : here his divinity, admits of no 


 . argument 3, if he had not been. a heavenly hoſt, and 


anc ued with the divinity of Cod, a, faith i 77 him, 


"would been no farther ſalutary towards falvation 
an in any other man; for it was his divinity as the 
eternal Son of God, that diſtinguiſhed him from other 
© good men of old; and that divinity was left behind | 

in heaven as ſecurity,” until the ranſom was paid . 

anche debt af Iyfwite Juſtice was fatiaied.: while | 
he was on earth, he was ſybje. to all. the Ain 
ties, expoſed to ſimilar temptations, and liable to 
dhe lame fins us his brethren, in the fleſh; and all ws 
© which he experienced (fin exc epted) but we do not 
readies was, guilty, of one lin Jet in ny in- 

6, we find his Goubty. almoſt amount to faith. 


OW" | 


+ be F 
. 
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2 langt in Gel the Father, ; 2 which you find in Mat, 


xxvii, 46, theſe words is a proof of hig being at 
this time diveſted of his divinity,: that is, his hea. 
_ enly attribute; or he would been more. than man; 
aud in that caſe it would been. impoſible for his 
enemies to have wounded him ſorely, or for. him to 
fuffer in agonies; and alſo, his ſuperio ity, over mans 
kind would have rendered his precepts and ex- 
amples void, and of no efl & ; becauſe e being 
endued with an heavenly privilege, he would nei- 
ther been our equal, nor we his; and of courſe in ihiat 
caſe we could plead his divinity, and our on imbe- 
cility ; and thereby, ſtill had 4 cloak for our ſius 


but taking upon bim ſinful fleſh, he died in the like - 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, but yet without ſin 3 for, e 


* enero no ſin, 2 Cor. v. 21. and after his 17 
miſſion was fully diſcharged, he ſaid as his laſt 
words; * it is finiſhed,” and he is again aſcended / b 2 a 
into Mend to reaſſume his divinity ; and we have 
no cloak for our fins ; his miſſion was ſuffering, ans 
our duty is /aith ; he fulfilled his, now let all that 
pretend to be his followers, examine themſelves, 
Gas St. Paul recommended to the inhabitants Gr 
Corinth) and fee how 7 W or do, en W 


theirs. 


8 ws, 


we are Mang urged to haye  fath 3 in n Safi ard 
Chriſt, not merely in his miracles, or ſufferings :; for 1 
that could not be of any intrinſie merit of itſelf, 14  _— 


deprive him of thoſe divine excellcies that Be 50 N. 116 


ſelled e his deſcenſion 3 ; it is "his former 
| preſent. 


' On the Diolpiy of Clrif. Boox iv, 


e vine glories, that recommends him to our 
faithful conſideration ; that he ſhould for no other 
but to call finners unto repentance, and re- 


deem from the miſeries of hell, all thoſe that do 
believe in him; condeſcend to leave behind him 


all his heavenly attributes (that is, his divinity) and 


take upon him our form, and nature in all things, 


(fin excepted) and it is on this rock our faith muſt * 
be built: the rock of his divinity, as connected with 
his Godbead; for being the Son of Cod, he muſt 
inherit ſome of his Fathers properties, which is, 


his eternal divinity before all worlds, and everlaſt- 


ing power (now conferred upon him) over all 


worlds; conſequently, in his attributes we may 


nom call him God, as equal to his Father ry 
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876 writings 668 "i 96 ray, K. 
epiiles,” doth ſtrongly recommend an rape obe- 
dience 0n the one hand, and faith on the other, to 
the doctrine of Fe/us, as the promiſed? Mei ah'; and „ 
as the only means to ſecure ſalvation by expefience i , 6. 
ing the bleſſed effects of his miſſion, as the Redeem- * » 
er of the world: during his being in the fleſh, he 15 
went about doing good, and by reading | the four 
*# vangeliſts you . 125 inſtances in plenty witkout 
my enumerating them : this we muſt call 7e ſuf i * 
examples ; for certainly many of them came within 
the abilities es of mankind t | 5 cach other "and in ol 

| reſpect we can imitate him him F not dl him: and 

he alſo delivered exhortations, admonitions, and 
prohibitions, which, properly ſpeaking, 7 was his pre- 
 cepts ; but had not he manifeſted the, F oor 7 
vis million by a diſplay of n it is very | 

| probable | 


200 q On the Hu Glut, t Ge. - Boos. 1 v. 


probable. he would- have gained but few converts 
by delivering the latter : v/hich verifies the proverb : 
2 is more n than 2 he preſſes | 


—— 


5 3 an.unſ} Ze By in his ee | 
enable them thereby. to undergo every tribulation 


patiently, and to withſtand all inward, and outward 
| temptations marifully ; and by eaſy acceſs to hiin, 
d nd frequent intercourſe with him, they may ſee 

the neceſſity. of a Saviour, and feel the conſolation 
of communion with one; 3 and bece 


FA 


with their own finful nature; may "apply, unto him 
as ſouls, heavy laden with ery. degree c of ſin, and 


_ procure. 005 and ſerenity, of mind: hear, What he 
. 2 lag Come unto ine all ** that AE" an are 


laden, and I will. ive you reſt" Mat. AL 


45 4 And, him that comet to me, E wilt i in 1% wiſe 


. i 10 5 


22 caft out”. John! vi. 37. In this general DER 
all the AY, KY to 1 by ma nan is 0 1 


8, not be WY * that the e through him? 1 5 


' John il 17, for there ad ane Kater 


44 — 


exceptec . and, one unpardonable fin reif ing; i _ 


* coyld i it be faid that his By 475 e 


I 


4 g i . 
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9 5ů5 that hie e bit ki bel a ſhe 
© once fi? 2114 \Þyt a * 211 16644 | rebgion ds'a 
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belief that he id'dis tos alt im; and all ge; 
then of courſe in thoſe days while he was upon 
earth, neither Phariſee, Publican, $qducte, Jews or 
Gentile, of any deſcription, could commit an wr 
pardonable ſin ; EN and alt de- 
this great phyſician of bn. 


| We do wor rexd of this unpandoatble yin ang 4 
of the Maſaical, or prophetical writings 3* or that 
 everthe Gees Narva in the mid oF the e, 

_ ing iniq) ceeding generations, in his fre- 
quent revelations to the prophets ſpoke after - 
nn he proniſed pardon. is all the withed, 


relaing to forme fingular, _ "boron ag that 
would be more aggravating and heinous in lis 
ſight than others, and the committing them would 
invoke his wrath and anger in an mary. yr 
ner, which we read in the book of Leviticus; but 
it is no where ſaid, that all, or either of theſe ns . 
excluded the ſinver from mercy through eternal” > 
predeter ion; for had the Almighty decreed a 
ſin, and eſtabliſhed it inviolably unpardonable ; is 
it Bok. 2 with reaſon, religion, and every 
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” 4 On ile Holy Gbes, e. 1 Boon v. 
, Joſhua, Samuel, David, or ſome of the patri- © 


fy 


IE or prophets, and eſpecially to: Abraham the | 


; ana, when he ſpoke unto him aiter this manner; 
and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed,” Gen. xxii. 18. or unto Moſes when he 
called him to be a deliverer and leader of theſe 
people; in whoſe ſeed . all the nations of the earth 
were to be bleſſed; but there is not one word of 
 forewafning a aint, or threatening for the com- 
miſſion of this fin ; and conſequently there was no 
ſuch fin exiſting 1 in thoſe days: and now to come to 
our Saviour's time, who firſt ſpeaks of this ſin, dur- 
all his preachings, miracles, exhortations, or pre- 
pts, never once give an hint towards deſcribing the 
ature of this fin, or even mentioned it but on one 
occaſion, when the Scribes and Phariſees imputed 
His miracles, to an alliance with the Devil'; neither 
did any one of his miniſters that were expreſsly com- 


miſſioned by him for the purpoſe of propagating 
his religion ever ſpeak about this fin, as to its na- 
ture or danger ; even St. Paul is totally filent in- 
his earneſt letter of reproof to the Gallatians, who 
| of all the new eſtabliſhed churches of Chriſt; was 


4 che moſt incredulous, and the moſt eaſy to be ſe- 
duced from the truth of that doctrine, and given to 
change ; and of courſe the moſt likely to fall into 
the guilt of this unpardonable fin ; but we read 
- nothing that either of them, or of any other individ- 
_ wal ſoul in the world that ever did commit it; con- 
— Jequently, it muſt be a ſin ſo eaſily Mown, and with- 


in the 3 of * adult perſon, that it 
would 


cnar. . n de Holy Chet, . 20s 


would be needleſs to define it; and not to be left 
to the learned, worries fix» 
teenth or ſeventeenth century to explain it; and that 
this was the caſe, I hope I ſhall prove to the con- 

vincement of many, (and that I know-I have already 
done with the manuſcript) but to flatter myſelf with | 
the expectation of pleaſing, or perſuading all, Iam 
not ſo vain : but one thing 1 can ſay, with ſafety, 

and peace of mind: 1 have pleaſed myſelf, and 
acquitted my deen and now leave all my read- 


ers to theirs : if they do not n i 
rec bene e | 


1 ; 4 * 
2k FEST 4 £ 4 


We do not read RE, the 15 e _ 
pe, epiſtlet, or revelations of St. John, of one ſoul that 


4 1 


ever fell a ſacrifice to this ſin; even of all the mul» af 7 


tiplicity of ſins before the flood, and amongſt thoſe 
of Sodom (where ten righteous could not be found) 
there is not a tittle mentioned about an unpardonable . 
ſin ; a few minutes reflection muſt produce very 
awful contemplations upon a  confidering - and 
Tighteous ſoul, of the conſequences of this fin ; 
for fear he has unavoidably, or inadvertently been 
guilty of it, and after all his growth in grace, ank 
long ſuffering for Jeſus Chriſt, by ſtriving to make 
His © calling and election ſure, fall © ſhort of i 
glory of, Cod: Such a fin there was, or no guilt | 
would been declared as ſuch PR 0 ve now 

| enter upon, the nature of it. 


p againſt the, Holy Chit ; ; there „ 


been a dme ficn it could nat be committed? tire 4 


; # 5 F 1 
- 
a : 4 a 


25 ' fullander. was caſt upon him, he OW. 
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has been a time when. it ci be committed: and 
from chat time to the end of the world it never again : 
can be committed : there was a time when /ome 
| ſouls could do it; but there never * 4 time 
[7 when evry foul could do | 


Jeſus, while he uns upon earth, . 
perſecuted by his foes, and I believe fometimes for- 
faken by pretended friends; he exerted. every rea - 
ſonable faculty in the diſcharge of his embaſſy with 
Which his Father intruſted him, to bring mankind 
to a knowledge of him, and belief in him; but the 
direful efiects of his earneſt entreaties, and ardent per- 
ſuaſlons, is a lamentable record in holy writ ; neither 
ge promiſes, invitationt, or threats, eee 
pon theit hardened, and obſtinate natures to place 
6 bh antes or faith in his miniſtiry: he 
Vas evety where by the majority of the tin 
treated as an impoltor, a diſturber of the peace 
and tranquility of the country ; and-one that pro- 
voked the people to tumult, and fedition ; his 
tenderneſs, feeling, and love for all thoſe under 
the pangs of calamities of different natures and de- 
© grees; inſtead of augmenting his believers, often- 
times only increaſed his enemies, and inciting them 
e malice, and added fuel to then blaſphem. 
ous flames; every kind of ignominy, and reproach. 


155 minds with i en TOY him. 


| Vata 


CAB; 8 | Onthe HoyiGhy, We og 205 | 


VUnto ſuch an unenlightened, and beathenjhygens + 
eration, it nit be granted he. had the appearance 


of a natural born man (and what if he was to make 
his ſecond appearance, to this enlightened, and over- 
righteous generation? but I will be ſilent here) 
his father a humble mechanic; his birth mean ; 
his education poor; neither genealogy, pomp, or any 
train of magnificence to recommend him to the elevar. - 
ed notice of the exalted; and dignified, (which in 
thoſe days, as well as the preſent, bore two much 
| ſway over the opinions of the /ow, and humble mind- 
ed, and by uſurped authority ſubjected them to iy 
Pant obedience, againſt poor, iron fettered conſcience F] 
nor no credentials to produce to vindicate his pre- 
fümptlon of being the promiſed Meſſiah, according 
to their dark apprehenſions, and comprehenſiohs 


miracles were indiſputable demonſiradonsy it was 
inſufficient to Prevail over the incredulity,” and 


of the prophecies concerning him; although his _ 


inveteracy of his enemies; and even at the very aſt, 25 


when he was brought before their curſed ry 
His very Judge (Poritius Pilate)” that condemn 

him, acknowledged he could find no cauſe for Y 
vidtion, but at the fame time too incredulous 0 
believe him to be the Sin of Cod ; and althoughy 


they condemned him, their hearts was pricked wit 9 


in them, and was almoſt ready to cry out with the _ 
multitude 3 4 men and brethren, ub _ was F, + 
Ads f. 37. eee 


e on Hay Chyt, , Boot v. 


Thus was the malice of his enemies brought to 
the higheſt pitch of rancour; and from this judgment 
gave againſt conſcience by Pontius Pilate, until his 

_ crucifixion concluded the melancholy cataſtrophe; 
and thus ends the unparalleled ſufferings of 7; fur, | 
in the fulfillment of his a in che geln. 


Now obſerve, all theſe # ignominious © FP re- 
wilings, perſecutions, mockeries, and tortures, amount- 
ed to no. more in that generation, than treſpaſſing 
againſt the hon of man, as he calls himſelf, Mat. xii. 
42. for not having faith in his divine nature, they d { 
could not /n againſt what they did not believe; 
and although the Lord from heaven ſpoke, and ſaid 
+ this umi well beloved Son, hear ye him, it is to be 
doubted, whether one of thoſe concerned in his death 
ative or paſſive heard thoſe words from heaven, 
and if not, we cannot ſuppoſe they would believe 
the aſſertions of Feſus,. or his 1 8 _ were 
. | . 


we haye no reaſon to Aab but hat STR of 
thoſe that were directly, or indire&ly inſtrumental | 
in his death, was after. . reſurrection, and aſcen- 
* tion, conyerted by his apoſtles and became not only 
believers in, but zealous ſupporters, and defenders 
ol the chriſtian religion, and ſaved their ſouls alive: 
for the magnitude of their rreſpaſt againſt him while 
in the capacity of prophet, prigſt or king, was no ex- 
.  ception to the general proclamation of pardon, up- 
| on the condition of Ann and. enen _ | 


cnar; 1. os the Hoy Chl, oc. 5; 20 
lite « as to bis haly word ;”: for it was, only © 


ſinning nnn as the Son of nan. ON | 
Now cometh the uncardmobl in! but KA JK 


Sinneth againſt the Holy Ghoſt," his fin ſhall not be for- 
| a him. in this world, nor that which is to come. 


There was a "mined breed of the 2 called 5 


Saducees, that believed not in the reſurrection, and 


it being a very principal point of Jeſus's doctrine to | 


inculcate into the minds of his followers a belief i in 


this Principle. it was neceſſary for him not only to | 


acquaint them of the poſſibility of it, but to con- 


vince them by an inſtance of its reality; and con- 


ſequently informed them for their ſatis faction that 


himſelf after being three days in the bowels of the 
earth, in his grave with the dead, he would riſe 


again A be ſeen amongſt them ; he fulfilled this 


prediction, and was converſant with his diſciples, 
and others for forty days afterwards, and frequently 


exhorting and admoniihing them to a ſtrit adher- 


ence unto, and perſeverance in the faith that he had | 


ſealed with his blood, and again repeated unto them 


his curſe on impenitent ſinners, but ILY * | 
lin ane Holy Ghgft, % THF 3» Ov 2 7 


 & You have beew 5 ſays he, eye, 5 ear incl = 
40 my labours, and ſufferings while I continued with 


| youll in the fleſh ; but neither of theſe, nor my 


+ 
* 8 


miracles or death, was effectual to convince. you of _ | # 


my veracity ; ] forewarned yoy of wy reſurrectien 


* 1 p * 
7 af 2 4 


. 1 fore my * 3 dot am 93 9 
nated over our minds : are you now convinced that 
Ln 08 Jeu nhop: you erected} 


As I told you before, 1 again repeat 8 that 
Whatever fins was committed againſt me as tha 
| Sap of man before my death, ſhould upon penitence, 
and contrition be forgiven ; but whoſoever. ſinneth 
. againſt me notu, as an Hozr Grosr, riſen from the , 
dead, and aſcending to my Father in heaven, his fins 
never. ſhall be forgiven him, neither. in this world, by 
my Father, nor in the world to come by me ; when the 
KD Father has conferred 7 * ** ne, fo neee both 
=, Frans and the deat : 2 


4 My human nature ; be * r grave. 
"with me, and therein did 1 diveſt myſelf of all mor- 
"Al properties; and am now going to be taken from 
5 Jou in the ſpirit, that where Fam, ye cannot be yet, 
but my Þoly /p;rit, or gho/t ſhall accompany you, and 
1 all believers in my name until the end of the 
75 Vorld: ſome time after this, when his diſciples were 
aſſembled together for devotion "privately, for fear 
= of the Jews, the Holy Gh, or ſpirit of Feſus, came 
. and ſtood in the midſt of them, and after ſhew ing 
them his hands, and his ſides, to remove all doubts 
and miſtruſt, of his being their crucified Maſter, or 
Saviour ; & he breathed % them and ſaith unto en, 
_ receive ye the Holy Chef,” St. John xx. 22. 
5 % which ſhall be T9 4 e to the end fi * 


2. g 2 . — 0 
7 Fg" - 
£25 4 4 1. 3 * bl + #6 
* 5 * ® 
- ; 3 5 * 
n 5 * * Fe 


. . 


2 * Of the Hy 8377 . 


Te was to thoſe only that ſhould either be e vi 


neſſes, or convinced ear witneſſes, that the fn 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt was denownced with 
the judgment of no forgiveneſs 3 fot that being the 
laſt demonſtrative evidence and proof of his Mef- 

faah-ſhip and Divinity ; if that ſeafon of convince- . 
ment and conviction was fligfted and rejected, the 
doors of mercy would de for ever cloſed. | 


Do we read of. any one that ſous Chri? after 
his ds, that ſinned againſt his appearance ? 
or denied the viſibility of his Holy Ghoſt ? We do 
not. Conſequently, as 1 mentioned before, there 
has been a time when this fin could not be commit- 
ted, a time when it could be committed, and a 
time when it cannot be committed. © Defore 
the coming of Jeſus it could not be beten Ii, | 
reſurrection and aſcenſion it cou be; and ſine 
his aſcenſion it cannot be, unleſs we become apoſ- 697 
| fates to the faith of the chriſtian religion entire- 
ly; and then his Meſtah-ſhip, eruci ifixion, and 
divinity muſt be included to make a fin of it; for 
the commination was announced only to thoſe 
who either ſaw him after his reſurrection, or belieus, 
ed it from undoubted report; and the veracity of 
the apoſtles” teſtimony might as likely be diſcredit- 


ed by the immoral and profane in this generation, 


as his miſſion was in that; for we have no further 


; evidence adduced now, than the primitive chriſt. - + * 
ians had ſeventeen hundred years ago, for the 1 ALE I 


of Fe Nr being riſen from the dead ; 2 vonſequ 
vor. 1 Da 


Of the Holy Ghoſt, *&; Book V. 
400 impoſſible for this, or future generations to, 


| 0 commit the ſin againſi the Holy Ghoft, as one par- 


ticular, unconnected ſin, uncompounded with all 
other ſins, peculiar to the offences againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the Saviour of the world. We read of 
no more than one perſon that even heſitated in his 
belief of the Holy Ghoſt ; and that was Thomas, and 
that ſeemed to proceed more from zeal for the 
truth of Jeſus's prediction, than from any ſettled 
doubt of the truth of what his brethren declared 
unto him; and to remove this wavering faith, 
Chrift ſaid unto him at another time, Reach hith- 
er thy finger, and behold my hands, and reach hither 
thy hand, and thruſt it into my fide, and be not faith. 
leſe, but believing. And Thomas, after being thus 
convinced, cried out, My Lord and my God“? 
This is the only inſtance recorded in ſcripture of 
any one being in danger of this unpardonable fin. 


CHAP. 


| Chap, u. 


On the TRI NITY., 
5 Hirnr RTO I have only treated upon 
the divinity of tuo diſtin& perſons, God the Father, 


and Chriſt the Sen; but to make the number com- 


plete, according to the eſtabliſhed principles of the 
chriſtian religion, in every denominated church. 
that I know; I muſt introduce one more, to make 
the number three; and after finding this one, and 
tranſplanting him into Heaven with God and his Son, 
I muſt transform all theſe three perſons into one 
Cod; and this one God mult be the Creator of Heav« 
en and earth; muſt be the Jeſus that was born in a 
ſtable, and flew into Egypt to ſave his life ; muſt 
be the Jeſus that was crucified ; muſt be the Chriſt 
that breathed the Holy Gho/t on the diſciples 3 and 
muſt be the one Great Almighty God, that never had 
a beginning, nor never will have an end, 


I confeſs, and I am neither aſhamed or afraid to 
confeſs it, that it exceeds my abi ties to find the 
third perſon, much leſs to unite three perſons to- 

gether that I cannot ſind, and make them all one God. 
5 When 
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When! ponder upon the 7. rinity according to the 
preſent notions of the world, it bring to my ideas a 
heterogenial Being with three faces, and one mouth and 

Hody, and theſe three faces can occaſionally repreſent 
three perſons jointly or ſeparately at the ſame mo- 
ment of time, both in Haven and on earth, and in 
ten thouſand different places at the ſame inſtant, al- 
together as one indiviſible perſon, and ſeparately, as 
three diſtin, unconnected Beings, and entitled 
with the appellation of Father, Son and Holy Ghaſt, 
three perſons, but one God; and theſe ihres always 
were, and always will be but one. This one made 
aprons for Adam and Eve; theſe three ſpoke to 
Moſes out of the burning buſh ; this one is infinite 
in himſelf, and never had a begining ; ; theſe three 
are that one, and was born of a woman and laid in 
2 manger ; this one was led to the top of a mount- 
ain, and tempted by the devil ; theſe three faſted 
forty days and was an hungred (the firſt time 1 ev- 
er knew the Almighty God to be hungry) this one 
was hanging on the croſs, and calling to his Father, 
« Eli, Eli;” and theſe three were put altogether 
into Joſeph's ſepulchre ; and this one aroſe from the 
dead; and theſe three Al aſcended into Heaven to 
their God, and our Gd; and to complete the 
myſtery, neither this one, nor either of theſe three 
ever quitted the ſeat of glory in Heaven; for with 
this one-three, there was never any © variableneſs or 
- ſhadow of turning,” but the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever ]; they were never * never fa C 
ed, 


ed, never crucified, never buried, nor never 
from earth to heaven to another God. 


Theſe are the myſteries of the unity, in Trinity ; 


paradoxes that I leave to others to ſolve after their 


own imaginations ; but for my part, I can recon- 


cile my ſentiments to the unity in Trinity, on more 
plauſible and rational documents, without preſents 


ing my adorations to deities that I can neither con- 
ceipe nor comprehend. 


My creed of the 7 rinity is this; God the Father, 
made the aprons for Adam and Eve ; God the Fa- 


ther ſpoke to Moſes out of the burning buſh ; and God 


the Father, never had a beginning. Jeſus the Son was 
| conceived by God's holy ſpirit, and born of a woman 
. laid in a manger; Teſus the Son was tempt- 


; Yeſus faſted forty days; Jeſus was hanging 


Re croſs z and Jeſus was laid in fac Is 
chre. 


The Holy Chef of Jeſu arofe from the thi 


Holy Ghoſt aſcended into Heaven; and the Holy 


Ghoſt conferred power upon the apoſtles, by. 


breathing upon them, 


Thus by allowing the Father to be the moving 


principle in the three firſt points; the Son in the 
ve next, and his Holy Ch, or Spirit, in the three 


laſt, the whole myſtery is cleared. up, and nothing | 
44 pe finding Os. left as a maze upon our undere 
ſtanding 
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ganding to puzzle us with obſcure and intricate 
| conjectures. £ 

The three perſons repreſented under the names 
of Father, Son, and Holy Mg as one Cod, I des 
ſine after this manner : 


Before the coming of our Saviour in the fleſh z 
there was then in Heaven himſelf, in the ſpirit, his 
Father, and the angelt; but no ſuch a perſon as is 
now diſtinguiſhed by the Holy Ghot ; and after 
the miſſion of Jeſus was fulfilled, and aſcenſion in- 
to heaven again, it is now his Holy Gho/t, or Spirit 
with the Father, the ſame as before he took upon 
him our nature, without either addition to, or dim- 
inution from his ſormer glory ; but he is now equal 
to his Father in Power, having it conferred upon 
him for to execute it upon thoſe that will hence- 
forward rebel againſt him ; but if the rea- 
der refer back to the ſecond chapter, he will find I 


did not attribute any power to the Son en he 
was 


The unity of perſons (if the expreſſion is allowa- 
ble) now in heaven, is the Father and Son ; but to 
bring the language nearer to our preſent ideas of 
the divinipotent ; we will call it the Holy Ghg/t, or 
Hily Spirit of the Son, which aroſe from the dead, 
and reaſlumed his former ſeat in Heaven; fo hs 
there are !:v0 at Ainet perſons as there always was, 


| and ont God. 


The 


Char. I. On the Trinity. 215 
- The firſt chapter of St. Jobn, and 1 Timothy .. 
106, are the only io places in the ſacred writings 


that cofiveys any diſtant alluſions to Chriſt being 
God. ” 


L It is Fea the gs, Bau 2 and third verſes of St | 
John that want an explanation: 87. John is declar- 
ing the creation of the world and the miſſion of 
Jeſus : In the beginning was the word. Let 
us make man” God © and the world was with God 3 
2s ; His Son © and the word ⁊ꝛuas God.” us ; It was 
God's word. © The ſame was in the beginning with 
Gad,“ bis Son, before the creation. All bing 
were made by him, and without him was nat any thing” 
made that was made. The Son (if I may be al- 
lowed the phraſe) was co- operator with the Father 
in creating the world ; for God ſays, in Geneſis i. 
26, * Let us make man, and my reader will recol- 
lect, that in the firſt chapter of the ſecond book, 1 
allude to the Son, where the Almighty addreſſes his 
voice to another, in creation's works , and by tak» 
ing the words in this ſenſe Jeſus Chriſt or the 
Word, may very properly be ſaid to make, or bs 
une with his Father 1 in making the world. ! 1745 
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„ be creating of the world was no more than, | 
God's will; he willed there ſhould be a world, 
and in fix ſeparate days it was completed, and all 
that was in it. The Son's 2vill, was in unity with the Ta- 
ther's will, and thus he 1 became the Maker of 1% 


N world : 
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world; becauſe be willedit : If tun, ien, or twenty- 
men join together to build a houſe, it is the architect 
is called the bui/der ; but every one of thoſe that con- 
* tributed towards it, can ſay, without me was nothing 
made that was made.” But although the Almighty 
could have created the world, or man, without ſay- 
ing, let , it was his pleaſure ſo to-ſpeak—* Let 
ur 1will a world, and they both willed; and a world 
became. I am ſenſible that the word u is not men- 
tioned until after the works of creation was finiſhed 

in the Moſaical account; but there is no ſhadow of 
room to imagine the don was unconcerned in the 
firſſ ue days work, and adviſed with on we 


1 FH Adam. 


in the other part of the facred writings where the 
Sen fs mentioned as God; 1 Timothy, iii. and 16, 
&« God manife/t in the fleſp. This alludes to nothing 
more than his exaltation at the right hand of God ; 
as a contradiction to the humble, and abject ſtate 
he was in when upon earth. St, Timothy ſeems to 
ſpeak it more from the ardour of religious enthuſi- 
alm, and gladneſs, that unbelievers were convinced, 
than from any notion, or belief that it was the One 
Almighty Ae-exiſting Cod; a doctrine that was nev- 
er mentioned in the world, until ſuperſtition, and 
_ blind prejudice found way into the Roman Liturgy, 
und deſerve but little more notice at this day, than 
many of their other Legendary tales. ' Permit me to 
recommend the peruſal of a few proofs, and any un- 
prejudiced, ＋ calm reader may caſily judge who 
ps "i 


Cr. I. On the Trinky. ery 
it was that was crucified: St. John, v. and 17. 


and a8. i. and . Cor. i. and n 
* 8,9, fo. 9 


le bring to my ideas FRY N ally 
as I can three; but to reſt my imaginations and 
conceptions upon two, I can eafily ; that is, God 
the Creator, and his Son the Saviour, or dis Hey Chef, 


at his right hand; athongh be is now ho ore, 


or leſs than the ſame immaculate Being, àd he was 
before his deſcenſion to take ous homan naturè up- 
on him, otherwiſe, than having all podver èonferred 
upon him in heaven and earth ; und if 16, I do at 
know how he can be ſaid t6 make interreffoh for ub | 
that is atready endued with ail power, if the text is 
taken ina literal ſenſe; but the proper meaning of 
the apoſtle is ; his continual interceſſion to God for 
grace, that our © faith fail not, he may have all 
power of judgment conferred upon him, but not the 
' diſtribution of his Farher”s grace; as this is a gift 


unconnected with power or authority, I am inclin- 


ed to believe that the Almighty God has ſtill reſery- 
ed to himſelf this prerogative ; fo that our Saviour 
Is not interceding with his Father, for pardon for gur 
fins, but for grace that we might not fall into then; 
büt as this depends upon condition, and circum 


ſtances (as it ever did ſince the beginning of the 3 
world) we muſt not reſt upon our Saviour preſenk 


interceſſions, as abſolutely ſalutary, although abſo- 
lutely requiſite ; for we muſt ſtill * work out our 

ſalvation 
Ve.. . Ee 


Fg 
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ſalvation with fear and | trembling ; to make © our. 
calling and election ſure: Now to comprehend all 
this, there is no ſtraining of our imaginations : we 
can conceive, ſpeculate, underſtand, and draw con- 
cluſions from our own ideas with plauſible evidences 
of indiſputable truth. 


1 hope my readers are convinced that I believe 
in Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, and that my obejcts 
of adoration by references from what are paſt to 
the One Great God, are orthodox ; for I can with 
ſacred delight, and reverence ſubſcribe to glory un- 

to God the Father and Holy Gheſt, and faith in Jeſus 
Cbriſt the Saviour of the world; conſequently, the 
doxology that is univerſally uſed at the concluſions 
of our àddreſſes at the Throne Grace, are very prop- 
er, needful, and conformable to the ſacred record 
& May the grace of God, the love of our Lord Jeſus 
 Chri}t, and the Communion of the Holy Ghaſt, be with 

1 for ever.” I grant I have placed Zwo or three 
words with a little deviation, but as I think they 
ought to be uttered.—The Grace of God, we all 
know what it is, and we all know our want of it; 
the love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is what we want 
Now ; and the love he had for @// men, while upon 


. »+garth, is the love we ought to have for one anoth- 


; the communion of his Holy Ghoſt now in heaven, 
| Which ; in the xiv, Chap. of St. John is called the com- 
 forter, and this is the real ſupport of all true Chriſt. 

ians, and children of God, of all Sons upon 


* 
* 
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earth, and will be to the end of the world. Who do 
or do not, ſerve their Maker with uprightneſs, 
truth, and integrity, amongſt the different nations 
in the world ; we mult leave to our Maker to de- 
cide ; but ſuch individuals as do walk before him 
. and ſerve God acceptably with Godly 9 
fear,” do experience the bleſlings of the ſame Com. 
Forter, and will until © iniquity ſoall have an end, 
Ezekiel xzi. and 25. 
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Chap. II. 


On the STATE of DE ARTED Souls. 


As I am no Roman Catholic and an advo- 
cate but for few of their tenets, it mult not be ex- 
pected that the doctrine of purgatory will compoſe 
any part of this chapter; but nevertheleſs, out of re- 
ſpect and deference to many members of that com- 
munion with whom I have had the pleaſure of per- 
ſonal acquaintance ; I ſhall acquit my conſcience 
from all flattery on one head, and untruth on the 
_ Other, by declaring my belief, that there are more 
real devout chriſtians in that church, than in the 
pretended reformers, and that the errors at preſent 
avouched, and maintained, are innovations intro- 
duced into the Litany ; but for what ends I will not 


pretend to ſay, for although many authors before 


ie have attributed thoſe encroachments upon the 
uc church of Chriſt to ambitious and unlawful 
KLauſes; I think ſuch 74ſb, ſevere, and unchriſtian- 
like accuſations, a thouſand years before they were 

born, i is very ne and contrary to the 
a” words 
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words of our Saviour: Judge not that ye be not fudge 
cd.” There is a wide difference between a bare ſup- 


poſition of guilt, and a downright condemnation as 


guilty, merely on the ſtrength of that ſuppoſi tion: 


I believe we Proteſtants have no great room to boaſt 


of our reformation, perfection or unity: I think we 


have a beam in our own eyes, full as large as the 
mote 1n theirs. 


To wave all farther digreſlion, we return to our 


original ſubject under conſideration. 


We are taught to believe that there ſhall be a ref | 


urrection of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt,” 


Acts xxiv. and 15; and that there is no wiſdom, or dev 


vice in the graue: between /lcep and death, there is a 


nearer affinity than between any two created cauſes, 
| conditions, or circumſtances peculiar to this lower 
world, it is almoſt impoſſible to draw the line of dif- 
tinction; for there is no more ſubſiſting unity, or 


communion, or revelation or communication or moving 


principle between the ſoul and body of one afleep, 
than there is between the ſoul and body of one in 


| the grave; the grave is a bed: when any perſon 
is alleep they are either dreaming, or as inanimate; 


and in either ſenſe the body is a motionleſs, and un. 


concerned lump, having no connection at all will 
the ſoul any otherwiſe than © the breath f l Ves, 3 

to keep it from putrefaQtion : when a perſon is in a” 
dream, the ſoul is then preſent at the ſpot which 


Attracts it, and no more connected with the body 
whine 
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a while there, than if it was a corpſe ; "<4 þ is 


by motion, than if the breath was io hit eparted - *} 
from it : now here is one neceſſary and conſequen- ey 
tial article comes under our conſideration, or you 


+ e "opiate. ee ney - 


more poſſible to awaken, or put life into th 


; ar wake more. 


n or painful motion withoyt the ſoul being propor- 


Tue foal is a fn: @ biet require neither ſpace 


or time to diſplay its powers and operations, upon 
the faculties of man or beaſt : and until the Gxear 


 - T An! doth ſeparate the ſoul and body by the ſtroke 
of death for evermore, it is utterly impoſſible for 


the body to be hurt, difturbed or even put in pleaſ- 


tionably affected; and thus it is while we are ſleep- 


ing, the body is no ſooner agitated by the impulſe 
of any violence, but the ſou! is inſtantaneouſly preſ- 
ent and experience an equal degree of its conſe - 

| quences; ſo that before the bodily ſenſes can aſ- 


ſume their wonted faculties, and peculiar ſenſations, 


the ſou is returned, and alſo reaſſume her wonted 
Ration with the body: there is no difference 
between a body aſleep in a bed, and a body in the 


On Depart Souls. Box — 


Wo 


grave, but the animation of the ſoul ; and 48 foot 


4 as a ſeparation takes place, the body become totally 
__pextinQ, and quickly diſſolve again to its orig- 


nal nature —dſi— The ſoul ſtill retain its native 
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vivacity, and experience no more change in its in- 


ttellectual faculties of thought, conception, or Si 
| a" while united to che body; otherwiſe, than 
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more perſeckion in its ſenſations, being frees and 
liberated from the clog of bodily ailments, and un- 
banned with the wege, and rarity ieder : 


that occaſionally affected it while 
united with the fleſh : It is capable of forming more 


clear ideas of its immortal exiſtence and approach- 
ing ſtate, and can reaſon, judge and deliberate 
within itſelf with undeceiving ſagacity, upon its fu- 
ture fate; and according to the deeds done in the body, 


Jo can it form perfect concluſions of its irrevoca» 


* 7 % 
* 


ble ſentence at the judgment day, and this either 


elevates it to an enthuſiaſtic happineſs of anticipating 


felicity; or ſinks it into a deplorable ſtate of 1 | 


mentable refle&ive depreſſions ; this might with 


propriety be called a purgatory, from whence there 
is no redemption ; and if this latter is the caſe, 
it bears ſome diſtant ſimilitude to the preſent un- 
ceaſing mortiſication of the fallen — Gy the i 


| —_ uy of nn We 


2 am e to be of opinion, that. rr . +4 
_ mately acquainted in this world either by affinity, _ _ | 


or accidental occurrences in life, that might bring | : 


them together ſo as to cement friendfhip and ac- 


quaintance, cither for good or evil ; do again at times 
meet inthe graves, or inother words,intheother world, 


and rejoice, or condole, with each other on the a 
ful ſeaſonadvancing; partaking in an exalted or nag. 
nified manner of the happineſs or diſquietude of the 


children of God, and children of the Devil in this 


world. e 
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We ſhall treat on Ebjab's tranfiquratign hee. 
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Ido not believe that infants or natural born idiots 
vill undergo, any form of trial, or tribunal appear - 
 wnice, at the day of Jubilee ; for as Jeſus Chrift 
dee hicnſelf up as a ( ſacrifice once for all; (and 
- they being included i in the number) and who 3 is to 
be their Fudge at the laſt day, having never offended 
him ſince he made their peace with his Father, in 


 #hought, word, or deed ; there ul be 15 A As 
' Hiſt Demand of couple thiy mult 
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Mi | ; 25 15 a wo D'S on the ſub- 
ject of God's. impartiality, or being no reſpetter 


af perſons or ſouls ; but that a univerſal reſurrection 105 


will take place. It is contended by ſome authors, 
that Abraham, Moſes, Enoch, and Elijah are now in 
Heaven, and their grounds of faith, or belief in this 
principle chiefly reſts upon the transfiguration of 
the Prophet Elijah, becauſe there was occular de- 
monſtration of his diſſolution; but this is no argu- 
ment of an evident on hat the ſoul aſcended 
the regions of glory in heaven, "becauſe it was in that 
gangs and omnipotent manner, diveſted of 
; for the admiſſion of this one ſoul would 
making the Almighty a reſpecter. With God. 
all things are poſſible that implies not a contradiction. 
Was there any more difficulty in the Almighty's 
diſſolving the body of Elijah into atoms, or nothing, 
by his unreſtrained, and Infinite power ; than there 
was in firſt creating his forefather Adam out of noths * 
ing ? this being granted : how muſt we draw the 
line of ditinQion between the ſoul of the prophet, 


Vor. I. * F f | , Fe. 
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' and that ofadly other child of God? 25 for inſtance; | 

F 
3 in pieces, and der oured by wild beaſts ; aan 
* to atoms by exploſion; and laſtly, others left in 
{ , trons to decay, diſſolve, and become totally annihil. 
| | ated between heaven and earth, ſome guilty, and 
ſome innocent ; where now mult we ſuppoſe their 
ſouls to be? if they died the death of the right- 
eous, where is the difference between the Prophet, 

# and the Martyr ? why this: one diſſolved 

Ally according to the courſe of periſhing nature, 
EE | the other inſtantaneouſly, by Almighty power ; but 
— the ſouls of each remain perfeQly pure and happy, 
_ in the regions of uncertainty. We now conctugs 
4 vith a feu words . 
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On the CnrisTI an RELIGION. 
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No religion in the world; from thoſe days, 
to the preſent time, has been eſtabliſhed upon ſuch a 
a trial of faith, and patience, as primitive chriſtianity ; ; 
and notwithftanding, all thoſe perſecuting tribula- 
tions are only a fulfilhyent) prophetical pre- 
dictions; and excluſive of is cricifixion, there it 

not a circumſtance of our Saviour's life, either by 


praying, faſting, or miracles, but was equalled, if not : £2 


exceeded by ſome one or other of the good Patriarchs, 
or Prophets of old: as for inſtance, the effects of 


bf prayer; read the ix, Chap. of Daniel; iv. Chap. 5 
Nehemiah, and vii. Chap. 1 Samuel. Secondly, f 8 


_ faſting; read Exodus xxxiv. and 28. 1 Samuel 

xxxi. and 13. and Eſther iv. and 16, Thirdly, of © 
miracles ; read Joſhua x. and xii. Numbers xx. 

and xi. and 2 Kings iii. and iv. Chapters, now if 
an objection ſhould be ſtarted ; that thoſe miracles 
were by the immediate influence, and power” of 
heaven, I anſwer, ſo was thoſe of 7 ſus , who! was 
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As capable of diſplaying one of thoſe tranſaQtions | 


that he manifeſted upon earth, as either of his dil. 


_ ciples; for he had diveſted himſelf of all divine at. 


tributet, and was neceſſitated to have acceſs to hig 
Father, to enable him to fulfill any of his promiſes, 


 . or accompliſhing any of his miracles; of this, there 


are inſtances ſufficient in the four Evangeliſts with- 


out my enumerating any for references; but one, 


1 would wiſh to introduce as a Ne e evi - 
dence to prevent all doubtful diſputations; the v. 
Chap. of St. John, but Feen the * 20, 
30, 31 and 36 Verſes. 


This new reli gion of Jeſus, was See 
under every probable diſadvantage that poſſiblỹx 
could be ſuggeſted; it was not accompanied with 
one ſingle promiſing worldly recompence, or grati- 
fication ; it was to be eſtabliſhed entirely on rever- 


ſonary rewards, which conveyed prepoſterous ideas 


to the imaginations of Idolaters, Heathens and Ma- 
gicians ; and if faith had not been very powerful 
with thoſe that did embrace it, converts would been 


very few; and if diligence had not been very in- 
_ defatigable amongſt thoſe that undertook the min- 
- {fry to ſpread it; faith would been very declining, 
with thoſe few that had enliſted themſelves under 
its banner, and perhaps dwindled away again, or 
near it, to original Judaiſm, I think the preſent _ 


generation of chriſtians ought to lift up their ſouls 


0 to heaven with devout gratinade that the ltblie 


ment 


1 


* 
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ment of Yfus religion was not left to the 40% len 
of our days ; the point in queſtion now, is not which 


. 


of the t2ve/ve ſhall be the firſt 70 ſell all that he has 
and give to the poor, and to go about from hquſe. 16 


* 
. 
. 


Hoſe doing good ; but ſtriving which ſhall receive 3 


the greateſt pecuniary emolument and luxurious 
dainties of the world, for neglecting their duties ; ; 
and in time of their Maker's chaſtiſement, and in- 
flictive wrath upon a nation or country, for their 


*; ſins, ſhall ſhrink from the enjoined duties of vi/iting, 


relieving, and praying with, and for their poor neigh. 


bours, and fly to diſtant ſhores, and wallow in their 
+ abundance, over the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, with 


the vain and deluſive imaginations of eſcaping the 
vigilance and over-ruling ' providence of the A. 
mighty ; John xxvi. and 22. Lord jt it I A 


Samuel xii. and 7. And Nathan faid to David: 


thou art the man.” John. x. 12, and 13. But he 


that is an hireling, and not the ſbeperd, whoſe cum | 
the ſheep are not, ſeeth the wolf (or evil) coming ond. 15 ah I, 
leaveth the ſheep, and fleeth, and the wolf (or ro- 7 
teneſs) catcheth them, and ſcattereth (or deſtroyet ) 
the ſheep. The hireling fleeth becauſe he is an hie. 
ling, PA careth not for the ſheep.” Iſaiah xxii. 12. 
and 13. © And in that day did the Lord God of Hoſts 
call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldneſs, ant 
girding with ſackcloth,” (and thus anſwers he 
prieſt of the people, the ſheperd of ſouls. Fl the 4 


houſe of mourning,) and behuld j Joy and wa 


'ajing 2 
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